SB 6025 - DI GEST

Declares that the departnent has the lead role in
devel oping a conprehensive forest health program to achieve
the goals of this act. Wthin available funding, the
departnment shall: (1) Develop, gather, and dissen nate
information on forest health conditions, nonitor forest health
conditions and changes over time, and coordinate and enter
agreenents with interested and affected parti es;

(2) Coordinate with universities, university extension
services, federal and state agencies, private, public, and
tribal forest |andowners, consulting foresters, and forest
managers to nonitor forest fuel buildup, forest insect and
di sease out breaks, and wind and ice stormevents; and

(3) Coordinate with universities, university extension
services, and state and federal agencies to provide education
and technical assistance to private, public, and tribal forest
| andowners on silvicultural and forest mnanagenent science,
techni ques, and technology to maintain forests in conditions
that are resilient and resistant to di sturbance agents.

Provi des that forest health i ssues shall be addressed by a
tiered system

(1) The first tier is intended to maintain forest health
and protect forests from disturbance agents through the
voluntary efforts of |andowners. Tier 1 is the desired status.
Consistent with |andowner objectives and the protection of
public resources, forests should be managed in ways that
create, restore, or maintain healthy forest ecosystens so that
di sturbance agents occur or exist at nonepidemc |evels. To
the extent of available funding, information and technical
assistance will be nade available to forest | andowners so they
can plan for and inplenment necessary forest health naintenance
and restoration activities.

(2) The second tier is intended to nmanage the devel opnent
of threats to forest health, or address existing threats to
forest health, due to disturbance agents. Actions by
| andowners to address such threats to forest health are
voluntary except as required under chapter 76.04 RCWto reduce
t he danger of the spread of fire. Actions suggested to reduce
threats to forest health are specified in forest health hazard
war ni ngs i ssued by the conmm ssioner of public |ands under this
act. Wthin available funding, site-specific information,
techni cal assistance, and project coordination services shal
be offered as determ ned appropriate by the departnent.

Repeal s provisions of chapter 76.06 RCW



