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H 3538.1

HOUSE BI LL 2391

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Carrell, Bush and Tal cott

Read first tine 01/13/2004. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to decreasing truancy and dropouts; anending RCW
28A. 225. 010, 28A.200.010, and 28A.200.020; adding a new section to
chapter 28A. 150 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that graduating from
hi gh school is an inportant indicator of how students will fare later
inlife. H gh school graduates are alnost twice as |likely as dropouts
to be gainfully enployed. Sal aries of working graduates are nearly
twi ce as high as those enjoyed by dropouts who work. Students who fai
to graduate from high school are also significantly nore likely to
becone single parents and have children at young ages. Students who do
not graduate from high school are significantly nore likely to rely
upon public assistance or be in prison.

The legislature finds that there is a correlation between the
dropout rates of youth and the rate of truancy within the educationa
system The state nust have as a priority the reduction in the rates
of truancy and dropouts in the state educational system The state
must encourage the districts to adopt policies which reduce the rates
of truancy and dropouts within the schools in their districts.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 150
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) A school district may choose to utilize the procedure set out
in subsection (2) of this section to increase the district's funding
al | ocat ed under RCW 28A. 150. 250, 28A. 150. 260, and 28A. 150. 350.

(2) A school district shall receive increased funding under RCW
28A. 150. 250, 28A. 150. 260, and 28A.150.350 if the district increases its
at t endance percentage. For every percentage increase in attendance
percentage for the prior school year conpared to the attendance
percentage for the school year immediately preceding the prior schoo
year, the allocation received by the district under RCW 28A. 150. 250,
28A. 150. 260, and 28A. 150.350 shall be increased by one-half of one
per cent . For every percentage decrease in the attendance percentage
for the prior school year conpared to the year imrediately preceding
the prior school year, the district's allocation under RCW 28A. 150. 250,
28A. 150. 260, and 28A.150.350 shall be decreased by one-half of one
percent except that in no case shall the adjustnment under this
subsection result in an allocation that is less than the allocation
under RCW 28A. 150. 250, 28A. 150. 260, and 28A. 150. 350.

(3) For the purposes of this section, the follow ng definitions
appl y:

(a) Average daily attendance neans the aggregate attendance of a
district during a school year divided by the nunber of days a district
IS in session.

(b) Average daily enrollnent neans the aggregate enrollnment of a
district during a school year divided by the nunber of days a district
IS in session.

(c) Attendance percentage neans the average daily attendance
di vided by the average daily enroll nent.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.225.010 and 1998 c¢ 244 s 14 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Al parents in this state of any child eight years of age and
under ei ghteen years of age shall cause such child to attend the public
school of the district in which the child resides and such child shal
have the responsibility to and therefore shall attend for the full tine
when such school may be in session unless:
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(a) The child is attending an approved private school for the sane
time or is enrolled in an extension program as provided in RCW
28A. 195. 010(4);

(b) The child is receiving hone-based instruction as provided in
subsection ((4y)) (5) of this section;

(c) The child is attending an education center as provided in
chapter 28A. 205 RCW

(d) The ((sechool_gi . . I Y ' . . hicl
tHre)) child {{restdes—shalH—have—excused—sueh—ehibd—fromattendance

becavse—the—echi-td—+s—physiealby—or—mrentalby—unable to—attend-school ) )
is attending a residential school operated by the departnment of social
and health services((+)) .

(e) The child is incarcerated in an adult correctional facility((+

L en e . : 150.220)) ;.

(f) The child' s absence qualifies under one of the follow ng

excused absences and, if the absence qualifies, a student shall be
al |l oned one nmakeup day for each day of absence:

(i) Participation in school-approved activity is excused if this
absence is authorized by a staff nenber and the affected teacher is
notified prior to the absence unless it is clearly inpossible to do so;

(ii) An absence due to illness, health condition, or famly
energency is excused if the parent notifies the school office on the
norning of the first day of the absence and sends a signed note of
explanation with the student upon his or her return to school unless
the parent is unable to conply with this requirenent. Students over
ei ghteen and students who have been emanci pated by court action shal
notify the school office of their absences with a signed note of
expl anat i on;

(iii) An absence for religious purposes is excused if a parent
requests that a student be excused from attending school in observance
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of a religious holiday. In addition, a student, upon the request of
his or her parent, may be excused for a portion of a school day to
participate in religious instruction provided such is not conducted on
school property;

(iv) An absence for parental -approved activities is excused if it
is agreed to by the principal and the parent. An absence nmay not be
approved if it causes a serious adverse effect on the student's
educational progress. In participation-type classes, including certain
nusi ¢ _and physical education classes, the student may not be able to
achieve the objectives of the unit of instruction as a result of
absence from cl ass. In such a case, a parent-approved absence would
have an adverse effect on the student's educational progress which
would ultimately be reflected in the grade for such a course;

(v) An absence resulting fromdisciplinary actions, or short-term
suspensi ons;

(vi) An absence due to an extended illness or health condition; or

((€e))) (9) The child is sixteen years of age or ol der and:

(1) The child is regularly and lawfully enployed and either the
parent agrees that the child should not be required to attend school or
the child is emanci pated in accordance with chapter 13.64 RCW

(ii) The <child has already net graduation requirenents in
accordance with state board of education rules and regul ations; or

(tit) The <child has received a certificate of educationa
conpet ence under rules and regul ati ons established by the state board
of education under RCW 28A. 305. 190.

