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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1396

Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by
Representatives Flannigan, Jarrett, B. Sullivan, Upthegrove, Rodne,
Eddy, Kagi, Chase and Schual - Ber ke)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 19/07.

AN ACT Relating to a single ballot proposition for regional
transportation investnent districts and regional transit authorities at
the 2007 general election; anending RCW 36.120.070 and 81.112.030;
addi ng a new section to chapter 29A 36 RCW creating new sections; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1. The legislature finds that traffic
congestion reduces personal and freight nmobility and is detrinental to
the econony, air quality, and the quality of Ilife throughout the
central Puget Sound area. Effective transportation solutions are
essential for the future growth and devel opnent of the central Puget
Sound area and the welfare of its citizens.

The legislature further finds that investnents in both transit and
road inprovenents are necessary to relieve traffic congestion and to
inprove nmobility. The transportation inprovenents proposed by regi onal
transportation investnment districts and regional transit authorities
within the central Puget Sound region formintegral parts of, and are
naturally and necessarily related to, a single regional transportation
system The construction of road and transit projects in a
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conprehensive and interrelated manner will help reduce transportation
congesti on, increase road capacity, pronote safety, facilitate
mobility, and inprove the health, welfare, and safety of the citizens
of Washi ngt on.

The legislature further finds that wunder RCW 81.112.030 and
36.120. 170 regional transportation investnent districts and regiona
transit authorities are required to submt to the voters propositions
for their respective transportation plans on the same ballot at the
2007 general election and that the opportunity to propose a single
bal l ot reflecting a conprehensive, systemic, and interrel ated approach
to regional transportation would further the legislative intent and
provide voters with an easier and nore efficient nethod of expressing
their wll.

It is therefore the policy and intent of the state of Wshington
that transportation plans required to be submtted for voter approval
at the 2007 general election by a regional transportation investmnent
district and a regional transit authority must be submtted to voters
in single ballot question seeking approval of both plans.

Sec. 2. RCW36.120.070 and 2006 ¢ 311 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Begi nning no sooner than the 2007 general election, two or nore
contiguous county legislative authorities, or a single county
| egislative authority as provided under RCW 36.120. 030(8), upon receipt
of the regional transportation investnent plan under RCW 36.120. 040,
may submit to the voters of the proposed district a single ballot
((measure)) proposition that approves formation of the district,
approves the regional transportation investnent plan, and approves the

revenue sources necessary to finance the plan. For a county to
participate in the plan, the county |legislative authority shall, within
ni nety days after receiving the plan, adopt an ordinance indicating the
county's participation. The planning commttee may draft the ball ot
((reaSUHrE)) proposition on behalf of the county legislative
authorities, and the county legislative authorities may give notice as
required by law for ballot ((weasures)) propositions, and perform ot her
duties as required to submt the ((#weasure)) proposition to the voters
of the proposed district for their approval or rejection. Counties may
negotiate interlocal agreenments necessary to inplenent the plan. The
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el ectorate will be the voters voting within the boundaries of the
proposed district. A sinple majority of the total persons voting on
the single ballot ((measure)) proposition is required for approval.

(2) ({Hr——conjunction—wth-—REW 31112 03810} —at—the 2007 general
eleetion)) The participating counties shall submt a regional

transportation investnent plan ((en—the—sare—batlot—along—wth—a

the—author+ty-s—system—and—Fnanernrg—ptan)) at the 2007 general

election as part of a single ballot proposition that includes, in
conjunction with RCW81.112.030(10), a plan to support an authority's
system and financing plan, or additional inplenentation phases of the
system and financing plan, developed under chapter 81.112 RCW The
regional transportation investnent plan shall not be considered
approved unless both a majority of the persons voting on the
proposition residing in the proposed district vote in favor of the
proposition and a nmajority of the persons voting on the proposition
residing within the regional transit authority vote in favor of the
proposition.

