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SENATE BI LL 5786

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Winstein, Pridenore, Prentice, Franklin, Keiser, Kline
and McAuliffe

Read first tinme 02/07/2005. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning,
K-12 & Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to county property tax |levies for school purposes;
amendi ng RCW 29A. 36. 210, 84.52.043, and 84.55.005; adding a new section
to chapter 84.52 RCW creating a new section; providing an effective
date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the l|egislature that
addi tional funding provided under section 2 of this act be used by
school districts to provide regional cost-of-living salary suppl enents
to school district enployees, as determned through collective
bargai ning, and to provide |ocal funds to support the purposes defined
in RCW 28A. 505.210(1) (c) and (d) (Initiative 728).

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 84.52 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A county may inpose a regular property tax levy for the
mai nt enance and operation of schools within the county in accordance
with this section.

(2) Upon receiving resolutions requesting a | evy under this section
fromthe board of directors of school districts wthin the county where
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the petitioning school districts represent a najority of the students
within the county, the county legislative authority shall submt an
aut hori zing proposition to the county voters.

(3) If the proposition is approved by a mpjority of the voters
voting on the proposition, the county shall inpose a |evy not to exceed
seventy-five cents per thousand dollars of assessed val ue.

(4) Ballot propositions shall conformw th RCW 29A. 36. 210.

(5) Any tax inposed under this section shall be used only for the
mai nt enance and operation of schools. The county shall distribute |evy
proceeds to each school district within the county based on the
district's full-time equival ent student enrollnment in the prior school
year.

(6) The tax levy authorized in this section is not part of the
county levy in RCW84.52.043(1) and the limtations in RCW84.52.043(2)
do not apply.

(7) The limtation in RCW84.55.010 does not apply to the tax |evy
authorized in this section.

Sec. 3. RCW29A 36.210 and 2004 ¢ 80 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) The ballot proposition authorizing a taxing district to inpose
the regul ar property tax |evies authorized in RCW 36. 69. 145, 67. 38. 130,
84.52.069, or 84.52.135 shall contain in substance the foll ow ng:

"Shall the . . . . . . (insert the nane of the taxing district) be
aut hori zed to inpose regular property tax levies of . . . . . . (insert
the maximum rate) or |ess per thousand dollars of assessed val uation
for each of . . . . . . (insert the maxi num nunber of years all owabl e)
consecutive years?

Yes . . . . . . . . . . . .O

No . . . . . . . .. ...

Each voter shall indicate either "Yes" or "No" on his or her ball ot

in accordance with the procedures established under this title.

(2) The ballot proposition authorizing a taxing district to inpose
a permanent regular tax |evy under RCW 84.52. 069 or section 2 of this
act shall contain the follow ng:

"Shall the . . . . . (insert the nane of the taxing district) be
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authorized to inpose a PERMANENT regular property |evy of :
(tnsert the maximum rate) or |ess per thousand dollars of assessed
val uation?

Yes . . . . . . . . . . . .O

No . . . . . . . .. ...

Sec. 4. RCW84.52.043 and 2004 c 80 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

Wthin and subject to the |imtations inposed by RCW 84.52. 050 as
anended, the regular ad valorem tax levies upon real and persona
property by the taxing districts hereafter named shall be as foll ows:

(1) Levies of the senior taxing districts shall be as follows: (a)
The levy by the state shall not exceed three dollars and sixty cents
per thousand dollars of assessed value adjusted to the state equalized
value in accordance wth the indicated ratio fixed by the state
departnment of revenue to be used exclusively for the support of the
common schools; (b) the levy by any county shall not exceed one doll ar
and eighty cents per thousand dollars of assessed value; (c) the levy
by any road district shall not exceed two dollars and twenty-five cents
per thousand dollars of assessed value; and (d) the levy by any city or
town shall not exceed three dollars and thirty-seven and one-half cents
per thousand dollars of assessed value. However any county is hereby
authorized to increase its levy fromone dollar and eighty cents to a
rate not to exceed two dollars and forty-seven and one-half cents per
t housand dol |l ars of assessed value for general county purposes if the
total levies for both the county and any road district wthin the
county do not exceed four dollars and five cents per thousand dollars
of assessed value, and no other taxing district has its |evy reduced as
a result of the increased county |evy.

(2) The aggregate levies of junior taxing districts and senior
taxing districts, other than the state, shall not exceed five dollars
and ninety cents per thousand dollars of assessed valuation. The term
"junior taxing districts" includes all taxing districts other than the
state, counties, road districts, cities, towns, port districts, and
public utility districts. The |limtations provided in this subsection
shall not apply to: (a) Levies at the rates provided by existing | aw
by or for any port or public utility district; (b) excess property tax
| evies authorized in Article VIl, section 2 of the state Constitution;
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(c) levies for acquiring conservation futures as authorized under RCW
84.34.230; (d) levies for energency nedical care or energency nedi cal

servi ces i nposed under RCW 84.52.069; (e) levies to finance affordable
housing for very |lowinconme housing inposed under RCW 84.52.105; (f)

the portions of levies by netropolitan park districts that are
protected under RCW 84.52.120; (g) levies inposed by ferry districts
under RCW 36.54.130; ((and)) (h) levies for crimnal justice purposes
under RCW 84.52.135; and (i) levies by counties for school purposes
under section 2 of this act.

Sec. 5. RCWB84.55.005 and 2002 ¢ 1 s 2 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

As used in this chapter:

(1) "Inflation" neans the percentage change in the inplicit price
defl ator for personal consunption expenditures for the United States as
published for the nost recent twelve-nonth period by the bureau of
econom ¢ anal ysis of the federal departnent of commerce in Septenber of
the year before the taxes are payabl e;

(2) "Limt factor" means:

(a) For taxing districts with a population of less than ten
thousand in the cal endar year prior to the assessnent year, one hundred
one percent;

(b) For taxing districts for which a Iimt factor is authorized
under RCW 84.55.0101, the lesser of the limt factor under that section
or one hundred one percent;

(c) For all other districts, the | esser of one hundred one percent
or one hundred percent plus inflation; and

(3) "Regular property taxes" has the neaning given it in RCW
84.04. 140, except does not include tax |levies under section 2 of this
act .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 2005.

~-- END ---
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