VETO MESSAGE ON ESSB 6580
April 1, 2008

To the Honor abl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning, wthout ny approval as to Sections 7, 8, 9 and
10, Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 6580 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to mtigating the inpacts of
climate change through the growth nanagenent act.”

Section 2 requires the Departnent of Comunity, Trade and
Econom ¢ Devel opment to develop advisory nethods for how
counties and cities can evaluate and respond to clinmate
change. In ny view, this section of the bill does not create a
new mandate for |ocal governnents, and does not provide
grounds for new litigation under the G owh Managenent Act.
The section appropriately recognizes the differences between
our urban and rural settings, and requires the Departnment to
foll ow the recommendati ons of the policy commttee created in
Section 4 of the bill. The bill directs the conmttee, which
will include legislators, county and city officials, tribes,
state agenci es, business, agriculture, forestry, |land use and
other interests, to develop recommendations for whether and
how climate change coul d be addressed in the GVA. Any further
action on this topic is subject to future decisions by the
Legi slature. In addition, Section 6 of the bill ensures that
t he ongoi ng Ruckel shaus Center process related to agriculture
and | and use is not affected.

Section 3 establishes a voluntary pilot global warm ng
mtigation and adaptation programfor up to three counties and
up to six cities. The Departnment is required to provide grants
and technical assistance to local governnents who are
addressing clinmate change through their land use plans. Only
partial funding was provided for the pilot program-- enough
for the Departnment to provide limted technical assistance,
but not enough to provide state grant funds to the pilot
jurisdictions. | ask the Departnent to encourage |oca
jurisdictions that have their own resources to begin, on a
voluntary basis, to address the role of Jland use and
transportation planning in mtigating clinmate change. However,

given the state's budget forecast, | strongly believe that
additional state funding for the pilots will not be avail able
next bi enni um

Section 7 is an energency clause to allow the bill to take

effect inmediately. An energency clause is to be used where it



is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
peace, health or safety or whenever it is essential for the
support of state governnent. The clause would allow the
Departnent to pronptly convene a commttee and begin work on a
report due later this year. However, there was no suppl enent al
funding provided to inplenment the bill in fiscal year 2008. As a
result, the energency clause is not needed.

Section 8 would declare this act null and void if funding were
not provided specifically for Section 2 of the bill (advisory
nmet hods) in the ommi bus appropriations act. Section 9 would
declare this act null and void if funding were not provided
specifically for Section 3 of the bill (pilot program in the
omi bus appropriations act. Section 10 of the bill would
declare this act null and void if funding were not provided
specifically for this nmeasure in the omibus appropriations
act. Funding for this bill, including Sections 2 and 3, was
i ncluded in the omi bus appropriations act. As a result, the
null and void clauses are not needed.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Sections 7, 8, 9 and 10 of
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 6580.

Wth the exception of Sections 7, 8 9 and 10, Engrossed
Substitute Senate Bill 6580 is approved.

Respectfully subm tted,
Christine O Gegoire
Gover nor