Sec. 3. RCW 81.112.030 and 2006 c¢c 311 s 12 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Two or nore contiguous counties each having a popul ation of four
hundred thousand persons or nore may establish a regional transit
authority to devel op and operate a high capacity transportation system
as defined in chapter 81.104 RCW

The authority shall be forned in the foll ow ng manner:

(1) The joint regional policy commttee created pursuant to RCW
81.104. 040 shall adopt a system and financing plan, including the
definition of the service area. This action shall be conpleted by
Septenber 1, 1992, contingent upon satisfactory conpletion of the
pl anni ng process defined in RCW 81.104. 100. The final system plan
shall be adopted no later than June 30, 1993. In addition to the
requi renents of RCW 81.104. 100, the plan for the proposed system shall
provide explicitly for a mninmm portion of new tax revenues to be
allocated to local transit agencies for interimexpress services. Upon
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adoption the joint regional policy comnttee shall imediately transmt
the plan to the county legislative authorities within the adopted
service area.

(2) The legislative authorities of the counties wthin the service
area shall decide by resolution whether to participate in the
aut hority. This action shall be conpleted within forty-five days
foll ow ng recei pt of the adopted plan or by August 13, 1993, whichever
conmes first.

(3) Each county that chooses to participate in the authority shal
appoint its board nenbers as set forth in RCW 81.112.040 and shall
submt its list of nenbers to the secretary of the Washington state
departnent of transportation. These actions nust be conpleted within
thirty days following each county's decision to participate in the
authority.

(4) The secretary shall call the first neeting of the authority, to
be held within thirty days follow ng recei pt of the appointnents. At
its first neeting, the authority shall elect officers and provide for
t he adoption of rules and other operating procedures.

(5) The authority is formally constituted at its first neeting and
the board shall begin taking steps toward inplenentation of the system
and financing plan adopted by the joint regional policy conmttee. |If
the joint regional policy commttee fails to adopt a plan by June 30,
1993, the authority shall proceed to do so based on the work conpl eted
by that date by the joint regional policy coommttee. Upon formation of
the authority, the joint regional policy conmttee shall cease to
exi st . The authority may make mnor nodifications to the plan as
deened necessary and shall at a mninumreview | ocal transit agencies
plans to ensure feeder service/high capacity transit service
integration, ensure fare integration, and ensure avoi dance of parall el
conpetitive services. The authority shall also conduct a m ninmm
thirty-day public conment period.

(6) If the authority determnes that major nodifications to the
pl an are necessary before the initial ballot proposition is submtted
to the voters, the authority may make those nodifications with a
favorable vote of two-thirds of the entire nenbership. Any such
nodi fication shall be subject to the review process set forth in RCW
81.104.110. The nodified plan shall be transmtted to the |egislative
authorities of the participating counties. The |legislative authorities
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shall have forty-five days followng receipt to act by notion or
ordinance to confirm or rescind their continued participation in the
authority.

(7) If any county opts to not participate in the authority, but two
or nmore contiguous counties do choose to continue to participate, the
authority's board shall be revised accordingly. The authority shall
within forty-five days, redefine the system and financing plan to
reflect elimnation of one or nore counties, and submt the redefined
plan to the legislative authorities of the remaining counties for their
decision as to whether to continue to participate. This action shal
be conpleted within forty-five days follow ng receipt of the redefined
pl an.

(8) The authority shall place on the ballot within two years of the
authority's formation, a single ballot proposition to authorize the
inposition of taxes to support the inplenentation of an appropriate
phase of the plan within its service area. 1In addition to the system
plan requirenments contained in RCW 81.104.100(2)(d), the system plan
approved by the authority's board before the submttal of a proposition
to the voters shall contain an equity el enent which

(a) ldentifies revenues anticipated to be generated by corridor and
by county within the authority's boundari es;

(b) ldentifies the phasing of construction and operation of high
capacity system facilities, services, and benefits in each corridor
Phasi ng decisions should give priority to jurisdictions which have
adopted transit-supportive |and use plans; and

(c) ldentifies the degree to which revenues generated within each

county will benefit the residents of that county, and identifies when
such benefits will accrue.

A sinple majority of those voting within the boundaries of the
authority is required for approval. If the vote is affirmative, the
authority shall begin inplenentation of the projects identified in the
proposi tion. However, the authority may not submt any authorizing

proposition for voter-approved taxes prior to July 1, 1993; nor nay the
authority issue bonds or formany |ocal inprovenent district prior to
July 1, 1993.

(9) If the vote on a proposition fails, the board may redefine the
proposition, nmake changes to the authority boundaries, and nake
corresponding changes to the conposition of the board. If the
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conposition of the board is changed, the participating counties shal
revise the nenbership of the board accordingly. The board may then
submt the revised proposition or a different proposition to the
voters. No single proposition nmay be submtted to the voters nore than
tw ce. Begi nning no sooner than the 2007 general election, the
authority may place additional propositions on the ballot to inpose
taxes to support additional phases of plan inplenentation.

