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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1694

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Commttee on Transportation (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Fl anni gan, Upt hegrove and Kenney)

READ FI RST TI ME 2/ 28/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to the agency council on coordinated
transportation; anmending RCW 47.06B.010, 47.06B.020, 47.06B. 040,
47.80. 023, 47.06B.900, and 47.06B.901; reenacting and anending RCW
47.06B. 030; adding a new section to chapter 47.06B RCW creating a new
section; repealing RCW47.06B. 015; and repealing 1999 ¢ 372 s 13.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW47.06B.010 and 1999 ¢ 385 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The legislature finds that transportation systens for persons with
speci al needs are not operated as efficiently as possible. In ((sere))
too many cases, prograns established by the legislature to assist
persons wth special needs can not be accessed due to these
i nefficiencies and coordination barriers.

It is the intent of the legislature that public transportation
agenci es, pupi | transportation progr ans, private nonprofit
transportation providers, and other public agencies sponsoring prograns
that require transportation services coordinate those transportation
servi ces. Through coordi nation of transportation services, prograns
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w Il achieve increased efficiencies and will be able to provide nore
rides to a greater nunber of persons with special needs.

Sec. 2. RCWA47.06B.020 and 1998 ¢ 173 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The agency council on coordinated transportation is created.
The council is conposed of ((n+he)) ten voting nmenbers and ((etght))
four nonvoting, |egislative nenbers.

(2) The ((nA+ne)) ten voting nenbers are the superintendent of
public instruction or a designee, the secretary of transportation or a
desi gnee, the secretary of the departnent of social and health services
or a designee, and ((s+x)) seven nenbers appointed by the governor as
fol | ows:

(a) One representative fromthe office of the governor

(b) ((¥wwe)) Three persons who are consuners of special needs
transportation services, which nust include:

(i) One person designated by the executive director of the
governor's conmttee on disability issues and enpl oynent; and

(ii) One person who is designated by the executive director of the
devel opnental disabilities council;

(c) One representative from the Washington association of pupi
transportation;

(d) ©One representative from the Washington state transit
associ ation; and

(e) One of the foll ow ng:

(1) Arepresentative fromthe community transportation association
of the Northwest; or

(ti) A representative from the community action council
associ ati on.

(3) The ((etght)) four nonvoting nenbers are legislators as
fol | ows:

(a) ((Feur)) Two nenbers fromthe house of representatives, ((t+woe))
one fromeach of the two | argest caucuses, appointed by the speaker of
t he house of representatives, ((twe—who—-arererbers—of)) including at
|l east one nenber from the house transportation policy and budget
committee ((and—two—who—arererbers—of)) or the house appropriations
commttee; and
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(b) ((Feur)) Two nenbers fromthe senate, ((t+we)) one from each of
the two | argest caucuses, appointed by the president of the senate,
((two—renbers—eof)) including at least one nenber from the senate
transportation conmttee ((and—two—renrbers—eof)) or the senate ways and
means commttee.

(4) Cubernatorial appointees of the council wll serve two-year
terms. Menbers may not receive conpensation for their service on the
council, but wll be reinbursed for actual and necessary expenses

incurred in performng their duties as nenbers as set forth in RCW
43. 03. 220.

(5) The secretary of transportation or a designee shall serve as
the chair.

(6) The departnment of transportation shall provide necessary staff
support for the council.

(7) The council my receive gifts, grants, or endowrents from
public or private sources that are made fromtinme to tine, in trust or
ot herwi se, for the use and benefit of the purposes of the council and
spend gifts, grants, or endowrents or income fromthe public or private
sources according to their terms, unless the receipt of the gifts,
grants, or endownrents violates RCW42.17.710.

(8) The neetings of the council nust be open to the public, with
t he agenda published in advance, and m nutes kept and nade available to
the public. The public notice of the neetings nust indicate that
accommodations for persons wth disabilities will be nmade avail able
upon request.

(9) Al neetings of the council nmust be held in locations that are
readily accessible to public transportation, and nust be scheduled for
tines when public transportation is avail able.

(10) The council shall nake an effort to include presentations by
and work sessions including persons with special transportation needs.

