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HOUSE BI LL 3032

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives MDernott, D ckerson, Santos, Kenney, Sinpson, D.,
Wod and Kagi

Read first tine 01/ 26/ 2004. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to education for children who are deaf and hard of
heari ng; adding a new section to chapter 28A 155 RCW and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the quality of
educati on and achi evenent expectations for children who are deaf or
hard of hearing should be equivalent to those for children throughout
the state. The legislature also finds that no single educationa
approach or form of education can neet the needs of all children in the
state who are deaf or hard of hearing. The legislature further finds
that children who are deaf or hard of hearing nust have their education
provided in the least restrictive environment. |In addition, services
provided to children who are deaf or hard of hearing should be
conti nuously guided by current research and shoul d span the spectrum of
options available to famlies, respecting those famlies' choices and
recogni zi ng that changes nmay occur. Finally, the legislature finds
that wunbiased and conprehensive information about the spectrum of
communi cation and educational options available to children who are
deaf or hard of hearing should be provided to famlies upon enroll nent

p. 1 HB 3032



A W DN

©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

in the prekindergarten through twelfth grade education system and upon
the start of the individualized education plan transition services
provi ded at age fourteen, to support infornmed choices at each of these
critical decision-nmaking points.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 155
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) By Septenber 1, 2006, each school district shall be prepared to
of fer a spectrum of services, including sign | anguage-based and oral -
based programm ng, for students who are deaf or hard of hearing. The
services shall correspond to the educational approach selected for each
child by the child' s parents or guardian. The school district may
contract with outside entities to provide the services.

(2) A professional with expertise in hearing inpairnment mnust be
included in any team that helps prepare an individualized education
plan for a child who is deaf or hard of hearing.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall provide to
school districts informati on on advances in research, technol ogy, and
educati onal approaches for children who are deaf or hard of hearing.

(4) The superintendent of public instruction shall provide
prof essi onal devel opnment to educational professionals throughout the
state on the educational needs of children who are deaf or hard of
heari ng.

~-- END ---
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