(2) Achild s absence fromschool is unexcused if it does not neet
the definition of an excused absence in this section.

(3) A parent for the purpose of this chapter neans a parent,
guardi an, or person having |legal custody of a child.

((3))) (4) An approved private school for the purposes of this
chapter and chapter 28A. 200 RCWshall be one approved under regul ations
established by the state board of education pursuant to RCW
28A. 305. 130.

((64)y)) (5) For the purposes of this chapter and chapter 28A. 200
RCW instruction shall be honme-based if it consists of planned and
supervi sed instructional and rel ated educational activities, including
a curriculum and instruction in the basic skills of occupational
education, science, mathematics, |anguage, social studies, history,
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health, reading, witing, spelling, and the developnent of an
appreciation of art and nusic, provided for a nunber of hours
equivalent to the total annual program hours per grade |evel
established for approved private schools under RCW 28A. 195.010 and
28A. 195.040 and if such activities are:

(a) Provided by a parent who is instructing his or her child only
and are supervised by a certificated person. A certificated person for
purposes of this chapter and chapter 28A. 200 RCW shall be a person
certified under chapter 28A 410 RCW For purposes of this section
"supervised by a certificated person"” neans: The planning by the
certificated person and the parent of objectives consistent wiwth this
subsection; a m ninmum each nonth of an average of one contact hour per
week with the child being supervised by the certificated person; and
eval uation of such child' s progress by the certificated person. The
nunmber of children supervised by the certificated person shall not
exceed thirty for purposes of this subsection; or

(b) Provided by a parent who is instructing his or her child only
and who has either earned forty-five college |level quarter credit hours
or its equivalent in senester hours or has conpleted a course in hone-
based instruction at a postsecondary institution or a vocational-
technical institute; or

(c) Provided by a parent who is deened sufficiently qualified to
provi de hone-based instruction by the superintendent of the |ocal
school district in which the child resides.

((65))) (B6) The | egislature recogni zes that hone-based instruction
is less structured and nore experiential than the instruction normally
provided in a classroom setting. Therefore, the provisions of
subsection (((4))) (5) of this section relating to the nature and
quantity of instructional and rel ated educational activities shall be
i berally construed.

Sec. 4. RCW28A 200.010 and 1995 ¢ 52 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Each parent whose child is receiving honme-based instruction under
RCW 28A. 225. 010((4))) (5) shall have the duty to:

(1) File annually a signed declaration of intent that he or she is
pl anning to cause his or her child to receive hone-based instruction.
The statenment shall include the nanme and age of the child, shall
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specify whether a certificated person wll be supervising the
instruction, and shall be witten in a format prescribed by the
superintendent of public instruction. Each parent shall file the
statenment by Septenber 15 of the school year or within two weeks of the
begi nning of any public school quarter, trinester, or senester with the
superintendent of the public school district within which the parent
resides or the district that accepts the transfer, and the student
shall be deenmed a transfer student of the nonresident district.
Parents may apply for transfer under RCW 28A. 225. 220;

(2) Ensure that test scores or annual academ c progress assessnents
and i muni zation records, together with any other records that are kept
relating to the instructional and educational activities provided, are
forwarded to any other public or private school to which the child
transfers. At the tinme of a transfer to a public school, the
superintendent of the |ocal school district in which the child enrolls
may require a standardi zed achievenent test to be adm nistered and
shal |l have the authority to determ ne the appropriate grade and course
| evel placenent of the child after consultation with parents and revi ew
of the child' s records; and

(3) Ensure that a standardi zed achievenent test approved by the
state board of education is admnistered annually to the child by a
qualified individual or that an annual assessnent of the student's
academ c progress is witten by a certificated person who is currently
working in the field of education. The state board of education shal
not require these children to neet the student |earning goals, naster
the essential academ c |earning requirenents, to take the assessnents,
or to obtain a certificate of mastery pursuant to RCW ((28A—636-885))
28A. 655. 060. The standardi zed test adm ni stered or the annual academ c
progress assessnent witten shall be nmade a part of the child's
permanent records. If, as a result of the annual test or assessnent,
it is determned that the child is not naking reasonable progress
consistent with his or her age or stage of devel opnent, the parent
shall make a good faith effort to renedy any deficiency.

Failure of a parent to conply with the duties in this section shal
be deened a failure of such parent's child to attend school w thout
valid justification under RCW 28A. 225. 020. Parents who do conply with
the duties set forth in this section shall be presuned to be providing
home- based instruction as set forth in RCW 28A. 225. 010((4)1)) (5).
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Sec. 5. RCW 28A.200.020 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 179 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

The state hereby recognizes that parents who are causing their
children to receive home-based instruction under RCW 28A. 225. 010((4)))
(5) shall be subject only to those mninmum state | aws and regul ati ons
which are necessary to insure that a sufficient basic educational
opportunity is provided to the children receiving such instruction.
Therefore, all decisions relating to philosophy or doctrine, selection
of books, teaching materials and curriculum and nethods, timng, and
pl ace in the provision or evaluation of home-based instruction shall be
the responsibility of the parent except for matters specifically
referred to in this chapter.

~-- END ---
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