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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2438

Passed Legislature - 2008 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Agriculture & Natural Resources (originally sponsored by
Representatives Kretz, WIlians, Blake, MCune, Newhouse, Takko,
Chandl er, Condotta, Arnmstrong, Dunn, MDonal d, Warnick, and Pearson)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to adding permanency to a pilot project that
al l owed for the use of dogs in cougar hunting; and anendi ng 2007 c 178
ss 1 and 2 (uncodified).

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. 2007 ¢ 178 s 1 (uncodified) is anended to read as foll ows:
(1)(a) The department of fish and wldlife, in cooperation and
col |l aboration with the county |legislative authorities of Ferry,
Stevens, Pend Oeille, Chelan, and Okanogan counties, shall recomend
rules to establish a three-year pilot program within select ganme

managenent units of these counties, to pursue or kill cougars with the
aid of dogs.
(b) A pursuit season and a kill season with the aid of dogs nust be

established through the fish and wldlife commssion's rule-nmaking
process, utilizing | ocal dangerous wildlife task teans conprised of the
two collaborating authorities. The two collaborating authorities shall
al so develop a nore effective and accurate dangerous wldlife reporting
systemto ensure a tinely response.

(c) The pilot programis primary goals are to provide for public
safety, to protect property, and to assess cougar popul ations.

p. 1 ESHB 2438. PL
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(2) Any rules adopted by the fish and wildlife commssion to
establish a pilot project allowng for the pursuit or hunting of
cougars with the aid of dogs under this section only nust ensure that
all pursuits or hunts are:

(a) Designed to protect public safety or property;

(b) Reflective of the nost current cougar popul ati on dat a;

(c) Designed to generate data that is necessary for the departnent
to satisfy the reporting requirenents of section 3 of this act; and

(d) Consistent with any applicable recomendati ons energing from
research on cougar population dynamcs in a nultiprey environnent

((

' )
departnent of fish and wildlife.

(3) The departnment of fish and wildlife may authorize ((ene)) three
addi tional seasons in which cougars may be pursued or killed w th dogs,
subject to the other conditions of the pilot project. ((Fhis)) The
additional ((seasen—+s)) seasons are authorized to ((averd—a—tag—+n

funded in whole or in part by the

departnent in the gathering of information necessary to fornulate a

recommendation to the leqislature regardi ng whet her a per manent program
is warranted, and if so, what constraints, goals, and objectives should
be included in a permanent program

Sec. 2. 2007 ¢ 178 s 2 (uncodified) is anended to read as foll ows:
A county legislative authority my request inclusion in the

( (feotrth—-and+f+nal—year)) additional three years of the cougar control
pil ot project authorized by ((ehapter—264—tLaws—of2004)) section 1 of

this act after taking the foll ow ng actions:

(1) Adopting a resolution that requests inclusion in the pilot
proj ect ;

(2) Docunenting the need to participate in the pilot project by
identifying the nunber of cougar/human encounters and |ivestock and pet
depr edati ons;

(3) Devel oping and agreeing to the inplenentation of an education

ESHB 2438. PL p. 2
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program designed to dissemnate to |andowners and other citizens
i nformati on about predator exclusion techniques and devices and ot her
nonl et hal net hods of cougar nmanagenent; and

(4) Denonstrating that existing cougar depredation permts, public
safety cougar hunts, or other existing wldlife nmanagenent tools have
not been sufficient to deal wth cougar incidents in the county.

~-- END ---
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