
 

1590 AMH REYK ELGE 099 Official Print - 1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

1590 AMH REYK ELGE 099 

    

HB 1590 - H AMD  769 
By Representative Reykdal 

ADOPTED 02/16/2016 

 Strike everything after the enacting clause and in sert the 

following: 

"Sec. 1.  RCW 19.28.161 and 2013 c 23 s 29 are each amended  to 

read as follows: 

(1) No person may engage in the electrical construc tion trade 

without having a valid master journey level electri cian certificate 

of competency, journey level electrician certificat e of competency, 

master specialty electrician certificate of compete ncy, or specialty 

electrician certificate of competency issued by the  department in 

accordance with this chapter. Electrician certifica te of competency 

specialties include, but are not limited to: Reside ntial, pump and 

irrigation, limited energy system, signs, nonreside ntial 

maintenance, restricted nonresidential maintenance,  and appliance 

repair. ((Until July 1, 2007, the department of lab or and industries 

shall issue a written warning to any specialty pump  and irrigation 

or domestic pump electrician not having a valid ele ctrician 

certification. The warning will state that the indi vidual must apply 

for an electrical training certificate or be qualif ied for and apply 

for electrician certification under the requirement s in RCW 

19.28.191(1)(g) within thirty calendar days of the warning. Only one 

warning will be issued to any individual. If the in dividual fails to 

comply with this section, the department shall issu e a penalty as 

defined in RCW 19.28.271 to the individual.)) 

(2)(a) A person who is ((indentured)): (i) Register ed in an 

apprenticeship program approved under chapter 49.04  RCW for the 

electrical construction trade ((or who is)); (ii) l earning the 
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electrical construction trade while working in a sp ecialty other 

than residential; or (iii) learning the electrical construction 

trade in a program described in RCW 19.28.191(1) (f ) or (g) for a 

journey level or residential specialty certificate of competency may 

work in the electrical construction trade if superv ised by a 

certified master journey level electrician, journey  level 

electrician, master specialty electrician in that e lectrician's 

specialty, or specialty electrician in that electri cian's specialty. 

(b) All apprentices and individuals learning the el ectrical 

construction trade shall obtain an electrical train ing certificate 

from the department. The certificate shall authoriz e the holder to 

learn the electrical construction trade while under  the direct 

supervision of a master journey level electrician, journey level 

electrician, master specialty electrician working i n that 

electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician w orking in that 

electrician's specialty. The certificate may includ e a photograph of 

the holder. The holder of the electrical training c ertificate shall 

renew the certificate biennially. At the time of re newal, the holder 

shall provide the department with an accurate list of the holder's 

employers in the electrical construction industry f or the previous 

biennial period and the number of hours worked for each employer. 

The holder shall also provide proof of ((sixteen))f orty-eight hours 

of: Approved classroom training covering this chapt er, the national 

electrical code, or electrical theory; or equivalen t classroom 

training taken as part of an approved apprenticeshi p program under 

chapter 49.04 RCW or an approved electrical trainin g program under 

RCW 19.28.191(1)(((h)))(f). ((The number of hours o f approved 

classroom training required for certificate renewal  shall increase 

as follows: (a) Beginning on July 1, 2011, the hold er of an 

electrical training certificate shall provide the d epartment with 

proof of thirty-two hours of approved classroom tra ining; and (b) 

beginning on July 1, 2013, the holder of an electri cal training 

certificate shall provide the department with proof  of)) forty-eight 

hours of approved classroom training. ((At the requ est of the chairs 
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of the house of representatives commerce and labor committee and the 

senate labor, commerce and consumer protection comm ittee, or their 

successor committees, the department of labor and i ndustries shall 

provide information on the implementation of the ne w classroom 

training requirements for electrical trainees to bo th committees by 

December 1, 2012.)) A biennial fee shall be charged  for the issuance 

or renewal of the certificate. The department shall  set the fee by 

rule. The fee shall cover but not exceed the cost o f administering 

and enforcing the trainee certification and supervi sion requirements 

of this chapter.  

(c)(i) Apprentices and individuals learning the ele ctrical 

construction trade shall have their electrical trai ning certificates 

in their possession at all times that they are perf orming electrical 

work. They shall show their certificates to an auth orized 

representative of the department at the representat ive's request. 

