SB 6099-S. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Requires that, as soon as practicable after the effective
date of this act, the departnent shall hire a nediator, and
appropriate planning staff, including urban, transportation
and nei ghborhood planners, to assist the departnent in
devel oping a state route nunber 520 expansion inpact plan for
addressing the inpacts of the state route nunber 520 bridge
repl acenent and HOV project on Seattle neighborhoods, parks,
and institutions of higher education, and the city of Seattle.

Provides that, until Decenber 1, 2008, the nedi ator nust
provide periodic reports to the joint transportation conmttee
and the governor regarding the status of the project inpact
pl an devel opnent process. The nedi ator nust submt a progress
report to the joint transportation commttee and the governor
by August 1, 2007. The nediator nust submt a final project
impact plan to the governor and |egislature by Decenber 1,
2008.

Requires that, as part of the state route nunber 520
bri dge replacenent and HOV project, the governor's office
shall work with the departnent, sound transit, King county
metro, and the University of Wshington, to plan for high
capacity transportation in +the state route nunber 520
corridor. The parties shall jointly develop a nultinodal
transportation plan that ensures the effective and efficient
coordination of bus services and light rail services
t hr oughout the state route nunber 520 corridor. The plan shal
include alternatives for a nultinodal transit station that
serves the state route nunber 520 - Montlake interchange
vicinity, and mtigation of inpacts on affected parties. The
hi gh capacity transportation planning work nust be closely
coordinated wth the state route nunber 520 bridge repl acenent
and HOV project's environnental planning process, and nust be
conpleted within the current funding for the project. A draft
plan nust be submtted to the governor and the joint
transportation commttee by Cctober 1, 2007. A final plan nust
be submitted to the governor and the joint transportation
comm ttee by Decenber 2008.

Provides that the state route nunber 520 bridge
repl acenment and HOV project finance plan nust include state
funding, federal funding, at least one billion dollars in
regional contributions, and revenue from tolling. The
departnent nust provide a proposed finance plan to be tied to
the estimated cost of the recommended project solutions, as
provided wunder this act, to the governor and the joint
transportation conmttee by January 1, 2008.

VETO MESSAGE ON ESSB 6099



May 15, 2007

To t he Honor abl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| am returning, wthout ny approval as to Sections 4 and 5,
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 6099 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to the state route nunber 520
bri dge repl acenent and HOV project.”

This bill is an inportant step in naking progress on the
repl acenent of the State Route 520 bridge. The bill declares
that the bridge should be replaced with four general purpose
| anes and two hi gh occupancy vehicle lanes. It also creates a
nmedi ati on process for resolving concerns regarding conmunity
i npacts caused by the bridge replacenent.

Section 4 of this bill permts the project's nediator to ask
an engineering firmto conduct an independent review of tubes
and tunnels under Lake Washington, a partial tunnel from
Interstate 5 to the west end of the SR 520 bridge, and a
proposal to nove SR 520 fromits current alignment through the
Arboretum The bill requires that the nmedi ator submt a report
to the Joint Transportation Conmittee and the Governor
regarding the results of the independent review by Septenber
1, 2007.

| have decided to veto Section 4 due to the perm ssive nature

of the bill language and the insufficient anmount of tine
avai l abl e to conduct the independent design review Instead,
the contract for the nmediator will require the nediator to ask

an engineering firmto conduct an independent review of the
three alternative designs for the project, rather than sinply
permtting the nediator to conduct the review Additionally,

the contract will require conpletion of the independent review
by Decenber 1, 2007. Mandating the review while providing
additional tinme for the work will provide sufficient tinme for

an engineering firm to perform a thorough review of the
proposed alternative designs.

Section 5 of the legislation prohibits any on-site
construction of the SR520 project. This section has good
intentions, but could inadvertently prevent the Departnent of
Transportation (Departnent) from noving forward on projects
outside of the actual bridge replacenent. Wiile | have vetoed
Section 5, | amdirecting the Departnent not to commence any
bridge construction until the mtigation and finance plans are
submtted to the Governor and Legi sl ature by 2008.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Sections 4 and 5 of Engrossed
Substitute Senate Bill 6099.



Wth the exception of Sections 4 and 5, Engrossed Substitute
Senate Bill 6099 is approved.

Respectfully subm tted,
Christine O Gegoire
Gover nor



