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Brief Description:  Establishing continuing education requirements for medical assistants-

certified.

Sponsors:  Representative Tharinger.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Establishes continuing education requirements for medical assistants-certified.

Hearing Date:  1/14/20

Staff:  Kim Weidenaar (786-7120).

Background: 

The Department of Health issues four variants of medical assistant credentials, including medical 
assistant-certified, medical assistant-hemodialysis technician, medical assistant-phlebotomist, 
and medical assistant-registered.  A medical assistant-certified may perform certain tasks 
delegated by and under the supervision of a health care practitioner, including sterilizing 
equipment, taking vital signs, preparing patients for examination, capillary blood withdrawal, 
administering certain medications, and maintaining records. 

Medical assistants-certified must renew their credential every two years and there are no 
continuing education requirements for renewal.

Summary of Bill: 

Beginning January 1, 2021, a medical assistant-certified must complete continuing education 
requirements established by the Secretary of Health (Secretary) by rule in order to renew their 
credential.  The Secretary must consider continuing education requirements imposed by national 
credentialing organizations when adopting these rules.  A medical assistant-certified that obtains 
a national credential by passing the examination approved by the Secretary and completes the 
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continuing education necessary to maintain the national credential is considered to have met the 
continuing education requirements to be established in rule. 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 10, 2020.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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