(ii) Apprentices and individuals learning the elect rical 

construction trade must also have in their possessi on proof of 

apprenticeship or training program registration. Th ey shall show 

their apprenticeship or training program registrati on documents to 

an authorized representative of the department at t he 

representative's request. This subsection (2)(c)(ii ) does not apply 

to individuals working in a specialty other than re sidential. 

(3) Any person who has been issued an electrical tr aining 

certificate under this chapter may work: (a) If tha t person is under 

supervision, and (b) unless working in a specialty other than 

residential, is: (i) Registered in an approved jour ney level or 

residential specialty apprenticeship program, as ap propriate; or 

(ii) is learning the electrical construction trade in a program 

described in RCW 19.28.191(1) (f) or (g) for a jour ney level or 

residential specialty certificate of competency. Su pervision shall 

consist of a person being on the same job site and under the control 

of either a certified master journey level electric ian, journey 

level electrician, master specialty electrician wor king in that 

electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician w orking in that 



 

1590 AMH REYK ELGE 099 Official Print - 4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

electrician's specialty. Either a certified master journey level 

electrician, journey level electrician, master spec ialty electrician 

working in that electrician's specialty, or special ty electrician 

working in that electrician's specialty shall be on  the same job 

site as the noncertified individual for a minimum o f seventy-five 

percent of each working day unless otherwise provid ed in this 

chapter. 

(4) The ratio of noncertified individuals to certif ied master 

journey level electricians, journey level electrici ans, master 

specialty electricians, or specialty electricians o n any one job 

site is as follows: 

(a) When working as a specialty electrician, not mo re than two 

noncertified individuals for every certified master  specialty 

electrician working in that electrician's specialty , specialty 

electrician working in that electrician's specialty , master journey 

level electrician, or journey level electrician, ex cept that the 

ratio requirements are one certified master special ty electrician 

working in that electrician's specialty, specialty electrician 

working in that electrician's specialty, master jou rney level 

electrician, or journey level electrician working a s a specialty 

electrician to no more than four students enrolled in and working as 

part of an electrical construction program at publi c community or 

technical colleges, or not-for-profit nationally ac credited trade or 

technical schools licensed by the workforce trainin g and education 

coordinating board under chapter 28C.10 RCW. In mee ting the ratio 

requirements for students enrolled in an electrical  construction 

program at a trade school, a trade school may recei ve input and 

advice from the electrical board; and 

(b) When working as a journey level electrician, no t more than 

one noncertified individual for every certified mas ter journey level 

electrician or journey level electrician, except th at the ratio 

requirements shall be one certified master journey level electrician 

or journey level electrician to no more than four s tudents enrolled 

in and working as part of an electrical constructio n program at 
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public community or technical colleges, or not-for- profit nationally 

accredited trade or technical schools licensed by t he workforce 

training and education coordinating board under cha pter 28C.10 RCW. 

In meeting the ratio requirements for students enro lled in an 

electrical construction program at a trade school, a trade school 

may receive input and advice from the electrical bo ard. 

An individual who has a current training certificat e and who has 

successfully completed or is currently enrolled in an approved 

apprenticeship program or in an electrical construc tion program at 

public community or technical colleges, or not-for- profit nationally 

accredited technical or trade schools licensed by t he workforce 

training and education coordinating board under cha pter 28C.10 RCW, 

may work without direct on-site supervision during the last six 

months of meeting the practical experience requirem ents of this 

chapter. 

(5) For the residential (as specified in WAC 296-46 B-920(2)(a)), 

pump and irrigation (as specified in WAC 296-46B-92 0(2)(b)), sign 

(as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(d)), limited en ergy (as 

specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(e)), nonresidential  maintenance (as 

specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(g)), restricted non residential 

maintenance as determined by the department in rule , or other new 

nonresidential specialties, not including appliance  repair, as 

determined by the department in rule, either a mast er journey level 

electrician, journey level electrician, master spec ialty electrician 

working in that electrician's specialty, or special ty electrician 

working in that electrician's specialty must be on the same job site 

as the noncertified individual for a minimum of sev enty-five percent 

of each working day. Other specialties must meet th e requirements 

specified in RCW 19.28.191(1)(((g)))(d)(ii). When t he ratio of 

certified electricians to noncertified individuals on a job site is 

one certified electrician to three or four noncerti fied individuals, 

the certified electrician must: 
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(a) Directly supervise and instruct the noncertifie d individuals 

and the certified electrician may not directly make  or engage in an 

electrical installation; and 

(b) Be on the same job site as the noncertified ind ividual for a 

minimum of one hundred percent of each working day.  

