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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5364

Passed Legi slature - 2011 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2011 Regul ar Session

By Senate Environnment, Water & Energy (originally sponsored by
Senators Swecker, Pridenore, Fraser, Nelson, Honeyford, Shin, and
Morton; by request of Departnment of Health)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 09/ 11.

AN ACT Relating to public water system operating permts; and
anendi ng RCW70. 119A. 110.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 70.119A 110 and 2003 1st sp.s. ¢ 5 s 18 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) No person namy operate a group A public water system unless the
person first submts an application to the departnent and receives an
operating permt as provided in this section. A new application nust
be subm tted upon any change in ownership of the system ((ArRy—perseoen
operabng—a—pubH-ec—water—system—eon—Juby—28-—1981 Ry —continue —to
epe#a%e—%he—sys%eﬂ+ﬁnkkk—%he—dega#%#en%—%akes—#+na#—ae%+en——+ﬂe+ﬂd+ng

(2) The departnent may require that each application include the
information that is reasonable and necessary to determne that the
system conplies wth applicable standards and requirenents of the
federal safe drinking water act, state |aw, and rul es adopted by the
departnent or by the state board of health.
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(3) Following its review of the application, its supporting

material, and any information received by the departnent in its
investigation of the application, the department shall issue or deny
the operating permt. The departnent shall act on initial permt
applications as expeditiously as possible, and shall in all cases

ei ther grant or deny the application within one hundred twenty days of
recei pt of the application or of any suppl enental information required
to conplete the application. The applicant for a permt shall be
entitled to file an appeal in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCWif the
departnment denies the initial or subsequent applications or inposes
conditions or requirenents upon the operator. Any operator of a public
wat er systemthat requests a hearing may continue to operate the system
until a decision is issued after the hearing.

(4) At the time of initial permt application or at the time of
permt renewal the departnent nmmy inpose such permt conditions,
requi renents for system inprovenents, and conpliance schedules as it
determ nes are reasonabl e and necessary to ensure that the systemwl|
provide a safe and reliable water supply to its users.

(5) Operating permts shall be issued for a termof one year, and
shal |l be renewed annually, unless the operator fails to apply for a new
permt or the departnment finds good cause to deny the application for
renewal .

(6) Each application shall be acconpanied by an annual fee ((as

connection—plus—ten—eents—for—each—servi-ce—connectton—inr—excess—eof-

SSB 5364. SL p. 2
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Hiree—thousand —three— hundred—thirby-tour —or— rpre—servi-ce —connect-ens
shall be ten thousand dollars.

ey —th—addrt+on—to—the —fees—untder — (& —threugh — - —of —thts
subsection, the department may charge an additional one-tine fee of
‘ ol : I . . .

¢ | . it he f I o)t I
te)—ef—this— sabsee%ken— Phe departrent —may —eharge —runi-cHpalb —wat-er
suppt-ers——as—dettned — -1 —REOW-90-03-015—an —addi-t+onal —annual-—Fee
egui valent to twenty-five cents for-each residential service connection
For—the—purpose—ol—Funding—the—water—conservatton—activit-es—-n—RCOW
70-H9A180)) .

(7) The_departnent shall adopt rules, in accordance with chapter
34.05 RCW necessary to inplenent this section.

(8) The departnent shall establish by rule categories of annua
operating pernmt fees based on_system size, conplexity, and nunber of
service connections. Fees charged nust be sufficient to cover, but may
not exceed, the costs to the departnent of admi nistering a program for
safe and reliable drinking water. The departnent shall use operating
permt fees to nonitor and enforce_conpliance by group A public water
systens with state and federal |aws that govern planning, water use
efficiency, design, construction, operation, naintenance, financing,
nmanagenent , and ener gency response.

((6H)) (9) The annual per-connection fee may not exceed one doll ar
and_fifty cents. The departnent ((#ay)) shall phase-in ((the))
i npl enent ati on ((fer—any—group—of—systensprovided)) of any annual fee

i ncrease greater than ten percent, and shall establish the schedule for

i npl ement ati on ((+s—estabtished)) by rule. ((PHoer—tot+rplerentingthe
operati-ng—perm-t—regquirenrent—on—wat-er—systens—havi-ng—less—than—H-ve
bundied—servi-ce—connectons——the —departrent —shabk-—form—a—comm-ttee
corposed—of —persons—operabingthese—systems———Thecomm-ttee—shal—be
corposed—ol—the—departmrent—ol—health—two—operators—ol—water—systens
having—under—oenre—hundred—conneetions——two—operators—of —water—systens
ha¥an—be%meen—ene—haad#ed—and—%me—hﬁﬂd#&d—se%v#ee—eeﬂﬂee%ken&r—kme

sefrvi-ce—connect-ons——bwo—operators—ob—vwater —systens—having—between
Hiree—hundred —and—fowr—hundred —servi-ce—connections—bwo —operators—olb
walk-er— sys%eﬁs hav+ng between—lFouwr —hundred —and—Hve—hundred—service
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be —echosen —fHrom—di-tHerent —geographte —reghons —ob —the —state—Thts
conm-tee—shalh—develop—dratt-—rules—to—implenent —th-s—sectton—The
draft rules will then be subject to the rule-naking procedures in
accordance —w-th —chapter—34-05—ROA-)) Rules established by the
departnent prior to 2020 nust limt the annual operating permt fee for
any public water system to no_ greater than_ one hundred thousand
dol l ars.

((8))) (10) The departnment shall notify existing public water
systens of the requirenents of RCW 70. 119A 030, 70.119A 060, and this
section at |east one hundred twenty days prior to the date that an
application for a permt is required pursuant to RCW 70.119A 030,
70. 119A. 060, and this section.

((69Y)) (11) The departnent shall issue one operating permt to any
approved satellite systemnmanagenent agency. Operating permt fees for
approved satellite systemmanagenent agencies ((shat—beonedolHar—per
connect-on—per—year —for—the—total—nurber —ol —connections —under—the
reragerent—of —the —approved—satelHte—agency——The —departrent —shab-
dettne—by—rule—the—neantng—ol—the—term-"satelte—system-manragenent
ageney——H—a—statutory—debntton—ol —this—termexists——then—the
departrent —shatbk—adopt — by —rule —a —defnitHon —conststent —w-th—the
statutory—defnit+on)) nust be established by the departnent by rule.
Rul es established by the departnent nust set a single fee based on the
total nunber of connections for all group A public water systens owned
by a satellite nmanagenent agency.

((28y)) (12) For purposes of this section, "group A public water
systenf and "systeni nean those water systens with fifteen or nore
servi ce connections, regardless of the nunber of people; or a system
serving an average of twenty-five or nore people per day for sixty or
nore days within a cal endar year, regardless of the nunber of service
connecti ons.

Passed by the Senate March 2, 2011.

Passed by the House April 7, 2011.

Approved by the Governor April 18, 2011.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 19, 2011.
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