
SENATE BILL REPORT
HB 3252

As Reported By Senate Committee On:
Judiciary, February 23, 2006

Title:  An act relating to prohibiting offenders who enter Alford pleas from receiving a special sex
offender sentencing alternative.

Brief Description:  Prohibiting offenders who enter Alford pleas from receiving a special sex
offender sentencing alternative.

Sponsors:  Representatives O'Brien, Rodne, Santos, Strow, Green, Simpson, McDonald, Morrell,
Ericks, Kilmer, Williams and Hasegawa.

Brief History:  Passed House:  2/01/06, 97-0.
Committee Activity:  Judiciary:   2/23/06  [DP].

SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Kline, Chair; Weinstein, Vice Chair; Johnson, Ranking Minority

Member; Carrell, Esser, Hargrove and McCaslin.

Staff:  Aldo Melchiori (786-7439)

Background:  The special sex offender sentencing alternative (SSOSA) is a special
sentencing option which allows community treatment of sex offenders. SSOSA provides for a
suspended sentence that may include a jail term of up to 12 months and required outpatient or
inpatient treatment. To be eligible for the SSOSA option, offenders must: (1) not be convicted
of a serious violent offense with a sexual motivation finding, rape in the first degree, attempted
rape in the first degree, or rape in the second degree; (2) be convicted of a sex offense, incest,
communication with a minor for immoral purposes, or an offense with a finding of sexual
motivation; (3) have had no prior convictions for sex offenses in this or any other state; (4)
have a current offense and criminal history that permits the court to impose a sentence within
the standard range of less than 11 years of confinement; and (5) have had an established
relationship with, or connection to, the victim such that the sole connection to the victim was
not the crime.

A defendant may be found guilty at trial or may plead guilty. An Alford plea is a conditional
guilty plea named after a 1970 United States Supreme Court case. In this type of guilty plea,
the defendant denies guilt, or refuses to make an admission of guilt, but the factual basis for
the plea is provided by other reliable evidence and the plea constitutes the defendant's
voluntary, understanding, and competent choice among the alternatives available. Offenders
convicted as a result of an Alford plea may currently be eligible for SSOSA.
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Summary of Bill:  An additional qualification is provided  for SSOSA eligibility. If the
defendant is convicted based upon a guilty plea, the plea must include admitting to all of the
elements of the crime.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Testimony For:  None

Testimony Against:  None

Who Testified: No one.
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