62 A W DN P

©O© 00 N O

10
11
12
13

14
15
16
17
18

S-1246. 1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5122

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmmittee on Governnment Operations & Elections (originally
sponsored by Senators Kastama, Jacobsen, Winstein, Rockefeller,
Kl i ne and Kohl - Wl | es)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to nonpartisan elections for the offices of
secretary of state and county auditor; anending RCW 36.16.030,
29A. 04. 110, 29A. 24.181, 29A 24.191, 29A 36.121, 29A 36. 171, 29A. 52. 111,
and 29A.52.231; and adding a new section to chapter 43.07 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.07 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Effective on the date that the newly elected secretary of state
takes office after the 2008 general election, the office of the
secretary of state shall be a nonpartisan office. Candi dates seeking
election for the office of secretary of state in the 2008 genera
el ection shall run as nonpartisan candidates and be qualified and
el ected as such.

Sec. 2. RCW36.16.030 and 1996 ¢ 108 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Except as provided el sewhere in this section, in every county there
shal |l be elected fromanong the qualified voters of the county a county
assessor, a county auditor, a county clerk, a county coroner, three
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county conm ssioners, a county prosecuting attorney, a county sheriff
and a county treasurer, except that in each county with a popul ati on of

less than forty thousand no coroner shall be elected and the
prosecuting attorney shall be ex officio coroner. Whenever the
popul ation of a county increases to forty thousand or nore, the
prosecuting attorney shall continue as ex officio coroner until a

coroner is elected, at the next general election at which the office of
prosecuting attorney normally would be el ected, and assunes office as
provided in RCW ((29-064-170)) 29A 20.040. In any county where the
popul ation has once attained forty thousand people and a current
coroner is in office and a subsequent census indicates |less than forty
t housand people, the county legislative authority nmay naintain the
office of coroner by resolution or ordinance. If the county
| egi slative authority has not passed a resolution or enacted an
ordi nance to maintain the office of coroner, the elected coroner shal
remain in office for the remainder of the termfor which he or she was
el ected, but no coroner shall be elected at the next election at which
that office would otherwise be filled and the prosecuting attorney
shall be the ex officio coroner. In a county with a population of two
hundred fifty thousand or nore, the county legislative authority may
replace the office of coroner with a nedical examner system and
appoi nt a nedi cal exam ner as specified in RCW 36.24.190. The county
legislative authority may enact a resolution or ordinance to declare
the office of county auditor to be a nonpartisan office. Beginning Six
nonths after such a declaration, elections for county auditor shall be
conducted in accordance with general |aw governing the election of
nonpartisan offices. A noncharter county may have five county
conmm ssioners as provided in RCW 36.32.010 and 36.32.055 through
36. 32. 0558.

Sec. 3. RCW 29A.04.110 and 2005 ¢ 2 s 4 (Initiative Measure No.
872) are each anended to read as fol |l ows:

"Partisan office" nmeans a public office for which a candi date nmay
indicate a political party preference on his or her declaration of
candi dacy and have that preference appear on the primary and genera
el ection ballot in conjunction with his or her nane. The follow ng are
partisan offices:

(1) United States senator and United States representative;

SSB 5122 p. 2



D 01 A W DN PP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30
31
32
33
34
35
36

(2) Al state offices, including |legislative, except (a) judicial
offices and (b) the office of superintendent of public instruction;

(3) Al county offices except (a) judicial offices ((anrd)). (b)
those offices for which a county hone rule charter provides otherw se,_
and (c) the county auditor, if the position is declared to be a
nonpartisan office by the county leqgislative authority.

Sec. 4. RCW 29A.24.181 and 2004 c 271 s 166 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

Filings for a nonpartisan office (other than judge of the suprene
court, secretary of state, or superintendent of public instruction)
shall be reopened for a period of three normal business days, such
three-day period to be fixed by the election officer with whom such
declarations of candidacy are filed and notice thereof given by
notifying press, radio, and television in the county and by such ot her
means as may now or hereafter be provided by |aw, when:

(1) A void in candidacy for such nonpartisan office occurs on or
after the sixth Tuesday prior to a primary but prior to the sixth
Tuesday before an el ection; or

(2) A ((nemnee)) candidate for judge of the superior court
eligible after a contested primary for a certificate of election by
Article 4, section 29, Anendnent 41 of the state Constitution, dies or
is disqualified within the ten-day period imediately follow ng the
| ast day allotted for a candidate to withdraw, or

(3) A vacancy occurs in any nonpartisan office on or after the
si xth Tuesday prior to a primary but prior to the sixth Tuesday before
an election |leaving an unexpired termto be filled by an election for
which filings have not been hel d.

The candidate receiving a plurality of the votes cast for that
office in the general election shall be deened el ected.

Sec. 5. RCW 29A.24.191 and 2004 c 271 s 167 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

A schedul ed election shall be |apsed, the office deened stricken
fromthe ballot, no purported wite-in votes counted, and no candi date
certified as el ected, when:

(1) In an election for ((}{udge—eft—the—suprere—court—or
superintendent—of—publet+nstruetion)) a statew de nonpartisan office,
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a void in candidacy occurs on or after the sixth Tuesday prior to a
primary, public filings and the primary being an indi spensabl e phase of
the el ection process for such offices;

(2) Except as otherw se specified in RCW 29A. 24. 181, a nom nee for
judge of the superior court entitled to a certificate of election
pursuant to Article 4, section 29, Anendnment 41 of the state
Constitution dies or is disqualified on or after the sixth Tuesday
prior to a primry;

(3) In other elections for nonpartisan office a void in candi dacy
occurs or a vacancy occurs involving an unexpired termto be filled on
or after the sixth Tuesday prior to an el ection.

