VETO MESSAGE ON 2SSB 5596
April 1, 2008

To the Honor abl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| am returning, wthout ny approval as to Section 3, Second
Substitute Senate Bill 5596 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to fair paynent for chiropractic
services."

This bill provides that a health i nsurance carrier nay not pay a
chiropractor less for a given service or procedure than it
pays any other provider for that service or procedure.

Section 3 directs the Insurance Comni ssioner after January 1,
2010 to contract for an evaluation of the inpact of Section 1
on the wutilization and cost of health care services, and
requires carriers to provide any data necessary to conplete
the evaluation. The evaluation is due to the Legislature by
January, 2012. Since it was not otherw se funded, the study
will be paid for through the adm nistrative assessnent | evied
on carriers by the Ofice of the Insurance Conm ssioner. This
is a significant adm nistrative burden on carriers with little
benefit.

For these reasons, I have vetoed Section 3 of Second
Substitute Senate Bill 5596.

Wth the exception of Section 3, Second Substitute Senate Bill
5596 i s approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Christine Gregoire
Gover nor