(6) The electrical contractor shall accurately veri fy and attest 

to the electrical trainee hours worked by electrica l trainees on 

behalf of the electrical contractor. 

Sec. 2.  RCW 19.28.191 and 2014 c 156 s 2 are each amended  to 

read as follows: 

(1) Upon receipt of the application, the department  shall review 

the application and determine whether the applicant  is eligible to 

take an examination for the master journey level el ectrician, 

journey level electrician, master specialty electri cian, or 

specialty electrician certificate of competency. 

(a) ((Before July 1, 2005, an applicant who possess es a valid 

journey level electrician certificate of competency  in effect for 

the previous four years and a valid general adminis trator's 

certificate may apply for a master journey level el ectrician 

certificate of competency without examination. 

(b) Before July 1, 2005, an applicant who possesses  a valid 

specialty electrician certificate of competency, in  the specialty 

applied for, for the previous two years and a valid  specialty 

administrator's certificate, in the specialty appli ed for, may apply 

for a master specialty electrician certificate of c ompetency without 

examination. 

(c) Before December 1, 2003, the following persons may obtain an 

equipment repair specialty electrician certificate of competency 

without examination: 

(i) A person who has successfully completed an appr enticeship 

program approved under chapter 49.04 RCW for the ma chinist trade; 

and 
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(ii) A person who provides evidence in a form presc ribed by the 

department affirming that: (A) He or she was employ ed as of April 1, 

2003, by a factory-authorized equipment dealer or s ervice company; 

and (B) he or she has worked in equipment repair fo r a minimum of 

four thousand hours. 

(d))) To be eligible to take the examination for a master 

journey level electrician certificate of competency , the applicant 

must have possessed a valid journey level electrici an certificate of 

competency for four years. 

(((e)))(b) To be eligible to take the examination f or a master 

specialty electrician certificate of competency, th e applicant must 

have possessed a valid specialty electrician certif icate of 

competency, in the specialty applied for, for two y ears. 

(((f)))(c) To be eligible to take the examination f or a journey 

level certificate of competency, the applicant must  have((: 

(i)))successfully completed an apprenticeship progr am approved 

under chapter 49.04 RCW for the electrical construc tion trade in 

which the applicant worked in the electrical constr uction trade for 

a minimum of eight thousand hours((, of which)). Fo ur thousand of 

the hours shall be in industrial or commercial elec trical 

installation under the supervision of a master jour ney level 

electrician or journey level electrician and not mo re than a total 

of four thousand hours in all specialties under the  supervision of a 

master journey level electrician, journey level ele ctrician, master 

specialty electrician working in that electrician's  specialty, or 

specialty electrician working in that electrician's  specialty. 

Specialty electricians with less than a four thousa nd hour work 

experience requirement cannot credit the time requi red to obtain 

that specialty towards qualifying to become a journ ey level 

electrician((; or 

(ii) Successfully completed an apprenticeship progr am approved 

under chapter 49.04 RCW for the electrical construc tion trade)). The 

holder of a specialty electrician certificate of co mpetency with a 

four thousand hour work experience requirement shal l be allowed to 
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credit the work experience required to obtain that certificate 

towards apprenticeship requirements for qualifying to take the 

examination for a journey level electrician certifi cate of 

competency. 

(((g)(i)))(d) To be eligible to take the examinatio n for 

((a))the following specialty electrician certificat es of competency, 

the applicant must have: 

(((A)))(i) Worked in the ((residential (as specifie d in WAC 296-

46B-920(2)(a)),)) pump and irrigation (as specified  in WAC 296-46B-

920(2)(b)), sign (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2 )(d)), limited 

energy (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(e)), non residential 

maintenance (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(g)) , or other new 

nonresidential specialties as determined by the dep artment in rule 

under the supervision of a master journey level ele ctrician, journey 

level electrician, master specialty electrician wor king in that 

electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician w orking in that 

electrician's specialty for a minimum of four thous and hours; 

