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Brief Description:  Regulating the processing of milk and milk products.

Sponsors:  Senators Rasmussen, Schoesler and Shin; by request of Department of Agriculture.

Brief Summary of Bill

• Increases the annual license fee for milk processing plants.

• Clarifies licensing requirements and fees for milk processing and food processing plants.

• Allows hand capping of milk and milk products.

Hearing Date:

Staff:  Meg Van Schoorl (786-7105).

Background:

Plants that process milk or milk products must obtain a milk processing license on an annual basis
from the Department of Agriculture (Department).  The current annual license fee is $25.
Licenses expire on June 30 of each year.

Plants that process food products other than milk or milk products are required to obtain a food
processing license.  However, licensed milk processing plants which also process non-milk
products are not required to obtain food processing licenses.

Raw milk and milk products must be bottled or packaged on the farm where produced.  Bottling
and capping of these products must be done in a sanitary manner using equipment approved by
the Department.  Bottling and capping must be integral in one machine.  Grade A pasteurized milk
and milk products must be capped using mechanical equipment approved by the Department.  
Hand capping of these products is prohibited.

Summary of Bill:

The annual milk processing plant license fee is increased from $25 to $55.

A plant that processes only milk and milk products must be licensed as a milk processing plant
but is exempt from obtaining a food processing license.  The Director of the Department must
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waive the food processing license fee for a business that is also licensed as a milk processing
plant.

Milk processors may cap milk and milk products by hand, and are not required to cap milk and
milk products using machines or mechanical equipment.  For processors of both raw milk and
Grade A pasteurized milk, the capping must be done in a sanitary manner by means of approved
equipment and operations.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed,
except Section 1, relating to license fees, which is subject to an emergency clause and takes effect
July 1, 2005.
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