SB 5966-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTI TUTE)

Finds that mnimzing the inpacts of global climte
change, and restoring the health and resiliency of eastern
Washington's forests, will require an accel erated approach to
research coupled with an aggressive outreach and training
program to notivate an appropriate response on the ground
Better data can be used to nobilize ground responses wth
enhanced site-specific treatnents.

Finds that investnments made today, both in research,
trai ning, and on-the-ground treatnents, will prove nore cost-
effective, conserve nore resources, and save nore firefighting
costs than the option of doing not hing.

Directs the college of forest resources at the University
of Washington to: (1) Determne how treatnents may be
custom zed to site-specific conditions and to identify the
nost cost-effective treatnments for reducing the risk of
climate change and restoring forest health.

(2) I'nplement a program of technology transfer through a
series of outreach activities, including trainer training,
community group outreach, and the production of streanm ng
video and other instructional materials concerning the risks
of not responding to changing climatic conditions and the
benefits of various treatnent options.

(3) Devel op nethods by which state and federal agencies,
private and community groups, and Indian tribes may directly
assess the costs associated with different managenent options,
including the cost of no action and how future costs can be
avoi ded.

(4) Analyze the institutional cost accounting nethods to
denonstrate where savings are accunulated and where
investnments are nost needed to restore forest health, and
provide recommended alternatives that can inprove the
responsi veness  of treatments, bi omass col |l ecti on, and
infrastructure devel opnent investnents ained at reducing
health risks as applied differently to federal, state, and
private ownershi ps.

(5) Support other programs that assess the feasibility of
converting | arge anmounts of underutilized biomass into useful
products and green energy by providing required analyses
needed to efficiently collect and deliver biomass to green
energy end users.

(6) Conduct a pilot project on a high hazard area of
forest land that collects and anal yzes renbte sensing data,
using tools such as |ight detection and ranging data, in order
to rapidly track forest health changes and provide information
for planning ground treatnments and the design of a



conprehensive health tracking and treatnent planning system
for state nonitoring.

Appropriates the sumof five hundred thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as nmay be necessary, for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 2008, fromthe general fund to the University
of Washington for the purposes of this act.

Appropriates the sumof five hundred thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as nmay be necessary, for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 2009, fromthe general fund to the University
of Washington for the purposes of this act.



