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5894-S AMS RANK MURR 247 

    

SSB 5894 - S AMD TO 2319.1/17  168 
By Senator Ranker  

NOT ADOPTED 03/23/2017 

 On page 73, after line 15, insert the following: 

 

"Sec. 801.  2016 1st sp.s. c 36 s 201 (uncodified) is amended  to 

read as follows:  

FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

(1) The appropriations to the department of social and health 

services in this act shall be expended for the prog rams and in the 

amounts specified in this act. Appropriations made in this act to 

the department of social and health services shall initially be 

allotted as required by this act. Subsequent allotm ent modifications 

shall not include transfers of moneys between secti ons of this act 

except as expressly provided in this act, nor shall  allotment 

modifications permit moneys that are provided solel y for a specified 

purpose to be used for other than that purpose. 

(2) The department of social and health services sh all not 

initiate any services that require expenditure of s tate general fund 

moneys unless expressly authorized in this act or o ther law. The 

department may seek, receive, and spend, under RCW 43.79.260 through 

43.79.282, federal moneys not anticipated in this a ct as long as the 

federal funding does not require expenditure of sta te moneys for the 

program in excess of amounts anticipated in this ac t. If the 

department receives unanticipated unrestricted fede ral moneys, those 

moneys shall be spent for services authorized in th is act or in any 

other legislation providing appropriation authority , and an equal 

amount of appropriated state general fund moneys sh all lapse. Upon 

the lapsing of any moneys under this subsection, th e office of 

financial management shall notify the legislative f iscal committees. 
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As used in this subsection, "unrestricted federal m oneys" includes 

block grants and other funds that federal law does not require to be 

spent on specifically defined projects or matched o n a formula basis 

by state funds. 

(3) The legislature finds that medicaid payment rat es, as 

calculated by the department pursuant to the approp riations in this 

act, bear a reasonable relationship to the costs in curred by 

efficiently and economically operated facilities fo r providing 

quality services and will be sufficient to enlist e nough providers 

so that care and services are available to the exte nt that such care 

and services are available to the general populatio n in the 

geographic area. The legislature finds that cost re ports, payment 

data from the federal government, historical utiliz ation, economic 

data, and clinical input constitute reliable data u pon which to 

determine the payment rates. 

(4) The department shall to the maximum extent prac ticable use 

the same system for delivery of spoken-language int erpreter services 

for social services appointments as the one establi shed for medical 

appointments in the health care authority. When con tracting directly 

with an individual to deliver spoken language inter preter services, 

the department shall only contract with language ac cess providers 

who are working at a location in the state and who are state-

certified or state-authorized, except that when suc h a provider is 

not available, the department may use a language ac cess provider who 

meets other certifications or standards deemed to m eet state 

standards, including interpreters in other states. 

(5) Information technology projects or investments and proposed 

projects or investments impacting time capture, pay roll and payment 

processes and systems, eligibility, case management , and 

authorization systems within the department of soci al and health 

services are subject to technical oversight by the office of the 

chief information officer. 

(6)(a) The department shall facilitate enrollment u nder the 

medicaid expansion for clients applying for or rece iving state 
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funded services from the department and its contrac tors. Prior to 

open enrollment, the department shall coordinate wi th the health 

care authority to provide referrals to the Washingt on health benefit 

exchange for clients that will be ineligible for me dicaid. 

(b) To facilitate a single point of entry across pu blic and 

medical assistance programs, and to maximize the us e of federal 

funding, the health care authority, the department of social and 

health services, and the health benefit exchange wi ll coordinate 

efforts to expand HealthPlanfinder access to public  assistance and 

medical eligibility staff. No later than October 1,  2015, the 

department shall complete medicaid applications in the 

HealthPlanfinder for households receiving or applyi ng for public 

assistance benefits. 

(c) The department, in coordination with the health  care 

authority, shall pursue a federal waiver to use sup plemental 

nutrition assistance program eligibility, aged, bli nd, or disabled 

program eligibility, or temporary assistance for ne edy families 

eligibility, to enroll eligible persons into medica id. 