(((B)))(i) Worked in the appliance repair specialty  as 

determined by the department in rule, restricted no nresidential 

maintenance as determined by the department in rule , the equipment 

repair specialty as determined by the department in  rule, the pump 

and irrigation specialty other than as defined by 

(((g)))(d)(i)(((A))) of this subsection or domestic  pump specialty 

as determined by the department in rule, or a speci alty other than 

the designated specialties in (((g)))(d)(i)(((A))) of this 

subsection for a minimum of the initial ninety days , or longer if 

set by rule by the department. The restricted nonre sidential 

maintenance specialty is limited to a maximum of 27 7 volts and 20 

amperes for lighting branch circuits and/or a maxim um of 250 volts 

and 60 amperes for other circuits, but excludes the  replacement or 

repair of circuit breakers. The initial period must  be spent under 

one hundred percent supervision of a master journey  level 

electrician, journey level electrician, master spec ialty electrician 

working in that electrician's specialty, or special ty electrician 
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working in that electrician's specialty. After this  initial period, 

a person may take the specialty examination. If the  person passes 

the examination, the person may work unsupervised f or the balance of 

the minimum hours required for certification. A per son may not be 

certified as a specialty electrician in the applian ce repair 

specialty or in a specialty other than the designat ed specialties in 

(((g)))(d)(i)(((A))) of this subsection, however, u ntil the person 

has worked a minimum of two thousand hours in that specialty, or 

longer if set by rule by the department; ((or 

(C)))(iii) Successfully completed an approved appre nticeship 

program under chapter 49.04 RCW for the applicant's  specialty in the 

electrical construction trade((.)); or 

(((ii)))(iv) In meeting the training requirements f or the pump 

and irrigation or domestic pump specialties, the in dividual shall be 

allowed to obtain the experience required by this s ection at the 

same time the individual is meeting the experience required by RCW 

18.106.040(1)(c). After meeting the training requir ements provided 

in this section, the individual may take the examin ation and upon 

passing the examination, meeting additional trainin g requirements as 

may still be required for those seeking a pump and irrigation, or a 

domestic pump specialty certificate as defined by r ule, and paying 

the applicable fees, the individual must be issued the appropriate 

certificate. The department may include an examinat ion for specialty 

plumbing certificate defined in RCW 18.106.010(10)( c) with the 

examination required by this section. The departmen t, by rule and in 

consultation with the electrical board, may establi sh additional 

equivalent ways to gain the experience requirements  required by this 

subsection. Individuals who are able to provide evi dence to the 

department, prior to January 1, 2007, that they hav e been employed 

as a pump installer in the pump and irrigation or d omestic pump 

business by an appropriately licensed electrical co ntractor, 

registered general contractor defined by chapter 18 .27 RCW, or 

appropriate general specialty contractor defined by  chapter 18.27 

RCW for not less than eight thousand hours in the m ost recent six 
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calendar years shall be issued the appropriate cert ificate by the 

department upon receiving such documentation and ap plicable fees. 

The department shall establish a single document fo r those who have 

received both an electrical specialty certification  as defined by 

this subsection and have also met the certification  requirements for 

the specialty plumber as defined by RCW 18.106.010( 10)(c), showing 

that the individual has received both certification s. No other 

experience or training requirements may be imposed.  

(((iii) Before July 1, 2015, an applicant possessin g an 

electrical training certificate issued by the depar tment is eligible 

to apply one hour of every two hours of unsupervise d 

telecommunications system installation work experie nce toward 

eligibility for examination for a limited energy sy stem certificate 

of competency (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(e )), if: 

(A) The telecommunications work experience was obta ined while 

employed by a contractor licensed under this chapte r as a general 

electrical contractor (as specified in WAC 296-46B- 920(1)) or 

limited energy system specialty contractor (as spec ified in WAC 296-

46B-920(2)(e)); and 

(B) Evidence of the telecommunications work experie nce is 

submitted in the form of an affidavit prescribed by  the department. 

(h)))(e) To be eligible to take the examination for  a 

residential (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(a))  specialty 

electrician certificate of competency, the applican t must have 

successfully completed an approved apprenticeship p rogram under 

chapter 49.04 RCW for the residential specialty ele ctrical 

construction trade in which the applicant worked un der the 

supervision of a master journey level electrician, journey level 

electrician, master residential specialty electrici an, or 

residential specialty electrician working for a min imum of four 

thousand hours. 

