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Brief Description:  Concerning eligibility for veteran or national guard tuition waivers.

Sponsors:  Senators Hobbs, Zeiger, O'Ban, Conway, Fain, Keiser, Hunt and Saldaña.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Modifies the definition of "eligible veteran or National Guard member" used for 
tuition waivers to include military, Navy, or National Guard members on active duty 
who served in support of those serving on foreign soil or in international waters, 
without requiring the support service to have been provided in another location.

Hearing Date:  3/15/17

Staff:  Megan Mulvihill (786-7304).

Background: 

State law requires and authorizes the public institutions of higher education to grant various 
tuition and fee waivers.  The institutions are limited in their tuition and fee waiver authority in 
that the total amount of tuition and fee revenue waived, exempted, or reduced may not exceed a 
percentage of their estimated gross operating fee revenue.  

The public institutions of higher education have authority to waive all or a portion of tuition and
fees for eligible veterans and National Guard members, but the institutions are required to waive 
tuition and fees for a child, spouse, or domestic partner of an eligible veteran or National Guard 
member who became totally disabled, is determined to be a prisoner of war or missing in action, 
or lost his or her life due to serving in active federal military or naval service.  In addition, the 
institutions may waive tuition and fees for veterans or National Guard members who did not 
serve on foreign soil, in international waters, or in another location in support of those serving on 
foreign soil or international waters, but the institutions are prohibited from receiving any state 
general fund support for these waivers. 
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For the purposes of the tuition waivers, "eligible veteran or National Guard member" is defined 
as "a Washington domiciliary who was an active or reserve member of the United States military 
or naval forces, or a National Guard member called to active duty, who served in active federal 
service, under either Title 10 or Title 32 of the United States Code, in a war or conflict fought on
foreign soil or in international waters or in another location in support of those serving on foreign 
soil or in international waters, and if discharged from service, has received an honorable 
discharge." 

Summary of Bill: 

For the purposes of tuition waivers, the definition of "eligible veteran or National Guard 
member" is changed so the definition includes all Washington domiciliaries who:

�

�
�

�
�

were active or reserve members of the United States military, Navy, or National Guard; 
and
were called to active duty; and
served in active service in a war or conflict fought on foreign soil or in international 
waters; or
served in support of those serving on foreign soil or in international waters; and
if discharged from service, received an honorable discharge.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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