VETO MESSAGE ON SSB 5108
May 8, 2007

To the Honor abl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| am returning, wthout ny approval as to Sections 6 and 7,
Substitute Senate Bill 5108 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to farm and preservation.™

This bill creates the Ofice of Farmand Preservation.
Sections 6 and 7 are overly broad and do not appear to be
related to the underlying bill, as it prohibits the use of
em nent domain by governmental entities for wetland mtigation
purposes on agricultural land. Furthernore, if enacted,
Sections 6 and 7 create unintended and undesirable
consequences to numerous transportation and devel opnent
projects across the state, including the ability to neet state
and federal permt requirenents to continue dredging of the
| ower Col unmbi a River.

| understand that the Arnmy Corp of Engi neers, state agenci es,
Port officials, local legislators and Southwest WAshington
famlies are neeting to explore alternatives to condemation
for mtigation related to the Col unbi a Deepening Project. This
is a much nore productive avenue than t he provi sions Sections 6
and 7 provide.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Sections 6 and 7 of
Substitute Senate Bill 5108.

Wth the exception of Sections 6 and 7, Substitute Senate Bill
No. 5108 is approved.

Respectfully submtted,
Christine O Gregoire
Gover nor



