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Brief Description:  Reusing and donating unexpired prescription drugs.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Health & Long Term Care (originally sponsored by Senators 
Cleveland, Hasegawa, Keiser, Van De Wege and Wilson, C.).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

� Requires the Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission to adopt rules allowing the 
safe donation of prescription drugs and allowing the Department of Corrections to 
accept returns of unexpired medications.

Hearing Date:  2/21/20

Staff:  Jim Morishima (786-7191).

Background: 

I.  Previously Dispensed Prescriptions.

A pharmacy may not accept for return prescription drugs after they have been taken from the 
premises where sold, distributed, or dispensed, except under limited circumstances.  For 
example, a pharmacy may accept for return drugs legally dispensed by prescription in unit dose 
forms or in sealed single- or multiple-dose ampoules or vials where the pharmacist can readily 
determine that entry or attempted entry has not been made and which meet United States 
Pharmacopeia for storage conditions.  A pharmacy may also accept controlled substances for 
purposes of destruction.

Under the Prescription Drug Donation Program, a practitioner, pharmacist, medical facility, drug 
manufacturer, or drug wholesaler may donate prescription drugs and supplies to a pharmacy for 
redistribution without compensation.  When redistributing donated drugs, priority is given to 
patients who are uninsured and have an income of 200 percent of the federal poverty level or 
less. 
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II.  The Department of Corrections.

The Department of Corrections (DOC) provides medically necessary health and mental health 
care to individuals incarcerated in DOC facilities.  The DOC provides prescription drugs to 
inmates when prescribed by a DOC health provider in accordance with a formulary developed by 
the DOC's Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee.

Summary of Bill: 

The Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission must adopt rules:
�

�

allowing the Department of Corrections pharmacy to accept returns of dose packages or 
full or partial multiple-dose medication cards from the facilities it serves and reuse the 
unexpired medication; and
allowing the safe donation of prescription drugs, including allowing pharmacy-to-
pharmacy donation of unexpired prescription drug stock.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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