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HOUSE BI LL 1598

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Kretz, FEricks, Blake, Pettigrew, Arnstrong,
War ni ck, Sunp, Upthegrove, Newhouse, Kristiansen and Condotta

Read first tinme 01/24/2007. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Nat ural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to accountability in the funding of salnon
recovery; and reenacting and anmendi ng RCW 77. 85. 130.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW77.85.130 and 2005 ¢ 309 s 8, 2005 c 271 s 1, and 2005
c 257 s 3 are each reenacted and anended to read as fol |l ows:

(1) The sal non recovery fundi ng board shall devel op procedures and
criteria for allocation of funds for sal non habitat projects and sal non
recovery activities on a statewde basis to address the highest
priorities for salnon habitat protection and restoration. To the
extent practicable the board shall adopt an annual allocation of
funding. The allocation should address both protection and restoration
of habitat, and should recogni ze the varying needs in each area of the
state on an equitable basis. The board has the discretion to partially
fund, or to fund in phases, salnon habitat projects. The board may
annual ly establish a maxi num anmount of funding available for any
i ndi vi dual project, subject to available funding. No projects required
solely as a mtigation or a condition of permtting are eligible for
f undi ng.
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(2)(a) In evaluating, ranking, and awardi ng funds for projects and
activities the board shall give preference to projects that:

(i) Are based upon the |imting factors analysis identified under
RCW 77. 85. 060;

(1i) Provide a greater benefit to salnon recovery based upon the
stock status information contained in the departnent of fish and
wildlife salnmonid stock inventory (SASSI), the salnon and steel head
habitat inventory and assessnment project (SSH AP), and any conparabl e
sci ence-based assessnment when avail abl e;

(ti1) WII benefit listed species and other fish species;

(tv) WII preserve high quality sal nonid habitat; and

(v) Are included in a regional or watershed-based sal non recovery
plan that accords the project, action, or area a high priority for
f undi ng.

(b) In evaluating, ranking, and awarding funds for projects and
activities the board shall also give consideration to projects that:

(1) Are the nost cost-effective;

(11) Have the greatest matched or in-kind funding;

(tit) WII be inplenmented by a sponsor with a successful record of
project inplenentation; ((and))

(iv) Involve nenbers of the veterans conservation corps established
in RCW 43. 60A. 150; and

(v) Are part of a regionwde |ist devel oped by |ead entities.

(3) The board may reject, but not add, projects from a habitat
project list submtted by a lead entity for funding.

(4) The board shall establish criteria for determ ning when bl ock
grants may be made to a lead entity. The board may provide block
grants to the lead entity to inplenent habitat project |lists devel oped
under RCW 77.85.050, subject to available funding. The board shall
determne an equitable mninmum anmount of project funds for each
recovery region, and shall distribute the remainder of funds on a
conpetitive basis. The board may al so provide block grants to the | ead
entity or regional recovery organization to assist in carrying out
functions described under this chapter. Block grants nust be expended
consistent wwth the priorities established for the board in subsection
(2) of this section. Lead entities or regional recovery organizations
receiving block grants under this subsection shall provide an annua
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report to the board summari zi ng how funds were expended for activities
consistent with this chapter, including the types of projects funded,
proj ect outcomes, nonitoring results, and adm nistrative costs.

(5 The board may waive or nodify portions of the allocation
procedures and standards adopted under this section in the award of
grants or loans to conformto legislative appropriations directing an
alternative award procedure or when the funds to be awarded are from
federal or other sources requiring other allocation procedures or
standards as a condition of the board s receipt of the funds. The
board shall develop an integrated process to manage the allocation of
funding fromfederal and state sources to mnimze delays in the award
of funding while recognizing the differences in state and |egislative
appropriation timng.

(6) The board may award a grant or loan for a salnon recovery
project on private or public land when the |andowner has a |egal
obligation under local, state, or federal law to performthe project,
when expedited action provides a clear benefit to sal non recovery, and
there will be harmto salnon recovery if the project is delayed. For
purposes of this subsection, a legal obligation does not include a
project required solely as a mtigation or a condition of permtting.

(7) Property acquired or inproved by a project sponsor nay be
conveyed to a federal agency if: (a) The agency agrees to conply with
all terns of the grant or loan to which the project sponsor was
obligated; or (b) the board approves: (i) Changes in the terns of the
grant or loan, and the revision or renoval of binding deed of right
instrunents; and (ii) a menorandum of understanding or simlar docunent
ensuring that the facility or property will retain, to the extent
feasi ble, adequate habitat protections; and (c) the appropriate
| egi sl ative authority of the county or city with jurisdiction over the
project area approves the transfer and provides notification to the
boar d.

(8) Any project sponsor receiving funding fromthe sal non recovery
fundi ng board that is not subject to disclosure under chapter 42.56 RCW
nust, as a mandatory contractual prerequisite to receiving the funding,
agree to disclose any information in regards to the expenditure of that
funding as if the project sponsor was subject to the requirenents of
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