(10) ((+A—~eontunetion—wth—ROW36-—120-070,-)) At the 2007 genera
el ection, the authority shall submt a proposition to support a system
and financing plan or additional inplenentation phases of the

authority's system and financi ng plan ((eprthe—sareballetaleng—wth

)) as
part of a single ballot proposition that includes a plan to support a

regional transportation investnent plan devel oped under chapter 36.120
RCW The authority's plan shall not be considered approved unless both
a majority of the persons voting on the proposition residing within the
authority vote in favor of the proposition and a mmjority of the
persons voting on the proposition residing within the proposed regi onal
transportation investnment district vote in favor of the proposition.

(11) Additional phases of plan inplenentation may include a
transportation subarea equity el enent which (a) identifies the conbi ned
authority and regional transportation investnent district revenues
anticipated to be generated by corridor and by county wthin the
authority's boundaries, and (b) identifies the degree to which the
conbined authority and regional transportation investnent district
revenues generated within each county will benefit the residents of
that county, and identifies when such benefits wll accrue. For
purposes of the transportation subarea equity principle established
under this subsection, the authority may use the five subareas within
the authority's boundaries as identified in the authority's system pl an
adopted in May 1996.

(12) If the authority is unable to achieve a positive vote on a
proposition within two years fromthe date of the first election on a
proposition, the board may, by resolution, reconstitute the authority
as a single-county body. Wth a two-thirds vote of the entire
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menbership of the voting nenbers, the board nay also dissolve the
authority.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 29A 36 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The election on the single ballot proposition described in RCW
36.120. 070 and 81.112.030(10) nust be conducted by the auditor of each
conponent county in accordance with the general election |aws of the
state, except as provided in this section. Notice of the el ection nust
be published in one or nore newspapers of general circulation in each
conponent county in the manner provided in the general election |aws.
The single joint ballot proposition required under RCW 36.120.070 and
81.112. 030(10) nust be in substantially the followng form

"REG ONAL TRANSPORTATI ON | NVESTMENT DI STRI CT ( RTI D)
AND
REG ONAL TRANSI T AUTHORI TY ( RTA)
PROPOSI TI ON #1
REG ONAL ROADS AND TRANSI T SYSTEM

To reduce transportation congestion, increase road capacity,
pronote safety, facilitate nobility, provide for an integrated
regional transportation system and inprove the health,
wel fare, and safety of the citizens of Wshington, shall a
regional transit authority (RTA) inplenent a regional rail and
transit system to link [insert geographic references] as
described in [insert plan nane], financed by [insert taxes]
inposed by RTA, all as provided in Resolution No. [insert
nunber]; and shall a regional transportation investnent
district (RTID) be fornmed and authorized to inplenent and
invest in inproving the regional transportation system by
repl aci ng vul nerabl e bridges, inproving safety, and increasing
capacity on state and local roads to further |ink nmajor
educati on, enploynent, and retail centers described in [insert
pl an nane] financed by [insert taxes] inposed by RTID, all as
provided in Resolution No. [insert nunber]; further provided
that the RTA taxes shall be inposed only within the boundaries
of the RTA, and the RTID taxes shall be inposed only within the
boundari es of the RTID?
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No . . . . . s s s

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 5. Any | egal chal | enges as to the
constitutionality of this act nust be filed in superior court along
wi th any supporting |l egal and factual authority within twenty cal endar
days of the effective date of this act. Notice of a challenge al ong
wi th any supporting |l egal and factual authority nust be served upon the
secretary of state, the attorney general, the district, and the
authority. Upon the filing of a challenge, the state, district, and
authority have ten cal endar days to file any response to the chall enge
along with any supporting |egal and factual authority. The court shall
accord priority to hearing the matter and shall, within five cal endar
days of the filing of the response to the challenge, render its
decision and file with the secretary of state a copy of its decision.
The deci sion of the superior court constitutes a final judgnent. Any
appeal nust be filed in the suprene court within ten cal endar days
after the date of the superior court decision. The suprene court shal
issue its ruling on the appeal within thirty days of receipt by the
court.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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