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H 1579.1

HOUSE BI LL 1931

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Lantz, Hankins, Chase, Dunshee, Flannigan, Veloria
and Hai gh

Read first tine 02/17/2003. Referred to Commttee on Crimnal
Justice & Corrections.

AN ACT Rel ating to providing | aw enforcenment officers with training
in interaction with people with devel opnental disabilities and nental
illness; and addi ng a new section to chapter 43.101 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsection is added to chapter 43.101 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The comm ssion nust offer a training session on | aw enf or cenent
interaction with people with devel opnental disabilities and/or nental

illness. The training nust be developed by the commssion in
consultation with appropriate conmmunity, |ocal, and state organi zati ons
and agencies that have expertise in the area of nental illness and
devel opmental disability, and with appropriate consunmer and famly
advocat e groups. I n devel oping the course, the comm ssion nust also
exam ne existing courses certified by the commssion that relate to
mental illness and devel opnental disabilities.

(2) The training must consist of classroom instruction and use
interactive training nmethods to ensure that the training is as
realistic as possible. The training nust include, at a mninum core
instruction in all of the follow ng:

p. 1 HB 1931



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e e e e e
N oo o0 A WOWDN RO

(a) The cause and nature of nental illnesses and devel opnental
di sabilities;

(b) How to identify indicators of nental illness and devel opnent al
disability and how to respond appropriately in a variety of common
si tuations;

(c) Conflict resolution and deescal ati on techniques for potentially
dangerous situations involving people with nmental illness and/or a
devel opnmental disability;

(d) Appropriate |anguage usage when interacting with people with

mental illness and/or a devel opnental disability;

(e) Alternatives to lethal force when interacting wth potentially
dangerous people with nmental illness and/or a devel opnental disability;
and

(f) Community and state resources available to serve people with
mental illness and/or developnental disabilities and how these
resources can be best used by law enforcenent to benefit the people
with nental illness and devel opnental disabilities.

--- END ---
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