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Finds that education is the single most effective
investment that can be made in children, the state, the
economy, and the future. A well-educated citizenry is
essential both for the preservation of democracy and for
enhancing the state's ability to compete in the knowledge-
based global economy.

Declares that the overarching goal for education in the
state is to have a world-class, learner-focused, seamless
education system that educates more Washingtonians to the
highest levels of educational attainment.

Requires that, in conjunction with child care providers
and other early learning leaders, the department shall review
and revise child care provider rules in order to emphasize the
need for mutual respect among parents, providers, and state
staff who enforce rules. Revised rules shall clearly focus on
keeping children safe and improving early learning outcomes
for children. The department shall develop a plan by July 2007
that outlines the process and timelines to complete the rules
review. Nothing in this act changes the department's
responsibility to collectively bargain over mandatory
subjects.


