SB 5090-S2 - DI GEST
(AS OF SENATE 2ND READI NG 3/7/2007)

Requires the departnent of community, trade, and econonic
devel opment to administer, with the advice of the Washi ngton
econom ¢ devel opnent council, an innovation partnership zone
program consisting of the designation of I nnovati on
partnership zones, the awarding of innovation partnership
grants, and the provision of technical and pl anni ng
assi st ance.

Provi des that, on COctober 1st of each year, the director
shal | designate innovation partnership zones. Applications for
state designation of an area as an innovation partnership zone
may be submitted by associ ate devel opnent organi zations, port
districts, wor kf orce  devel opnent counci | s, cities, or
counti es.

Requires the director to disburse innovation partnership
zone grants. Innovation partnership zone grants nust be used
to inprove the commercialization facilities within an area
designated as an innovation partnership zone and be used to
facilitate the coll aborati on between research teans, industry,
and workforce training providers that wll Jlead to the
formation and financing of new innovative firns, t he
commercialization of research results, and the novenent of
firms and industry clusters into globally conpetitive niches.
The grants will be awarded only to applicants operating within a
designated innovation partnership zone consistent wth the
following criteria and such other criteria as the director
develops in consultation with the Washington state economc
devel opnment comm ssion: (1) Each grant nust be matched by a
comm tnment of financial support fromthe private sector equa
to or greater than fifty percent of the requested grant
anmount ;

(2) Eligible grant applicants may include associate
devel opnent organi zati ons, port districts, wor kf or ce
devel opment councils, educational or research institutions,
and | ocal jurisdictions;

(3) During the biennium ending June 30, 2009, nore than
two partnership zone grants shall be awarded to recipients in
the central Puget Sound region, a mninmmof two such grants
shall be awarded in eastern Washington and a m ni num of one
such grant shall be awarded in western Washi ngton outside the
central Puget Sound region;

(4) Applicants for innovation partnership zone grants
nmust: (a) disclose the service delivery nechanisns to be used
to allow industry associations, cluster associations, and
busi nesses to access the technical assistance, advisory,
research, and comercialization capabilities of research teans
within the zone; (b) detail how training services wll be



coordinated and delivered to industry associations, cluster
associ ations, and businesses within the zone; and (c) describe
the nethods by which the applicant wll facilitate the
conpetitiveness of firns, the commercialization of research
and the upgradi ng of worker skills wthin the zone.

Provides that the act shall be null and void if
appropriations are not approved.