Sec. 3. RCWA47.06B. 030 and 1999 ¢ 385 s 5 are each reenacted and
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) To assure inplenentation of ((t+he—Programfor)) an effective
system of coordinated transportation that neets the needs of persons
with special transportation needs, the agency council on coordinated
transport ati on( (—the—eounrett—+nr—coordination—wth—stakeholdersy))
shal | adopt a biennial work plan that nust, at a m ni rum
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(a) Focus on projects that identify and address barriers in | aws,

policies, and procedures;

(b) Focus on results; and

(c) ldentify and advocate for transportation system inprovenents
for persons with special transportati on needs.

(2) The council shall, as necessary, convene work groups at the
state, reqgional, or local level to develop and inplenent coordinhated
approaches to special needs transportation.

(3) To inprove the service experienced by persons with specia
transportation needs, the council shall develop statew de quidelines
for custoner conplaint processes so that information about policies
regarding the conplaint processes is available consistently and
consuners are appropriately educated about available options. To be
eligible for funding on or after January 1, 2008, organizations
applying for state paratransit/special needs grants as described in
section 226(1), chapter 370, lLaws of 2006 nust inplenent a process
following the guidelines established by the council.

p. 5 SHB 1694. PL
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(4) The council shall represent the needs and interests of persons
with special transportation needs in statewide efforts for energency
and di saster preparedness planning by advising the energency nanagenent
council on how to address transportation needs for high-risk
individuals during and after disasters.

Sec. 4. RCWA47.06B.040 and 1999 ¢ 385 s 6 are each anmended to read
as foll ows:

prograns—and—agenctes—n—the—comruni-ty—) )

The agency council on coordi nated transportation shall review and

reconmend certification of | ocal pl ans devel oped by regional
transportation planning organizations based on neeting federa
requirenents. Each reqi onal transportation planni ng organi zati on nust

SHB 1694. PL p. 6
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submt to the council an updated plan that includes the elenents,
consistent with federal planning requirenents, identified by the
council beginning on July 1, 2007, and every four years thereafter.

Each regional transportation planning organization nust submt to
the council every two years a prioritized regional human service and
transportation project |ist.

Sec. 5. RCW47.80.023 and 1998 ¢ 171 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

Each regional transportation planning organization shall have the
foll ow ng duties:

(1) Prepare and periodically update a transportation strategy for
t he region. The strategy shall address alternative transportation
nodes and transportation demand nmanagenent neasures in regional
corridors and shall recomend preferred transportation policies to
i npl enent adopted grow h strategies. The strategy shall serve as a
guide in preparation of the regional transportation plan.

(2) Prepare a regional transportation plan as set forth in RCW
47.80.030 that is consistent wth county-w de planning policies if such
have been adopted pursuant to chapter 36. 70A RCW wth county, city,
and town conprehensive plans, and state transportation plans.

(3) Certify by Decenber 31, 1996, that the transportation el enents
of conprehensive plans adopted by counties, cities, and towns w thin
the region reflect the guidelines and principles devel oped pursuant to
RCW 47. 80. 026, are consistent with the adopted regional transportation
pl an, and, where appropriate, conform wth the requirenents of RCW
36. 70A. 070.

(4) Were appropriate, certify that county-w de planning policies
adopted under RCW 36. 70A. 210 and the adopted regional transportation
pl an are consi stent.

(5) Develop, in cooperation with the departnent of transportation,
operators of public transportation services and |ocal governnents
within the region, a six-year regional transportation inprovenent
program whi ch proposes regionally significant transportation projects
and prograns and transportation demand nmanagenent neasures. The
regional transportation inprovenment program shall be based on the
progranms, projects, and transportation demand managenent mneasures of
regional significance as identified by transit agencies, cities, and
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counties pursuant to RCW 35.58.2795, 35.77.010, and 36.81.121,
respectively. The program shall include a priority list of projects
and prograns, project segnents and prograns, transportation demand
managenent neasures, and a specific financial plan that denonstrates
how t he transportation inprovenent program can be funded. The program
shall be updated at |east every two years for the ensuing six-year
peri od.

(6) Designate a |ead planning agency to coordi nate preparation of
the regional transportation plan and carry out the other
responsibilities of the organization. The |ead planning agency nay be
a regional organization, a conponent county, city, or town agency, or
the appropriate Washi ngton state departnment of transportation district
of fice.

(7) Review |evel of service nethodologies used by cities and
counties planning under chapter 36.70A RCW to pronbte a consistent
regi onal eval uation of transportation facilities and corridors.

