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2995-S AMH NEAL HUGH 221 

    

SHB 2995 - H AMD TO H AMD (H-5122.1/18)  1369 
By Representative Nealey  

  

 On page 15, beginning on line 11 of the striking a mendment, after 

"(1)" strike all material through "2020" on page 17 , line 40 and 

insert "(a) A legislative task force on carbon-free , renewable, and 

economical energy is established, with members as p rovided in this 

subsection (1). 

 (i) The president of the senate must appoint two v oting members 

from each of the two largest caucuses of the senate . 

 (ii) The speaker of the house of representatives m ust appoint two 

voting members from each of the two largest caucuse s of the house of 

representatives.  

 (iii) The president of the senate and the speaker of the house of 

representatives jointly must appoint the following nonvoting members 

representing relevant stakeholders: 

 (A) The governor, or the governor's designee; 

 (B) Three representatives of investor-owned utilit ies; 

 (C) Four representatives of consumer-owned utiliti es, with one 

representative of each of the following: a utility that owns and 

operates thermal electric generation resources, a u tility that owns 

and operates hydroelectric generation resources, a utility that does 

not own and operate thermal electric generation res ources or 

hydroelectric generation resources, and a rural ele ctric cooperative; 

 (D) One representative of industrial ratepayers; 

 (E) One representative of the Bonneville power adm inistration; 

 (F) Three representatives of organizations which a dvocate for 

clean energy technologies and greenhouse gas emissi ons reductions; 

 (G) One representative of a statewide labor organi zation; 
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 (H) Public counsel or an advocate for electric uti lity ratepayers 

designated by public counsel; and 

 (I) One representative of a light and power busine ss that is not 

an electric utility which owns and operates a combi ned cycle natural 

gas resource in the state. 

 (iv) The governor must appoint nonvoting members i n an advisory 

role including, but not limited to, the following: 

 (A) One representative of the Washington state uti lities and 

transportation commission; 

 (B) One representative of the department of commer ce; 

 (C) Two representatives of the two largest state i nstitutions of 

higher education; 

 (D) One representative of the Pacific Northwest na tional 

laboratory; 

 (E) An expert in, or developer of, clean energy te chnologies; 

 (F) One representative of the Northwest power and planning 

council; and 

 (G) One representative of the western electricity coordinating 

council. 

 (b) The task force must choose its cochairs from a mong its 

legislative membership. The chair of the joint comm ittee on energy 

supply and energy conservation shall convene the in itial meeting of 

the task force. 

 (2) The task force shall determine the appropriate  carbon 

reduction targets for electric utilities, to be ach ieved according to 

the following schedule: 

 (a) January 1, 2030, and each year thereafter thro ugh December 31, 

2034; 

 (b) January 1, 2035, and each year thereafter thro ugh December 31, 

2039; 

 (c) January 1, 2040, and each year thereafter thro ugh December 31, 

2044; and 

 (d) January 1, 2045, and each year thereafter.  
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 (3) In determining the targets under subsection (2 ) of this 

section, the task force must review the technologic al feasibility, 

timeline, cost, and other impacts of transitioning Washington's 

electricity sector to carbon-free generation resour ces, including but 

not limited to the following issues: 

 (a) Technological feasibility, including an examin ation of 

resources known to be commercially available, the p otential for 

storage, and replacement of baseload fossil fuel ge neration; 

(b) Reliability, ratepayer costs, and regional mark et impacts, 

including impacts on multistate utilities, energy i mbalance markets, 

the potential for negative pricing, and impacts on renewable energy 

credit markets; 

(c) The unique aspects of Washington's utilities; 

(d) The effect of transportation electrification an d the 

electrification of other sectors on a utility's loa d; 

(e) The potential policy interactions between an em ission 

reduction requirement for the electricity sector an d other carbon 

reduction policies; 

(f) An assessment of appropriate incentives, if any , to 

facilitate the transition to carbon free generation  resources; 

(g) Federal and state regulatory and legal consider ations; and 

(h) Equitable treatment among utilities. 

(4) Staff support for the task force must be provid ed by the 

senate committee services and the house of represen tatives office of 

program research. 

 (5) Legislative members of the task force are reim bursed for 

travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44.04.120. N onlegislative 

members are not entitled to be reimbursed for trave l expenses if they 

are elected officials or are participating on behal f of an employer, 

governmental entity, or other organization. Any rei mbursement for 

other nonlegislative members is subject to chapter 43.03 RCW. 

 (6) The expenses of the task force must be paid jo intly by the 

senate and the house of representatives. Task force  expenditures are 

subject to approval by the senate facilities and op erations committee 
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and the house of representatives executive rules co mmittee, or their 

successor committees. 

 (7) The task force must convene at least four meet ings in 2018. 

 (8) In order for a recommendation to be included i n the report, it 

must be supported by a majority of the task force's  voting members. 

Minority reports or comments must be included in th e report. 

 (9) The task force must report its findings and re commendations to 

the governor and the appropriate committees of the legislature, in 

compliance with RCW 43.01.036, by January 1, 2019. 

 (10) This section expires January 1, 2019" 
 

  EFFECT:   Strikes the establishment of a Joint Sel ect Committee 
on Washington's Clean Energy Transition, and instea d establishes a 
Legislative Task Force on Carbon-Free, Renewable, a nd Economical 
Energy (the Carbon-FREE Task Force). Requires the C arbon-FREE Task 
Force to determine the appropriate carbon reduction  targets for 
electric utilities to be achieved between January 1 , 2030, and 
January 1, 2045, and each year thereafter. Requires  the Carbon-FREE 
Task Force to report its findings and recommendatio ns to the 
Governor and the appropriate committees of the Legi slature by 
January 1, 2019.  

 

--- END --- 

 


