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H 4765. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3090

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Children & Famly Services (originally
sponsored by Representatives Kagi, Bol dt, Darneille, M | osci a,
Pettigrew, Roach, D ckerson, Fronhold, Talcott, Shabro, Pearson and
Bai | ey)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 06/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to the definition of out-of-home placenent; and
anmendi ng RCW 74. 14C. 010 and 74. 14C. 030.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW74.14C. 010 and 1996 ¢ 240 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Departnent"” nmeans the departnment of social and health
servi ces.

(2) "Community support systens"” neans the support that my be
organi zed through extended famly nenbers, friends, neighbors,
religious organizations, community prograns, cultural and ethnic
organi zati ons, or other support groups or organi zations.

(3) "Fam |y preservation services" nmeans in-honme or conmunity-based
services drawing on the strengths of the famly and its individua
menbers while addressing famly needs to strengthen and keep the famly
t oget her where possi ble and may incl ude:

(a) Respite care of children to provide tenporary relief for
parents and ot her caregivers;
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(b) Services designed to inprove parenting skills with respect to
such matters as child developnent, famly budgeting, coping wth
stress, health, safety, and nutrition; and

(c) Services designed to pronote the well-being of children and
famlies, increase the strength and stability of famlies, increase
parents' confidence and conpetence in their parenting abilities,
pronote a safe, stable, and supportive famly environnent for children,
and ot herwi se enhance children's devel opnent.

Fam |y preservation services shall have the characteristics
delineated in RCW 74. 14C. 020 (2) and (3).

(4) "lmmnent" nmeans a decision has been made by the departnment
that, wthout intensive famly preservation services, a petition
requesting the renoval of a child from the famly home wll be
imediately filed under chapter 13.32A or 13.34 RCW or that a
vol untary placenent agreenent will be inmmediately initiated.

(5 "Intensive famly preservation services" nmeans comrunity-based
services that are delivered primarily in the honme, that follow
i ntensive service nodels with denonstrated effectiveness in reducing or
avoi ding the need for unnecessary inm nent out-of-honme placenent, and
that have all of the characteristics delineated in RCW 74.14C. 020 (1)
and (3).

(6) "Qut-of-hone placenent” nmeans a placenent in a foster famly
honme or group care facility |icensed pursuant to chapter 74.15 RCW ((e+

. ).
(7) "Paraprofessional worker" nmeans any individual who is trained
and qualified to provide assistance and comunity support systens
devel opment to famlies and who acts under the supervision of a
preservation services therapist. The paraprofessional worker is not
intended to replace the role and responsibilities of the preservation
services therapist.
(8) "Preservation services" neans famly preservation services and
intensive famly preservation services that consider the individua
famly's cultural values and needs.

Sec. 2. RCW74.14C. 030 and 1996 ¢ 240 s 4 are each anmended to read
as foll ows:
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(1) The departnment shall be the lead adm nistrative agency for
preservation services and may receive funding fromany source for the
i npl ementati on or expansion of such services. The departnent shall:

(a) Provide coordination and planning with the advice of the
community networks for the inplenentation and expansi on of preservation
services; and

(b) Monitor and evaluate such services to determ ne whether the
prograns neet neasurable standards specified by this chapter and the
depart nent.

(2) The departnment may: (a) Allowits contractors for preservation
services to use paraprofessional workers when the departnent and
provi der determ ne the use appropriate. The departnent may al so use
par apr of essi onal workers, as appropriate, when the departnent provides
preservation services; and (b) allow followup to be provided, on an
i ndi vi dual case basis, when the departnent and provider determ ne the
use appropriate.

(3) In carrying out the requirenments of this section, the
departnent shall consult with qualified agencies that have denonstrated
experti se and experience in preservation services.

(4) The departnent may provi de preservation services directly and
shall, within available funds, enter into outcone-based, conpetitive
contracts wth social service agencies to provide preservation
services, provided that such agencies neet neasurable standards
specified by this chapter and by the departnent. The standards shal
include, but not be limted to, satisfactory performance in the
foll ow ng areas:

(a) The nunber of famlies appropriately connected to comrunity
resour ces;

(b) Avoidance of new referrals accepted by the departnment for child
protective services or famly reconciliation services within one year
of the nost recent case closure by the departnent;

(c) Consuner satisfaction;

(d) For reunification cases, reduction in the length of stay in
out - of - hone pl acenent; and

(e) Reduction in the level of risk factors specified by the
depart nent.

(5 (a) The departnment shall not provide intensive famly
preservation services unless it is denonstrated that provision of such
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servi ces prevent out-of-hone placenent in at | east seventy percent of
the cases served for a period of at Ileast six nonths follow ng
term nation of services. The departnent's caseworkers nmay only provide
preservation services if there is no other qualified entity willing or
able to do so.

(b) Contractors shall denonstrate that provision of intensive
fam |y preservation services prevent out-of-hone placenent in at |east
seventy percent of the cases served for a period of no less than six
months follow ng term nation of services. The departnent nay iIncrease
the period of tinme based on additional research and data. If the
contractor fails to neet the seventy percent requirenment the departnent
may': (i) Review the conditions that may have contributed to the
failure to neet the standard and renew the contract if the departnent
det er m nes: (A) The contractor is making progress to neet the
standard; or (B) conditions unrelated to the provision of services,
i ncluding case m x and severity of cases, contributed to the failure;
or (ii) reopen the contract for other bids.

(c) The departnment shall cooperate with any person who has a
contract under this section in providing data necessary to determ ne
the anount of reduction in foster care. For the purposes of this
subsection "prevent out-of-honme placenment” neans that a child who has
been a recipient of intensive famly preservati on services has not been
pl aced outside of the honme in a foster famly honme or group care
facility licensed pursuant to chapter 74.15 RCW other than for a
single, tenporary period of tinme not exceeding fourteen days.

(6) The departnent shall adopt rules to inplenent this chapter.

~-- END ---
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