(8) Work with cities, counties, transit agencies, the departnent of
transportation, and others to develop level of service standards or
alternative transportati on performance neasures.

(9) Submit to the agency council on coordinated transportation, as
provided in chapter 47.06B RCW beginning on July 1, 2007, and every
four years thereafter, an updated plan that includes the elenents
identified by the council. Each reqgional transportation planning
organi zation nust submt to the council every two years a prioritized
regi onal human service and transportation project list.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 47.06B RCW
to read as foll ows:

The agency council on coordinated transportation shall submt a
progress report on council activities to the legislature by Decenber 1,
2009, and every other year thereafter. The report nust describe the
council's progress in attaining the applicable goals identified in the
council's biennial work plan and hi ghlight any problens encountered in
achi eving these goals. The information will be reported in a form
establ i shed by the council.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. (1) The joint transportation conmttee, in
consultation with the agency council on coordinated transportati on and

SHB 1694. PL p. 8
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the joint legislative audit and review commttee, as deened appropriate
by the commttee, shall conduct a study and review the legal and
programmati ¢ changes and best practices necessary for effective
coordination of transportation services at the regional Ilevel for
persons with special transportation needs.

(2) The study shall:

(a) Include a conprehensive, statewide survey of existing
transportation resources for persons wth special transportation needs;
(b) | dentify opportunities for i nproving coordination by

determ ning a uniformsystem of:

(i) Measuring and reporting trip costs;

(1i) Provider billing practices;

(ti1) Provider agreenents and reporting requirenents; and

(tv) Sharing eligibility information and trip requirenents; and

(c) Make reconmmendations for:

(1) I'nproving access to custoner services;

(1i) Integrating services of transportation service providers and
br okers; and

(iii1) Best practices to effectively coordinate transportation
services for persons with special transportati on needs.

(3) I'n conducting the study, the commttee shall:

(a) Convene one or nore neetings to consult with [ ocal and regi onal
special needs transportation providers, brokers, wusers of transit
services, representatives of nonprofit organizations that provide
rel ated transportation servi ces, i ncl udi ng hopel i nk, and
representatives of other agencies and organizations, including the
departnment of social and health services;

(b) Identify federal funding and related program barriers to
i nproved coordination between state and federal prograns and to
reasonabl e cost sharing for those prograns;

(c) Review and consider other relevant nodel coordinated specia
needs transportation systens throughout the nation as a source of best
practices for Wshington state, including the ACCESS transportation
systemin Pittsburgh, Pennsylvani a;

(d) Evaluate using nontraditional service providers, such as public
utility districts;

(e) Evaluate nethods to influence facility siting decisions for
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state agencies serving persons with special transportation needs in
order to make facilities accessible; and
(f) Evaluate appropriate standards and strategies for a
decentral i zed broker system including the state's role in this system
(4) The commttee shall provide a draft final report to the
transportation committees  of the senate and the house of
representatives by Decenber 15, 2008.

Sec. 8. RCW47.06B.900 and 1999 ¢ 385 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

The agency council on coordinated transportation is term nated on
June 30, ((266#)) 2010, as provided in RCW47.06B. 901.

Sec. 9. RCW47.06B.901 and 1999 ¢ 385 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

The follow ng acts or parts of acts, as now existing or hereafter
anended, are each repeal ed, effective June 30, ((2608)) 2011:

(1) RCW47.06B.010 and 2007 ¢ ... s 1 (section 1 of this act), 1999
c 385 s 1, & 1998 ¢ 173 s 1;

(2) RCW47.06B.012 and 1999 ¢ 385 s 2;

(3) ((ReW4+0O6B015—and1999¢ 385553+

4y)) RCWA47.06B. 020 and ((3999¢385s4)) 2007 ¢c ... s 2 (section
2 of this act) & 1998 ¢ 173 s 2;

((65))) (4) RCW 47.06B.030 and 2007 ¢ ... s 3 (section 3 of this
act), 1999 c 385 s 5, & 1998 ¢ 173 s 3; ((and

£6y)) (5) RCWA47.06B.040 and 2007 ¢ ... s 4 (section 4 of this act)

& 1999 ¢ 385 s 6; and
(6) Section 6 of this act.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 10. 1999 c 372 s 13 is repeal ed.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 11. RCW 47.06B.015 (Program for Agency
Coordi nated Transportation) and 1999 ¢ 385 s 3 are each repeal ed.

~-- END ---
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