(7) In accordance with RCW 71.24.380, the health ca re authority 

and the department are authorized to purchase medic al and behavioral 

health services through integrated contracts upon r equest of all of 

the county authorities in a regional service area t o become an early 

adopter of fully integrated purchasing of medical a nd behavioral 

health services. The department may combine and tra nsfer such 

amounts appropriated under sections 204, 208, and 2 13 of this act as 

may be necessary to fund early adopter contracts. T he amount of 

medicaid funding transferred from each program may not exceed the 

average per capita cost assumed in this act for ind ividuals covered 

by that program, actuarially adjusted for the healt h condition of 

persons enrolled, times the number of clients enrol led. The amount 

of non-medicaid funding transferred from sections 2 04 and 208 may 

not exceed the amount that would have been contract ed with a 

behavioral health organization if the county author ities had not 

requested to become an early adopter of fully integ rated purchasing. 
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These limits do not apply to the amounts provided i n section 

204(1)(s) of this act. If any funding that this act  provides solely 

for a specific purpose is transferred under this su bsection, that 

funding must be used consistently with the provisio ns and conditions 

for which it was provided. 

(8) In accordance with RCW 71.24.380, the departmen t is 

authorized to purchase mental health and substance use disorder 

services through integrated contracts with behavior al health 

organizations. The department may combine and trans fer such amounts 

appropriated under sections 204 and 208 of this act  as may be 

necessary to finance these behavioral health organi zation contracts. 

If any funding that this act provides solely for a specific purpose 

is transferred under this subsection, that funding must be used 

consistently with the provisions and conditions for  which it was 

provided. 

(9)(a) The appropriations to the department of soci al and health 

services in this act shall be expended for the prog rams and in the 

amounts specified in this act. However, after May 1 , ((2016)) 2017, 

unless prohibited by this act, the department may t ransfer general 

fund—state appropriations for fiscal year ((2016)) 2017 among 

programs after approval by the director of financia l management. 

However, the department shall not transfer state mo neys that are 

provided solely for a specified purpose except as e xpressly provided 

in (b) of this subsection. 

(b) To the extent that transfers under (a) of this subsection 

are insufficient to fund actual expenditures in exc ess of fiscal 

year ((2016)) 2017 caseload forecasts and utilizati on assumptions in 

the long-term care, foster care, adoptions support,  medical personal 

care, and child support programs, the department ma y transfer state 

moneys that are provided solely for a specified pur pose. The 

department shall not transfer funds, and the direct or of financial 

management shall not approve the transfer, unless t he transfer is 

consistent with the objective of conserving, to the  maximum extent 

possible, the expenditure of state funds. The direc tor of financial 
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management shall notify the appropriate fiscal comm ittees of the 

senate and house of representatives in writing seve n days prior to 

approving any allotment modifications or transfers under this 

subsection. The written notification shall include a narrative 

explanation and justification of the changes, along  with 

expenditures and allotments by budget unit and appr opriation, both 

before and after any allotment modifications or tra nsfers. 

(10) To facilitate the authority provided in subsec tion (7) and 

(8) of this section, and to ensure a new accounting  structure is in 

place as of July 1, 2017, the department is authori zed to create a 

new program for accounting purposes only that combi nes the mental 

health program and alcohol and substance abuse prog ram allotments 

and expenditures." 

 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 802.  The sum of forty three million nine 

hundred eighty five thousand dollars, or as much th ereof as may be 

necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year endi ng June 30, 2017, 

from the general fund to the department of social a nd health 

services for critical and necessary expenditures st ate hospitals. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 803.  Sections 801 and 802 of this act are 

necessary for the immediate preservation of the pub lic peace, health, 

or safety, or support of the state government and i ts existing public 

institutions, and takes effect immediately." 
 
 Renumber the remaining sections consecutively and correct any 
internal references accordingly. 
 

 
  EFFECT:   

• Allows the Department of Social and Health Services  (DSHS) 
to transfer general fund-state appropriations for f iscal 
year 2017 between DSHS programs with the approval o f the 
director of Office of Financial Management. 

• Appropriates $43,985,000 general fund-state for fis cal year 
2017 to cover state hospital spending. 

• These portions of the act take effect immediately. 
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FISCAL IMPACT (FY 2017):  $43,985,000 General Fund- State 
FOUR-YEAR OUTLOOK: $43,985,000 
 

 

--- END ---  


