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SENATE BI LL 5501

Passed Legislature - 2011 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2011 Regul ar Session

By Senators Miurray, Kilnmer, Schoesler, Conway, Honeyford, Kohl -
Wel | es, Keiser, Shin, Hol ngui st Newbry, and Wite

Read first tinme 01/27/11. Referred to Cormmittee on Ways & Means.

AN ACT Relating to the taxation of enployee neals provided w thout
speci fic charge; adding a new section to chapter 82.04 RCW adding a
new section to chapter 82.08 RCW adding a new section to chapter 82.12
RCW providing an effective date; and decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 82.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) This chapter does not apply to restaurants in respect to neals
provi ded wi t hout specific charge to enpl oyees.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the definitions in section 2
of this act apply.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 82.08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The tax levied by RCW 82.08.020 does not apply to a neal
provi ded wi t hout specific charge to an enpl oyee by a restaurant.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the followng definitions
apply unless the context clearly requires otherw se.
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(a) "Meal" neans one or nore itens of prepared food or beverages
ot her than al coholic beverages. For the purposes of this subsection,
"al coholic beverage" and "prepared food" have the sane neanings as
provi ded in RCW82. 08. 0293

(b) "Restaurant" nmeans any establishnent having special space and
accommodat i on where food and beverages are regularly sold to the public
for i medi ate, but not necessarily on-site, consunption, but excluding
grocery stores, mni-nmarkets, and convenience stores. Rest aur ant
i ncludes, but is not limted to, lunch counters, diners, coffee shops,
espresso shops or bars, concession stands or counters, delicatessens,

and cafeterias. It also includes space and accommobdati ons where food
and beverages are sold to the public for immedi ate consunption that are
| ocated within hotels, notels, |odges, boarding houses, bed and

breakfast facilities, hospitals, office buildings, novie theaters, and
school s, colleges, or universities, if a separate charge is nmade for
such food or beverages. Mobile sales units that sell food or beverages
for immediate consunption within a place, the entrance to which is
subject to an adm ssion charge, are "restaurants."” So too are public
and private carriers, such as trains and vessels, that sell food or
beverages for inmmedi ate consunption if a separate charge for the food
and/or beverages is made. A restaurant is open to the public for
purposes of this section if menbers of the public can be served as
guests. "Restaurant" does not include busi nesses making sal es through
vendi ng machi nes or through nobile sales units such as catering trucks
or sidewal k vendors of food or beverage itens.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 82.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The provisions of this chapter do not apply in respect to a
meal provided without specific charge to an enpl oyee by a restaurant.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the definitions in section 2
of this act apply.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
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1 July 1, 2011

Passed by the Senate March 4, 2011.

Passed by the House April 1, 2011.

Approved by the Governor April 13, 2011.
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