(f) Any applicant for a journey level electrician c ertificate of 

competency who has successfully completed a two-yea r program in the 

electrical construction trade at public community o r technical 
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colleges, or not-for-profit nationally accredited t echnical or trade 

schools licensed by the workforce training and educ ation 

coordinating board under chapter 28C.10 RCW, may su bstitute up to 

two years of the technical or trade school program for two years of 

work experience under a master journey level electr ician or journey 

level electrician required under the apprenticeship  program. The 

applicant shall obtain the additional two years of work experience 

required in industrial or commercial electrical ins tallation prior 

to the beginning, or after the completion, of the t echnical school 

program. Any applicant who has received training in  the electrical 

construction trade in the armed service of the Unit ed States may be 

eligible to apply armed service work experience tow ards 

qualification to complete an apprenticeship and tak e the examination 

for the journey level electrician certificate of co mpetency. 

(((i)))(g) An applicant for a specialty electrician  certificate 

of competency who((, after January 1, 2000,)) has s uccessfully 

completed a two-year program in the electrical cons truction trade at 

a public community or technical college, or a not-f or-profit 

nationally accredited technical or trade school lic ensed by the 

workforce training and education coordinating board  under chapter 

28C.10 RCW, may substitute up to one year of the te chnical or trade 

school program for one year of work experience unde r a master 

journey level electrician, journey level electricia n, master 

specialty electrician working in that electrician's  specialty, or 

specialty electrician working in that electrician's  specialty. Any 

applicant who has received training in the electric al construction 

trade in the armed services of the United States ma y be eligible to 

apply armed service work experience towards qualifi cation to take 

the examination for an appropriate specialty electr ician certificate 

of competency. An applicant for a residential speci alty certificate 

of competency may substitute work experience under this section only 

as part of an apprenticeship program. 

(((j)))(h) The department must determine whether ho urs of 

training and experience in the armed services or sc hool program are 
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in the electrical construction trade and appropriat e as a substitute 

for hours of work experience. The department must u se the following 

criteria for evaluating the equivalence of classroo m electrical 

training programs and work in the electrical constr uction trade: 

(i) A two-year electrical training program must con sist of three 

thousand or more hours. 

(ii) In a two-year electrical training program, a m inimum of two 

thousand four hundred hours of student/instructor c ontact time must 

be technical electrical instruction directly relate d to the scope of 

work of the electrical specialty. Student/instructo r contact time 

includes lecture and in-school lab. 

(iii) The department may not allow credit for a pro gram that 

accepts more than one thousand hours transferred fr om another 

school's program. 

(iv) Electrical specialty training school programs of less than 

two years will have all of the above student/instru ctor contact time 

hours proportionately reduced. Such programs may no t apply to more 

than fifty percent of the work experience required to attain 

certification. 

(v) Electrical training programs of less than two y ears may not 

be credited towards qualification for journey level  electrician 

unless the training program is used to gain qualifi cation for a four 

thousand hour electrical specialty. 

(((k)))(i) No other requirement for eligibility may  be imposed. 

(2) The department shall establish reasonable rules  for the 

examinations to be given applicants for certificate s of competency. 

In establishing the rules, the department shall con sult with the 

board. Upon determination that the applicant is eli gible to take the 

examination, the department shall so notify the app licant, 

indicating the time and place for taking the examin ation. 

(3) No noncertified individual may work unsupervise d more than 

one year beyond the date when the trainee would be eligible to test 

for a certificate of competency if working on a ful l-time basis 

after original application for the trainee certific ate. For the 
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purposes of this section, "full-time basis" means t wo thousand 

hours. 

Sec. 3.  RCW 19.28.205 and 2013 c 23 s 32 are each amended  to 

read as follows: 

(1) An applicant for a journey level certificate of  competency 

under RCW 19.28.191(1)(((f)))(c) or a specialty ele ctrician 

certificate of competency under RCW 19.28.191(1)((( g)))(d) must 

demonstrate to the satisfaction of the department c ompletion of in-

class education as follows: 

(a) Twenty-four hours of in-class education if two thousand 

hours or more but less than four thousand hours of work are required 

for the certificate; 

(b) Forty-eight hours of in-class education if four  thousand or 

more but less than six thousand hours of work are r equired for the 

certificate; 

(c) Seventy-two hours of in-class education if six thousand or 

more but less than eight thousand hours of work are  required for the 

certificate; 

(d) Ninety-six hours of in-class education if eight  thousand or 

more hours of work are required for the certificate . 

