VETO MESSAGE ON ESSB 6023
May 8, 2007

To the Honor abl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning, wthout ny approval as to Sections 9, 10, 11
and 13, Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 6023 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to the Washington assessnent of
student |earning."

Sections 1 through 7 of this bill provide for the adjustnent
of high school assessnent provisions related to state high
school graduation requirenents. These include specific changes
related to mathemati cs and science, as well as the addition of
several alternative assessnents and nodification of two other
alternative assessnents. Section 8 expands the provision of
di agnostic assessnents to assist students in devel oping the
skills required to be denpbnstrated on state assessnents.
Section 12 creates an advisory conmmttee to identify curricula
that wll assist in preparing students for the state
assessnent system

Section 9 of this bill directs the State Board of Educati on,
in consultation with the Superintendent of Public Instruction,
to study, examne and recommend changes to the high school

assessnments in nmathematics and science, focusing on
repl acenent of the current assessnents wth specifically
identified end- of - cour se assessments. The study's

reconmendation topics and tinelines are structured to point to
i npl enenti ng end-of -course assessnents as the predeterm ned
outcone. For this reason, | amvetoing Section 9.

However, | amwell aware of the strong legislative interest in
this subject, specifically related to mathenmati cs and sci ence
assessnents. | have asked the State Board of Education to
conduct a broad, objective study of end-of-course assessnents.
In the course of this study they will examne the various
end- of - course assessment systens used by other states; their
pur poses; the subjects assessed and how they align with state
standards, curriculum and instruction; whether the exans are
used singly or in conmbination with other assessnents for
graduati on deci sion purposes; how the exans integrate with an

entire assessnent system (all grades and subjects);
i npl enent ati on i ssues; costs and | essons | ear ned.
Additionally, OSPI will ask potential test vendors to provide
information regarding cost and techni cal aspects  of

i npl enenting end-of -course assessnents and that informtion



will be shared with the State Board. The State Board of
Education will provide recomendati ons based upon their study
and present the study information and recomrendations by
January 15, 2008.

Section 10 of this bill provides for the inplenmentation of
appeal s panels in each education service district for students
who have not been successful in neeting state standards

through the high school assessnent system The appeals
criteria specified in the legislation does not relate to the
student's knowl edge and skill of the state standards.
Therefore, | do not support this activity. Additionally, | am
concerned that such a systemw ||l not yield consistent results
from appeal s board to appeal s board.

Section 11 of this bill sets forth the threshold for student
English skills required for participation in the state
assessnment system wth the exception that neeting standards
through the state assessnent systemrenmains a requirenment for
hi gh school graduation. However, in practice, the provision of
excusi ng students fromthe assessnents has no effect since the
federal statute sets requirenments for student participation
for federal accountability purposes. Wen the federal statutes
are changed, state participation requirements wl| be
adjusted. Wiile this provision is well-neaning, having it in
statue will be confusing to students and parents.

Section 13 of this bill is an enmergency clause. | am vetoing
Section 13, as the issues in this legislation do not rise to
the level of an energency that requires the i medi ate revision
of state | aws.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Sections 9, 10, 11 and 13 of
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 6023.

Wth the exception of Sections 9, 10, 11 and 13, Engrossed
Substitute Senate Bill 6023 is approved.

Respectfully subm tted,
Christine O Gegoire
Gover nor



