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Brief Description:  Concerning the creation of a countywide port district within a county 

containing no port districts.

Sponsors:  Representatives Riccelli, Holy and Ormsby.

Brief Summary of Bill

�

�

Authorizes a county with no port district prior to December 31, 2020, to create a 
countywide port district by a ballot proposition.

Authorizes the election of initial port commissioners to take place at the next general 
election instead of at the same election as when the ballot proposition is submitted to 
voters.  

Hearing Date:  1/25/17

Staff:  Desiree Omli (786-7383).

Background: 

Port Districts.
Port districts are special purpose districts with the authority to impose property tax levies.  Port 
districts may take up an entire single county, or may be less than countywide.  A port district is 
authorized to acquire, construct, maintain, operate, develop, and regulate harbor improvements, 
commercial development, and rail, motor vehicle, water, and air transfers and terminal facilities. 

Formation of Countywide Port Districts.
Countywide port districts may be created by a ballot proposition that is submitted directly to 
county voters for their approval or rejection if either:  (1) the county legislative authority adopts 
a resolution to submit a ballot proposition; or (2) county voters sign a petition allowing for a 
ballot proposition to be submitted.  The number of signatures needed on the petition must be 
equal to at least 10 percent of the number of county voters who voted in the last general county 
election.  The petition must be filed with the county auditor.  Once it is certified, the county 
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auditor returns it to the county legislative authority, who either submits the proposition at the 
next general election or calls a special election.

There are three commissioners in each port district.  The initial port commissioners must be 
elected at the same election as when the ballot proposition is submitted to voters to authorize the 
creation of the port district.  There is no primary election and the individuals with the majority of 
votes will be the initial port commissioners.

Summary of Bill: 

Prior to December 31, 2020, a county with no port district may create a countywide port district 
by a ballot proposition submitted to the voters authorizing the port district to be created.  In these 
elections, all of the procedures to form a countywide port district must be followed, except that 
the initial port commissioners are not required to be elected at the same election as when the 
ballot proposition is submitted to voters.  Rather, the initial commissioners may be elected at the 
next general election.  This provision expires on December 31, 2020.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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