(2) For purposes of this section, "in-class educati on" means 

approved classroom training covering this chapter, the national 

electric code, or electrical theory; or equivalent classroom 

training taken as part of an approved apprenticeshi p program under 

chapter 49.04 RCW or an approved electrical trainin g program under 

RCW 19.28.191(1)(((h)))(f). 

(3) Classroom training taken to qualify for trainee  certificate 

renewal under RCW 19.28.161 qualifies as in-class e ducation under 

this section. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 4.  A new section is added to chapter 19.28 

RCW to read as follows: 
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(1) The department may permit an applicant who obta ined 

experience and training equivalent to a journey lev el or residential 

specialty apprenticeship program to take the examin ation if the 

applicant establishes that the applicant has the eq uivalent training 

and experience and demonstrates good cause for not completing the 

required minimum hours of work under standards appl icable on the 

effective date of this section. 

 (2) This section expires July 1, 2023. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 5.  Sections 1 through 4 of this act take 

effect July 1, 2021. 

Sec. 6.  RCW 19.28.191 and 2014 c 156 s 2 are each amended  to 

read as follows: 

(1) Upon receipt of the application, the department  shall review 

the application and determine whether the applicant  is eligible to 

take an examination for the master journey level el ectrician, 

journey level electrician, master specialty electri cian, or 

specialty electrician certificate of competency. 

(a) Before July 1, 2005, an applicant who possesses  a valid 

journey level electrician certificate of competency  in effect for 

the previous four years and a valid general adminis trator's 

certificate may apply for a master journey level el ectrician 

certificate of competency without examination. 

(b) Before July 1, 2005, an applicant who possesses  a valid 

specialty electrician certificate of competency, in  the specialty 

applied for, for the previous two years and a valid  specialty 

administrator's certificate, in the specialty appli ed for, may apply 

for a master specialty electrician certificate of c ompetency without 

examination. 

(c) Before December 1, 2003, the following persons may obtain an 

equipment repair specialty electrician certificate of competency 

without examination: 
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(i) A person who has successfully completed an appr enticeship 

program approved under chapter 49.04 RCW for the ma chinist trade; 

and 

(ii) A person who provides evidence in a form presc ribed by the 

department affirming that: (A) He or she was employ ed as of April 1, 

2003, by a factory-authorized equipment dealer or s ervice company; 

and (B) he or she has worked in equipment repair fo r a minimum of 

four thousand hours. 

(d) To be eligible to take the examination for a ma ster journey 

level electrician certificate of competency, the ap plicant must have 

possessed a valid journey level electrician certifi cate of 

competency for four years. 

(e) To be eligible to take the examination for a ma ster 

specialty electrician certificate of competency, th e applicant must 

have possessed a valid specialty electrician certif icate of 

competency, in the specialty applied for, for two y ears. 

(f) To be eligible to take the examination for a jo urney level 

certificate of competency, the applicant must have:  

(i) Worked in the electrical construction trade for  a minimum of 

eight thousand hours, of which four thousand hours shall be in 

industrial or commercial electrical installation un der the 

supervision of a master journey level electrician o r journey level 

electrician and not more than a total of four thous and hours in all 

specialties under the supervision of a master journ ey level 

electrician, journey level electrician, master spec ialty electrician 

working in that electrician's specialty, or special ty electrician 

working in that electrician's specialty. Specialty electricians with 

less than a four thousand hour work experience requ irement cannot 

credit the time required to obtain that specialty t owards qualifying 

to become a journey level electrician; or 

(ii) Successfully completed an apprenticeship progr am approved 

under chapter 49.04 RCW for the electrical construc tion trade. 

(g)(i) To be eligible to take the examination for a  specialty 

electrician certificate of competency, the applican t must have: 
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(A) Worked in the residential (as specified in WAC 296-46B-

920(2)(a)), pump and irrigation (as specified in WA C 296-46B-

920(2)(b)), sign (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2 )(d)), limited 

energy (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(e)), non residential 

maintenance (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(g)) , or other new 

nonresidential specialties as determined by the dep artment in rule 

under the supervision of a master journey level ele ctrician, journey 

level electrician, master specialty electrician wor king in that 

electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician w orking in that 

electrician's specialty for a minimum of four thous and hours; 

