HOUSE BILL REPORT
SSB 6208

As Passed House:
March 4, 2020

Title: An act relating to increasing mobility through the modification of stop sign requirements
for bicyclists.

Brief Description: Increasing mobility through the modification of stop sign requirements for
bicyclists.

Sponsors: Senate Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators Billig, Rivers,
Liias, Randall and Wilson, C.).

Brief History:
Committee Activity:
Transportation: 2/29/20, 3/2/20 [DP].
Floor Activity:
Passed House: 3/4/20, 77-20.

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

* Permits every person operating a bicycle approaching a stop sign to follow
the requirements for approaching a yield sign, with the exception of stop signs
located at highway grade crossings of railroads and stop signs used by school
buses.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 23 members: Representatives Fey, Chair; Wylie, 1st
Vice Chair; Slatter, 2nd Vice Chair; Valdez, 2nd Vice Chair; Barkis, Ranking Minority
Member; Chapman, Dent, Doglio, Duerr, Entenman, Gregerson, Irwin, Kloba, Lovick, Mead,
Orcutt, Ortiz-Self, Paul, Ramos, Riccelli, Shewmake, Van Werven and Volz.

Minority Report: Do not pass. Signed by 7 members: Representatives Walsh, Assistant
Ranking Minority Member; Young, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Boehnke,
Chambers, Eslick, Goehner and McCaslin.

Staff: Jennifer Harris (786-7143).

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Background:

The driver of a vehicle approaching a stop sign is required to stop and yield the right-of-way
to any vehicle in the intersection or approaching another roadway so closely as to constitute
an immediate hazard.

All vehicles must stop at least 15 feet from the rail line where stop signs are located at
highway grade crossings of railroads designated as particularly dangerous by the Washington
State Department of Transportation or local authorities and may proceed only upon
exercising due care. All vehicles must stop before reaching a school bus with a stop sign in
use and may not proceed until the school bus stop sign is no longer activated.

The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign is required to slow down to a speed
reasonable for the existing conditions, and if required for safety to stop, to stop and yield the
right-of-way to any vehicle in the intersection or approaching another roadway so closely as
to constitute an immediate hazard. If a driver subject to the yield sign does not stop and is
involved in a collision with a vehicle in the intersection or junction of roadways, a
presumption will be made that the driver failed to yield right-of-way as required.

Summary of Bill:

Every person operating a bicycle approaching a stop sign must either follow the requirements
for approaching a stop sign or follow the requirements for approaching a yield sign. Every
person operating a bicycle must continue to follow the requirements for vehicles stopping at
a stop sign located at a highway grade crossing of a railroad and for vehicles stopping for a
school bus using a stop sign while it is activated.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect on October 1, 2020.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) This version of the Senate bill is similar to the House companion bill and
includes the school bus stop requirement in the House version that passed out of this
committee. The bill replaces the term "bicyclist" with "operator of a bicycle" because this
use is more consistent with references in the law to drivers of vehicles and operators of
personal delivery devices.

(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying: Alex Alston, Washington Bikes.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.
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