VETO MESSAGE ON SSB 6807
March 28, 2008

To the Honor abl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| am returning, wthout ny approval as to Section 2,
Substitute Senate Bill 6807 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to discharge of long-term care
residents.”

Substitute Senate Bill 6807 prohibits a boarding honme from
transferring or discharging a current resident on the basis
that it is voluntarily withdrawing fromthe Medicaid program

Section 2 requires all long-termcare facilities to disclose
in witing to any potential resident prior to adm ssion the
facility policy on accepting Medicaid as a paynment source
Upon admi ssion, the disclosure will be considered a legally
bi ndi ng contract between the resident and the facility.

| am concerned that this section is inpossible to inplenment

retroactively, and there is no recourse for those who woul d be
in violation of this bill the noment it becones effective. In
addi tion, Washington's adm nistrative code already requires
t he di sclosure contenplated in Section 2.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Section 2 of Substitute
Senate Bill 6807.

Wth the exception of Section 2, Substitute Senate Bill 6807
i s approved.

Respectfully submtted,
Christine Gregoire
Gover nor