(B) Worked in the appliance repair specialty as det ermined by 

the department in rule, restricted nonresidential m aintenance as 

determined by the department in rule, the equipment  repair specialty 

as determined by the department in rule, the pump a nd irrigation 

specialty other than as defined by (g)(i)(A) of thi s subsection or 

domestic pump specialty as determined by the depart ment in rule, or 

a specialty other than the designated specialties i n (g)(i)(A) of 

this subsection for a minimum of the initial ninety  days, or longer 

if set by rule by the department. The restricted no nresidential 

maintenance specialty is limited to a maximum of 27 7 volts and 20 

amperes for lighting branch circuits and/or a maxim um of 250 volts 

and 60 amperes for other circuits, but excludes the  replacement or 

repair of circuit breakers. The initial period must  be spent under 

one hundred percent supervision of a master journey  level 

electrician, journey level electrician, master spec ialty electrician 

working in that electrician's specialty, or special ty electrician 

working in that electrician's specialty. After this  initial period, 

a person may take the specialty examination. If the  person passes 

the examination, the person may work unsupervised f or the balance of 

the minimum hours required for certification. A per son may not be 

certified as a specialty electrician in the applian ce repair 

specialty or in a specialty other than the designat ed specialties in 

(g)(i)(A) of this subsection, however, until the pe rson has worked a 
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minimum of two thousand hours in that specialty, or  longer if set by 

rule by the department; or 

(C) Successfully completed an approved apprenticesh ip program 

under chapter 49.04 RCW for the applicant's special ty in the 

electrical construction trade. 

(ii) In meeting the training requirements for the p ump and 

irrigation or domestic pump specialties, the indivi dual shall be 

allowed to obtain the experience required by this s ection at the 

same time the individual is meeting the experience required by RCW 

18.106.040(1)(c). After meeting the training requir ements provided 

in this section, the individual may take the examin ation and upon 

passing the examination, meeting additional trainin g requirements as 

may still be required for those seeking a pump and irrigation, or a 

domestic pump specialty certificate as defined by r ule, and paying 

the applicable fees, the individual must be issued the appropriate 

certificate. The department may include an examinat ion for specialty 

plumbing certificate defined in RCW 18.106.010(10)( c) with the 

examination required by this section. The departmen t, by rule and in 

consultation with the electrical board, may establi sh additional 

equivalent ways to gain the experience requirements  required by this 

subsection. Individuals who are able to provide evi dence to the 

department, prior to January 1, 2007, that they hav e been employed 

as a pump installer in the pump and irrigation or d omestic pump 

business by an appropriately licensed electrical co ntractor, 

registered general contractor defined by chapter 18 .27 RCW, or 

appropriate general specialty contractor defined by  chapter 18.27 

RCW for not less than eight thousand hours in the m ost recent six 

calendar years shall be issued the appropriate cert ificate by the 

department upon receiving such documentation and ap plicable fees. 

The department shall establish a single document fo r those who have 

received both an electrical specialty certification  as defined by 

this subsection and have also met the certification  requirements for 

the specialty plumber as defined by RCW 18.106.010( 10)(c), showing 
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that the individual has received both certification s. No other 

experience or training requirements may be imposed.  

(iii) Before July 1, 2015, an applicant possessing an electrical 

training certificate issued by the department is el igible to apply 

one hour of every two hours of unsupervised telecom munications 

system installation work experience toward eligibil ity for 

examination for a limited energy system certificate  of competency 

(as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(e)), if: 

(A) The telecommunications work experience was obta ined while 

employed by a contractor licensed under this chapte r as a general 

electrical contractor (as specified in WAC 296-46B- 920(1)) or 

limited energy system specialty contractor (as spec ified in WAC 296-

46B-920(2)(e)); and 

(B) Evidence of the telecommunications work experie nce is 

submitted in the form of an affidavit prescribed by  the department. 

(iv)(A) Before January 1, 2019, an applicant posses sing an 

electrical training certificate issued by the depar tment is eligible 

to apply one hour of every two hours of unsupervise d work experience 

in the electrical trade toward eligibility for exam ination for a 

limited energy certificate of competency (as specif ied in WAC 296-

46B-920(2)(e)), a HVAC/refrigeration systems certif icate of 

competency (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(f)(v )), or a 

nonresidential maintenance certificate of competenc y (as specified 

in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(g)) if: 

(I) The work experience was obtained while employed  by a school 

district as defined in RCW 28A.315.025; and 

(II) Evidence of the work experience is submitted i n the form of 

an affidavit prescribed by the department. 

