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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6384

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2012 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2012 Regul ar Session
By Senate Health & Long-Term Care (originally sponsored by Senators
Parlette, Murray, Keiser, Fraser, Carrell, Kline, Pridenore, Frockt,
Del vin, Harper, Fain, Honeyford, Benton, Hobbs, Hewitt, Shin, Regala,
McAul i ffe, Conway, Kohl-Welles, Roach, Haugen, and Nel son)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 12.

AN ACT Relating to ensuring that persons wth devel opnental
disabilities be given the opportunity to transition to a community
access program after enrollnent in an enpl oynent program and adding a
new section to chapter 71A 12 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A newsection is added to chapter 71A. 12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Cdients age twenty-one and ol der who are receiving enpl oynent
services nust be offered the choice to transition to a community access
program after nine nonths of enrollnent in an enpl oynent program and
the option to transition from a comunity access program to an
enpl oynment program at any tine. Enrol I ment in an enpl oynent program
begins at the tine the client is authorized to receive enpl oynent.

(2) Prior approval by the departnent shall not be required to
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effectuate the client's choice to transition froman enpl oynment program
to comunity access services after verifying nine nonths of
participation in enploynent-rel ated services.

(3) The departnent shall inform clients and their |ega
representatives of all available options for enploynent and day
services, including the opportunity to request an exception from
enrollment in an enploynment program Information provided to the
client and the client's | egal representative nust include the types of
activities each service option provides, and the anount, scope, and
duration of service for which the client would be eligible under each
service option. An individual client may be authorized for only one
service option, either enploynent services or comunity access
servi ces. Clients may not participate in nore than one of these
services at any given tine.

(4) The departnment shall work wth counties and stakeholders to
strengt hen and expand the existing community access program incl udi ng
the consideration of options that allow for alternative service
settings outside of the client's residence. The program should
enphasi ze support for the clients so that they are able to participate
in activities that integrate them into their comunity and support
i ndependent |iving and skills.

(5) The departnment shall develop rules to allow for an exception to
the requirenent that a client participate in an enpl oynent program for
nine nonths prior to transitioning to a community access program

Passed by the Senate March 3, 2012.

Passed by the House February 29, 2012.

Approved by the Governor March 19, 2012.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 19, 2012.
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