Sec. 6. RCW 29A. 36.121 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 129 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1)(a) The positions or offices on a primary consolidated ball ot
shall be arranged in substantially the followng order: United States
senator; United States representative; governor; |ieutenant governor
secretary of state; state treasurer; state auditor; attorney general;
comm ssioner of public |ands; superintendent of public instruction;
i nsurance conm ssioner; state senator; state representative; county
officers; justices of the suprene court; judges of the court of
appeal s; judges of the superior court; and judges of the district
court. For all other jurisdictions on the primary consolidated ball ot,
the offices in each jurisdiction shall be grouped together and be in
the order of the position nunbers assigned to those offices, if any.

(b) (i) The positions or offices on a prinmary party ballot nust be
arranged in substantially the followng order: United States senator;
Uni ted St ates representative; gover nor; [ i eut enant gover nor;
((seeretary—of —stater)) state treasurer; state auditor; attorney
general ; comm ssioner of public |ands; insurance comm ssioner; state
senator; state representative; and partisan county officers. For al
other jurisdictions on the primary party ballot, the offices in each
jurisdiction nust be grouped together and be in the order of the
position nunbers assigned to those offices, if any.

(1i1) The positions or offices on a primary nonpartisan ball ot nust
be arranged in substantially the following order: Secretary of state;
superintendent of public instruction; justices of the suprene court;
judges of the court of appeals; judges of the superior court; and
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judges of the district court. For all other jurisdictions on the
primary nonpartisan ballot, the offices in each jurisdiction nust be
grouped together and be in the order of the position nunbers assigned
to those offices, if any.

(2) The order of the positions or offices on an election ballot
shall be substantially the sanme as on a primary consolidated ball ot
except that state ballot issues nust be placed before all offices. The
offices of president and vice president of the United States shall
precede all other offices on a presidential election ballot. The
positions on a ballot to be assigned to ballot nmeasures regardi ng | ocal
units of governnent shall be established by the secretary of state by
rul e.

(3) The political party or independent candi dacy of each candi date
for partisan office shall be indicated next to the nanme of the
candi date on the primary and el ection ballot. A candidate shall file
a witten notice with the filing officer wthin three business days
after the close of the filing period designating the political party to
be indicated next to the candidate's nane on the ballot if either: (a)
The candi date has been nom nated by two or nore mnor political parties
or 1independent conventions; or (b) the candidate has both filed a
declaration of candidacy declaring an affiliation with a mjor
political party and been nomnated by a mnor political party or
i ndependent conventi on. If no witten notice is filed the filing
of ficer shall give effect to the party designati on shown upon the first
docunent filed. A candidate nmay be deenmed nom nated by a m nor party
or independent convention only if all docunmentation required by chapter
29A. 20 RCW has been tinely filed.

Sec. 7. RCW 29A.36.171 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 170 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in RCW29A 36.180 and in subsection (2) of
this section, on the ballot at the general election for a nonpartisan
office for which a primary was held, only the names of the candi date
who received the greatest nunber of votes and the candidate who
recei ved the next greatest nunber of votes for that office shall appear
under the title of that office, and the nanmes shall appear in that
order. |If a primary was conducted, no candidate's nane nay be printed
on the subsequent general election ballot unless he or she receives at
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| east one percent of the total votes cast for that office at the
preceding primary. On the ballot at the general election for any other
nonpartisan office for which no primary was held, the nanes of the
candidates shall be Ilisted in the order determned under RCW
29A. 36. 131.

(2) On the ballot at the general election for the office of justice
of the suprene court, judge of the court of appeals, judge of the
superior court, judge of the district court, secretary of state, or
state superintendent of public instruction, if a candidate in a
contested primary receives a majority of all the votes cast for that
office or position, only the nanme of that candidate may be printed
under the title of the office for that position.

Sec. 8. RCW 29A.52.111 and 2004 c¢c 271 s 173 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Candi dates for the following offices shall be nom nated at partisan
primaries held pursuant to the provisions of this chapter:

(1) Congressional offices;

(2) Al state offices except (a) judicial offices ((and)), (b) the
secretary of state; (c) the office of superintendent of public
instruction; and (d) the county auditor, if the position is declared to
be a nonpartisan office by the county legislative authority;

(3) Al county offices except (a) judicial offices and (b) those
of fices where a county hone rule charter provides otherw se.

Sec. 9. RCW 29A.52.231 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 174 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

The offices of superintendent of public instruction, justice of the
suprene court, judge of the court of appeals, judge of the superior
court, and judge of the district court shall be nonpartisan and the
candi dates therefor shall be nom nated and el ected as such.

Effective on the date that the newly elected secretary of state
takes office after the 2008 general election, the office of the
secretary of state shall be a nonpartisan office. Candi dates seeking
election for the office of secretary of state in the 2008 genera
election shall run as nonpartisan candidates and be qualified and
el ected as such.
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The office of county auditor shall be nonparti san,

if the position

is declared to be a nonpartisan office by

the county

| eqi sl ati ve

aut hority.

Al city, town, and special purpose district elective offices shal
shall be nom nated and

be nonpartisan and the candi dates therefor
el ected as such.

--- END ---
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