(B) An applicant under this subsection (1)(g)(iv) m ay apply for 

more than one certificate of competency; however, e ach hour of work 

experience may be applied toward eligibility for on ly one 

certificate of competency. 

(h) Any applicant for a journey level electrician c ertificate of 

competency who has successfully completed a two-yea r program in the 
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electrical construction trade at public community o r technical 

colleges, or not-for-profit nationally accredited t echnical or trade 

schools licensed by the workforce training and educ ation 

coordinating board under chapter 28C.10 RCW, may su bstitute up to 

two years of the technical or trade school program for two years of 

work experience under a master journey level electr ician or journey 

level electrician. The applicant shall obtain the a dditional two 

years of work experience required in industrial or commercial 

electrical installation prior to the beginning, or after the 

completion, of the technical school program. Any ap plicant who has 

received training in the electrical construction tr ade in the armed 

service of the United States may be eligible to app ly armed service 

work experience towards qualification to take the e xamination for 

the journey level electrician certificate of compet ency. 

(i) An applicant for a specialty electrician certif icate of 

competency who, after January 1, 2000, has successf ully completed a 

two-year program in the electrical construction tra de at a public 

community or technical college, or a not-for-profit  nationally 

accredited technical or trade school licensed by th e workforce 

training and education coordinating board under cha pter 28C.10 RCW, 

may substitute up to one year of the technical or t rade school 

program for one year of work experience under a mas ter journey level 

electrician, journey level electrician, master spec ialty electrician 

working in that electrician's specialty, or special ty electrician 

working in that electrician's specialty. Any applic ant who has 

received training in the electrical construction tr ade in the armed 

services of the United States may be eligible to ap ply armed service 

work experience towards qualification to take the e xamination for an 

appropriate specialty electrician certificate of co mpetency. 

(j) The department must determine whether hours of training and 

experience in the armed services or school program are in the 

electrical construction trade and appropriate as a substitute for 

hours of work experience. The department must use t he following 
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criteria for evaluating the equivalence of classroo m electrical 

training programs and work in the electrical constr uction trade: 

(i) A two-year electrical training program must con sist of three 

thousand or more hours. 

(ii) In a two-year electrical training program, a m inimum of two 

thousand four hundred hours of student/instructor c ontact time must 

be technical electrical instruction directly relate d to the scope of 

work of the electrical specialty. Student/instructo r contact time 

includes lecture and in-school lab. 

(iii) The department may not allow credit for a pro gram that 

accepts more than one thousand hours transferred fr om another 

school's program. 

(iv) Electrical specialty training school programs of less than 

two years will have all of the above student/instru ctor contact time 

hours proportionately reduced. Such programs may no t apply to more 

than fifty percent of the work experience required to attain 

certification. 

(v) Electrical training programs of less than two y ears may not 

be credited towards qualification for journey level  electrician 

unless the training program is used to gain qualifi cation for a four 

thousand hour electrical specialty. 

(k) No other requirement for eligibility may be imp osed. 

(2) The department shall establish reasonable rules  for the 

examinations to be given applicants for certificate s of competency. 

In establishing the rules, the department shall con sult with the 

board. Upon determination that the applicant is eli gible to take the 

examination, the department shall so notify the app licant, 

indicating the time and place for taking the examin ation. 

(3) No noncertified individual may work unsupervise d more than 

one year beyond the date when the trainee would be eligible to test 

for a certificate of competency if working on a ful l-time basis 

after original application for the trainee certific ate. For the 

purposes of this section, "full-time basis" means t wo thousand 

hours." 
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  EFFECT:  Changes dates by one year: completion of an 

apprenticeship program would be required beginning July 1, 2021 
rather than July 1, 2020, and the authority of the Department of 
Labor and Industries to grant exceptions would expi re on July 1, 
2023 rather than July 1, 2022. 
 
Adds provision effective July 1, 2021 requiring hou rs worked to 
obtain a 4,000 hour specialty electrician certifica te to count as 
work experience in a journey level apprenticeship p rogram. 
   
Adds provision that before January 1, 2019, an indi vidual employed 
by a school district may apply one hour for every t wo hours worked 
in the electrical trade toward taking the examinati on for the 
following specialty electrician certificates of com petency:  limited 
energy, HVAC/refrigeration systems, and nonresident ial maintenance. 
 
 
Makes technical change regarding placement of expir ation clause.   
 

 

--- END --- 

  


