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Title:  An act relating to notice to the licensee before a concealed pistol license expires.

Brief Description:  Concerning notice to the licensee before a concealed pistol license expires.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Law & Justice (originally sponsored by Senators Schoesler, 
Bailey, Warnick, Hobbs, Takko, Padden, Carlyle, Ericksen, Hargrove, Brown, Conway, 
Honeyford, Keiser, Dansel, Parlette, Hewitt, Pearson, Sheldon and Chase).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

� Allows a concealed pistol license applicant to request electronic mail notification of 
the expiration of the license, and requires the Department of Licensing to provide the 
requested notification 60 days prior to expiration of the license.

Hearing Date:  2/23/16

Staff:  Edie Adams (786-7180).

Background: 

It is generally unlawful for a person to carry a pistol concealed on his or her person, except in the 
person's abode or fixed place of business, unless the person has a valid concealed pistol license 
(CPL).  Carrying a concealed pistol without having been issued a CPL is a misdemeanor offense.  
Failure to carry a CPL in one's immediate possession while carrying a concealed pistol is a civil 
infraction.  

In order to obtain a concealed pistol license, a person must apply with the local law enforcement 
agency and undergo a fingerprint-based background check.  A CPL must be issued if the 
applicant is not ineligible to possess a firearm under state or federal law and if the applicant 
meets other eligibility requirements.  A copy of the CPL must be delivered to the Department of 
Licensing, which maintains records of CPLs in an electronic database.  
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A CPL is valid for a period of five years.  The fee for a CPL is $36 plus additional charges 
imposed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation that are passed on to the applicant. The fee is 
distributed as follows:  $15 to the state general fund; $4 to the agency taking the fingerprints of 
the applicant; $14 to the license issuing authority; and $3 to the firearms range account.

A CPL holder may renew the license by applying for renewal within 90 days before or after 
expiration of the license, and the renewal takes effect on the expiration date of the previous 
license.  The renewal fee is $32, and if the licensee renews after the expiration date, an additional 
$10 late renewal penalty applies.  The $10 late renewal penalty is distributed as follows:  $7 to 
the license issuing authority; and $3 to the state wildlife account to be used by the Washington 
Department of Fish & Wildlife for creation and publication of a firearm safety pamphlet and 
support of volunteer firearms safety training instructors.

The $10 penalty for late renewal does not apply to a member of the armed forces who is serving 
outside the state when his or her CPL expires and who applies for renewal within 90 days of 
returning to the state.  The person must provide to the issuing authority, at the time of renewal, a
copy of the original order of deployment or assignment for out-of-state military service and a 
copy of the person's discharge, or order of deployment or assignment back to this state.

Summary of Bill: 

An applicant for a CPL may provide his or her electronic mail address on the CPL application 
and request notification of the expiration of the CPL.  If the applicant requests notification, the 
Department of Licensing must send notice of the expiration of the CPL to the licensee's 
electronic mail address 60 days prior to the expiration of the license.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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