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Brief Description:  Creating the Washington invasive species council.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Natural Resources, Ocean & Recreation (originally sponsored
by Senators Jacobsen, Oke, Fraser, Swecker and Kline).

Senate Committee on Natural Resources, Ocean & Recreation
Senate Committee on Ways & Means
House Committee on Natural Resources, Ecology & Parks
House Committee on Appropriations

Background:  Invasive species are defined by state statute as a "plant species or a nonnative
animal species that either:  (1) Causes or may cause displacement of, or otherwise threatens,
native species in their natural communities; (2) Threatens or may threaten natural resources or
their use in the state; (3) Causes or may cause economic damage to commercial or
recreational activities that are dependent upon state waters; or (4) Threatens or harms human
health."

Invasive species pose a serious threat to Washington State.  This threat has increased with
improvements in travel technology and increased travel in recent years.  Once nonnative
species become established in a new environment, the conditions that kept their population in
check in their native environment may be missing.

Spartina, a cordgrass which has infested at least ten counties and limits the food available to
shorebirds and fish, is an example of an invasive species that has impacted the state.  
Additional examples include purple loosestrife, milfoil, scot's broom, knapweeds, and cheat
grass.

Summary:  The Washington Invasive Species Council is created in the Interagency for
Outdoor Recreation (IAC) to provide policy direction, planning, and coordination for
combating and preventing harmful invasive species in the state.  The Council is scheduled to
exist until December 31, 2011.  The membership of the Council includes representatives from
six state entities and two counties.  Representatives from four federal agencies must be invited
to participate in a nonvoting capacity.  The Council may expand its membership and may
establish advisory and technical committees.

The Council must develop and periodically update a statewide strategic plan for addressing
invasive species issues, including agency coordination and the prevention, detection, and
response to invasive species.  The Council must also report its activities annually to the
Governor and the Legislature.

A non-appropriated account is created, expenditures from which must be used to carry out the
purposes of the Council.
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Invasive species, for purposes of this bill, are defined as "nonnative organisms that cause
economic or environmental harm and are capable of spreading to new areas of the state."  This
term does not include domestic livestock, intentionally planted agronomic crops, or
nonharmful exotic organisms.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 34 8
House 90 7 (House amended)
Senate 37 5 (Senate concurred)

Effective:  June 7, 2006
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