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Brief Description:  Concerning the local option prohibition on the sale of liquor.

Sponsors:  Representatives Kilduff and Muri.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Grants the governing body of a municipality the authority to repeal a prohibition on 
the sale of liquor previously enacted pursuant to a public vote.

Hearing Date:  2/9/15

Staff:  Thamas Osborn (786-7129).

Background: 

In 1934, after the repeal of prohibition, the Legislature enacted the Washington State Liquor Act,
which remains in effect.  The act includes provisions allowing incorporated cities, towns, and 
unincorporated areas of counties to hold an election on the question of whether the sale of liquor 
should be permitted.  The only statutory method to repeal such prohibition is by another public 
vote at a general election.  Areas that are annexed into a city following the enactment of a liquor 
prohibition are not subject to that prohibition. 

In 1975, the citizens of the City of Fircrest voted on a ballot measure asking them to decide 
whether or not to prohibit the sale of liquor by the drink within the city.  The prohibition was 
adopted, and all liquor sales by the drink were terminated 90 days later.  Subsequent to the 
enactment of the prohibition, the City of Fircrest annexed new territory into the city.  Under state
law, such annexed areas are not subject to the city’s prohibition.  Fircrest is currently the only 
city in the state which has this prohibition. 

Summary of Bill: 

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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The governing body of a municipality is granted the authority to repeal a prohibition on the sale 
of liquor previously enacted pursuant to a public vote.  This authority may not be exercised for a 
minimum of two years after the initial prohibition was adopted.  

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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