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HB 2483 - S AMD 255
By Senator Cenig

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that fax, e-mail, and
internet voting remain fundanentally | ess secret than mail voting or

poll voting and |ess secure against technical failure, fraud, and

rigging. The legislature further finds that until the denonstrated
flaws with these nethods of voting are resolved, e-mail, fax, and
internet voting nust be deened inferior to mail voting or poll voting
regardl ess of any relative conveni ence or potential cost savings. It
is the intent of the legislature that fax, e-mail, and internet voting
must be wutilized, if deployed at all, as an alternative nethod

available only to voters that denonstrate or affirm that all best
efforts to facilitate paper ballot mail voting will fail to enfranchise
the voter.

Sec. 2. RCW29A 40.150 and 2009 ¢ 415 s 12 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) An_overseas or_service voter nmay receive a_ballot_ by fax,
e-mail, or other electronic neans. An overseas_or service voter may
return a voted ballot by fax, e-nmail, or other electronic neans if the
voter neets the conditions indicated in the waiver and affirnation of
residence in section 4 of this act and if the voter's signature on both
the declaration and the waiver and affirmati on of residence acconpani es
the ballot. Al other overseas and service voters nust return_voted
ballots by postal service or_ private_ courier_service. The _county
audi tor nust establish procedures to best protect the secrecy of voted
bal | ot s.

(2) An overseas or service voter may request to receive all future
ballots by fax, e-mail, or_ other available_ electronic_ neans. An
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overseas_or _service_voter may also_request to_ termnate_ receiving
ball ots by postal mail.

(3) The ((+nftormatton—oen—the—enveloepes—eor)) instructions for
overseas voters and service voters nust include the contact information
for the county auditor's office, the waiver and affirnmation_ of
resi dence, and nust explain that:

((5)) (a) Return postage is freeif the ballot is nmailed through
the United States postal service, United States armed forces postal
service, or the postal service of a United States forei gn enbassy;

((2)) (b) The date of the declaration signature is considered the
date of mailing;

((3))) (c) The ((envelepe)) waiver and affirmation of residence,
if required, and the declaration nust be signed ((by)) no later than
el ection day;

((64))) (d) If the voter is not already reqgistered to vote, the
signed declaration ((en—the—enveloepe)) is the equivalent of voter
regi stration;

((65))) (e) A voter may ((fFfax—a—votedballot—andthe—acconpanyng
envelope—i—the—voler—agrees—to—walve—secrecy——The—baltot—w+-—be
the—eleetion)) request to receive all future ballots by fax, e-mail, or
ot her avail able el ectroni c neans; and

({ £6—A—veoler—may—obtatn—aballot—via—electromntc—rmrar-—whi-ch—the

I | . o ¢ ball I I . ,
he bal Lot . hall i nelude the web_si f the off] oY

seeretary—of—state)) (f) A voter nmay contact the county auditor's
office to confirmthat the ballot was received.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A newsectionis added to chapter 29A 40 RCW
to read as foll ows:

An overseas or service voter nmay register to vote, request a
ballot, or transmt a ballot using forns or nethods provided by the
United States departnent of defense or the United States election
assi stance commi ssion so long as that form or nethod does not conflict
wi th the provisions of RCW29A. 40. 150.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A newsectionis added to chapter 29A 40 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The wai ver and affirmation of residence shall contain in substance
the fol |l ow ng:

Wai ver and Affirmati on of Resi dence

| know that | can use e-mail or fax to return ny ballot only if it is
not feasible toreturn ny ballot on tine by postal mail.

| affirmthat | amon overseas active duty with a branch of the United
States mlitary service in a designated conbat zone, hostile fire, or
i mm nent danger area as defined by the United States departnment of
defense and that postal service is not sufficient to accommopdate the
tinmely postal mailing of nmy voted ballot.

| understand that by returning ny voted ballot by e-mail or fax, ny
voted ballot will not be secret. My voted ballot with ny name my
remain avail able on the conputers and systens used to send, receive,
and process ny ball ot.

| hereby know ngly and voluntarily waive nmy right to a secret ballot.
Si gnature Dat e"

HB 2483 - S AMD
By Senator Cenmig

On page 1, line 1 of the title, after "voters;" strike the
remai nder of the title and insert "anmendi ng RCW 29A. 40. 150; addi ng new
sections to chapter 29A.40 RCW and creating a new section.”

EFFECT: An intent section is added. Only those on overseas
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active duty in a designated conbat zone may return a voted ballot by e-
mail or fax if returning the voted ballot by postal mail is not
feasible. In this situation, the voter nust sign an affirmation and
wai ver attesting to this and acknow edgi ng that the voter waives his or
her right to a secret ballot.
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