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HOUSE BI LL 2222

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Ericksen

Read first tinme 03/15/2003. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to the Washington comrerce corridor; creating new
sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. LEG SLATIVE INTENT. The legislature finds
t hat :

(1) The existing |-5 corridor in Wstern Washington regularly
experiences traffic congestion such that the efficient novenent of
freight, goods, services, and people is inpeded;

(2) The cost to inprove the 1-5 corridor in the urban areas is very
high and in sonme cases not possible due to a built-up environnent
surroundi ng the existing freeway system

(3) The state needs a long-range vision for inproving, and
providing for, the north-south novenent of freight, goods, services,
and people in and through the state in order to achieve econonc
conpetitiveness;

(4) A new commerce corridor may provide an alternative to the
existing |-5 corridor;

(5 A new commerce corridor nmay be built to mnimze environnental
i npacts and provide benefits to conmmunities affected by the corridor;
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(6) A new commerce corridor mght be efficiently funded and built
by private conpanies working in cooperation with the state and | oca
comunities; and

(7) Funds for the project mght be raised using an innovative
approach that can aid by leveraging tolls and raising revenues from
nontraditional transportation revenue sources.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. DEFINITIONS. As used in this act:

(1) "Corridor" refers to the Washi ngton conmerce corridor descri bed
in section 3 of this act;

(2) "Department"” refers to the Washington state departnment of
transportation;

(3) "Facility" nmeans infrastructure and capital-related additions
to the state's transportation system including but not limted to
hi ghways, roads, bridges, park and ride lots, rail tracks, rail
stations, and other transportation-related investnents;

(4) "Public utility facility" nmeans a track, pipe, main, conduit,
cable, wire, tower, pole, or other itemof equipnment or an appliance of
a public utility.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 3. WASH NGTON COMMERCE CORRI DOR DEFI NED. (1)
The Washington commerce corridor may be an alternative route to
Interstate 5 that facilitates the novenent of freight, goods, people,
and utilities.

(2) The Washi ngton commerce corridor nust be a north-south corridor
starting in the vicinity of Lews county and extending northerly to the
vicinity of the Canadi an border. The corridor nust be situated east of
state route nunber 405 and west of the Cascades. The corridor may
i nclude any of the follow ng features:

(a) Ability to carry long-haul freight;

(b) Ability to provide for passenger auto travel;

(c) Freight rail

(d) Passenger rail;

(e) Public utilities; and

(f) Gher ancillary facilities as may be desired to maxi m ze use of
the corridor.

(3) The Washi ngton comrerce corridor nust be devel oped, financed,
desi gned, constructed, and operated by private sector consortiunms. The
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departnent may solicit proposals fromprivate conpanies and enter into
agreenents with selected conpanies, if authorized by the legislative
transportation conmtt ee.

(4) The Washington commerce corridor, if further pursued by the
| egi sl ature, nust be subject to a joint permtting process involving
federal, state, and |ocal agencies with jurisdiction.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 4. CONCEPTUAL PROPCSAL. To aid the legislature
inits determnation of whether a commerce corridor should be advanced
for further study and consideration, the departnent shall retain
out side experts to conduct an initial study to assess the key issues.
This study information is intended to be used by the legislature to
consi der whether further investnments for corridor devel opnent shoul d be
pursued by either the public or private sectors. The departnent shal
submt to the 2005 legislature a study that identifies the key issues
involved with the corridor proposal. |ssues that nust be addressed in
the study include, but are not limted to:

(1) Definition of project features, including:

(a) Potential alignnents;

(b) Estimate of the right of way requirenents;

(c) Estinate of operating standards. In order to arrive at an
estimate of operating standards, private conpanies and other
st akehol ders nust be consulted to recommend | evel of service standards
and other requirenments for the construction and operation of the
facility;

(d) Potential traffic projections;

(e) Potential environnmental inpacts; and

(f) Potential econom c benefits and inpacts;

(2) Prelimnary financial information, including:

(a) Estimated cost ranges to devel op, construct, and operate the
corridor;

(b) Estimate of revenues that could be derived fromtolls on the
corridor;

(c) Estimate of revenues that could be derived from other sources
including, but not limted to:

(1) Air space | eases for commercial devel opnents;

(1i) Facilities |eases;

(1i1) Devel opment rights;
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(iv) Leases of right of way for conmmercial purposes;

(v) O her revenue-generating ideas; and

(vi) Eligibility of the corridor for federal and state sources of
fundi ng; and

(d) Potential sources of revenues that could be leveraged to
provi de funds for devel opi ng, constructing, and operating the corridor;

(3) Examnation of the |legal 1issues and necessary statutory
provisions to enter into an agreement with a private consortium to
carry out the corridor project. These issues include but are not
limted to:

(a) A discussion of the terns and conditions of agreenents
necessary to inplenent the proposal with a private conpany; and

(b) Agreenent provisions that nmay be required in order for the
private conpanies to finance, construct, and operate the corridor.

Legal experts nust be consulted to develop prelimnary terns and
conditions of agreenents that would be required to have private
conpani es develop, finance, construct, and operate the «corridor.
Potential private partners nust be consulted to exam ne the |egal
structure and desirable agreenment provisions for a successfu
partnership to devel op the project;

(4) ldentification of potential environnmental issues, including:

(a) Initial assessnent of known environnmental inpacts; and

(b) Assessnent and recommendations for an efficient approach to
environnmental permtting; and

(5) ldentification of the potential conmmunity issues that m ght be
rai sed and strategies for addressing any potential concerns.

The departnment shall contract with expert consultant teans to
conduct the initial study and identification of issues. The departnent
shall assist with the study to the extent resources are appropriated
for this purpose.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. LEQ SLATI VE APPROVAL. By Decenber 1, 2004,
the departnent shall submt the study findings on the conceptual
corridor proposal to the legislative transportation comittee. The
| egi sl ative transportation conmttee shall reconmmend to the | egislature
whet her the departnent shall seek proposals from private conpanies to
develop the corridor. The recomendation nust include proposed
| egislation that sets forth the framework for the agreenents that the
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departnment may enter into for the project. |If the |egislature does not
enact legislation authorizing a solicitation of proposals, the
departnent shall not pursue further investigation of the conmerce
corridor.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. EXPI RATI ON. This act expires January 31,
2005.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 7. CAPTIONS. Captions used in this act are not
part of the | aw

~-- END ---
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