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Brief Description:  Revising provisions for inspection of hospitals.

Sponsors:  Representatives Appleton, Bailey, Cody, Morrell, Skinner, Hinkle, Curtis and
Campbell; by request of Department of Health.

Brief Summary of Bill

• Extends the inspection period for hospitals from every 12 months to every 18 months.

Hearing Date:  2/24/05

Staff:  Chris Blake (786-7392).

Background:

The Department of Health (Department) must conduct annual inspections of hospitals, unless the
hospital has been inspected by either the Joint Commission on the Accreditation of Health Care
Organizations or the American Osteopathic Association within the previous year.  The
Department is required to coordinate hospital inspection activities with other agencies, including
the Department of Social and Health Services and the Office of the State Fire Marshal, to
minimize the number of separate inspections that must be conducted.

Summary of Bill:

The requirement that the Department conduct inspections of hospitals every 12 months is
extended to every 18 months.  Surveys conducted by the Joint Commission on the Accreditation
of Health Care Organizations or the American Osteopathic Association may substitute for a
Department survey as long as their standards are substantially equivalent to those of the
Department.  The hospital is responsible for notifying the Department within 30 days of an
accreditation inspection and making the inspection report available to the Department.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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