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SENATE BI LL 5593

Passed Legislature - 2013 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session
By Senators Smth and Parlette

Read first tine 02/05/13. Referred to Commttee on Natural Resources
& Par ks.

AN ACT Relating to filing requirenents for property tax exenption
clainms for certain inprovenents to benefit fish and wildlife habitat,
wat er quality, or water quantity; and anendi ng RCW84. 36. 255.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW84.36.255 and 1997 ¢ 295 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Al inprovenents to real and personal property that benefit
fish and wildlife habitat, water quality, or water quantity are exenpt
from taxation if the inprovenents are included under a witten
conservation plan approved by a conservation district. The
conservation districts ((shatt)) nust cooperate with the federal
natural resource conservation service, other conservation districts,
t he departnent of ecology, the departnent of fish and wildlife, and
nonprofit organi zations to assist |andowners by working with themto
obt ai n approved conservation plans so as to qualify for the exenption
provided for in this section. As provided in subsection (3) of this
section and RCW 89.08.440(2), a conservation district ((shatH-)) nust
initially certify that the best managenent practice benefits fish and
wildlife habitat, water quality, or water quantity. A habitat
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conservation plan under the terns of the federal endangered species act
((shalt)) is not ((be)) considered a conservation plan for purposes of
this exenption

(2) The exenption ((shatk)) remains in effect only if inprovenents
identified in the witten best nmanagenent practices agreenent are
mai ntai ned as originally approved or anended. |[|nprovenents nade as a
requirenent to mtigate for inpacts to fish and wildlife habitat, water
quality, or water quantity are not eligible for exenption under this
section.

(3) Aclaimfor exenption under this section ((#&y)) nust be filed
annually with the county assessor ((at—anry—t+#we)) on or before QOctober
31st during the year for exenption fromtaxes levied for collection in
the foll owi ng year when submtted on fornms prescribed by the departnent
of revenue devel oped in consultation with the conservation district.
The | andowner ((shal)) nust certify each subsequent year that the
i nprovenents for which exenption is sought are maintained as originally
approved or anended in the witten conservation plan. In the first
filing year, the claimnust contain the initial certification by the
conservation district that the inprovenments for which exenption is
sought were included under a witten conservation plan approved by the
conservation district including best managenent practices that benefit
fish and wldlife habitat, water quality, or water quantity. Each
subsequent _filing_ year, the_ claim_ nust contain_a_copy_ of the
conservation district's initial certification nade in the first filing
year, along with the |andowner's own_ certification for the current
filing year.

~-- END ---
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