SB 5659 - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 2ND SUB)

Finds that, although famly and nedical |eave |aws have
assisted individuals to balance the demands of the workpl ace
with their famly responsibilities, nore needs to be done to
achieve the goals of famly care, children and fam |y health,
wor kf orce stability, and econom c security.

Finds that many individuals do not have access to famly
and nedical |eave laws, and those who do may not be in a
financial position to take famly and nedical |eave that is
unpai d, and that enployer-paid benefits, including famly and
nmedi cal | eave and disability benefits, neet only a relatively
smal | part of this need.

Declares it to be in the public interest to establish a
program that: (1) Allows parents to bond with a newborn or
newly placed child, and workers to care for seriously ill
famly nmenbers or recover from their own serious health
condi ti on;

(2) Is in addition to those prograns offered by
enpl oyers;

(3) Provides limted incone support for a reasonable
period while an individual is away from work on famly and
nmedi cal | eave; and

(4) Reduces the inpact on state incone support prograns
by increasing an individual's ability to provide caregiving
services for famly nenbers while maintaining an enpl oynent
rel ati onshi p.

Requires the secretary of state to submt this act to the
people for their adoption and ratification, or rejection, at
the next general election to be held in this state, in
accordance wth Article 11, section 1 of the state
Constitution and the | aws adopted to facilitate its operation



