
SENATE BILL REPORT
SHB 2589

As Passed Senate, March 3, 2020

Title:  An act relating to requiring contact information for suicide prevention and crisis 
intervention organizations on student and staff identification cards.

Brief Description:  Requiring contact information for suicide prevention and crisis intervention 
organizations on student and staff identification cards.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Education (originally sponsored by Representatives Callan, 
Rude, Pollet, Orwall, Doglio, Steele, Kilduff, Caldier, Davis, Corry, Senn, Ybarra, Thai, 
Ramos, Ryu, Santos, Leavitt, Gildon, Bergquist, J. Johnson, Frame and Macri).

Brief History:  Passed House:  2/12/20, 95-0.
Committee Activity:  Early Learning & K-12 Education:  2/21/20 [DP].
Floor Activity:

Passed Senate:  3/03/20, 42-7.

Brief Summary of First Substitute Bill

�

�

Requires public K-12 schools and public institutions of higher educations 
that print student identification (ID) cards, staff ID cards, or both, to print 
the contact information for suicide prevention organizations on either side 
of the ID cards, within existing resources.

Requires the information to include contact information for a national 
suicide prevention organization and contact information for one or more 
campus, local, state, or national organizations specializing in suicide 
prevention, crisis intervention, or counseling, if available.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON EARLY LEARNING & K-12 EDUCATION

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Wellman, Chair; Wilson, C., Vice Chair; Hawkins, Ranking Member; 

Holy, Hunt, McCoy, Mullet, Padden, Pedersen, Salomon and Wagoner.

Staff:  Benjamin Omdal (786-7442)

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Background:  Student and Staff Identification Cards. The school board of each public 
school district may establish and collect fees from students and nonstudents at optional 
noncredit extracurricular events.  Fees are often collected by an associated student body 
(ASB) organization.  Many ASBs allow for the purchase of a student identification card, 
which is used for various purposes, and are sometimes required for participation in certain 
school-sponsored activities, including athletics. 

Schools in all areas of higher education regularly issue ID cards to students, faculty, and staff 
for identification, building access, dining payments, and other uses.

The 2019-21 Omnibus Operating Budget directed the public institutions of higher education
—community and technical colleges, University of Washington, Washington State 
University, Eastern Washington University, Central Washington University, Western 
Washington University, and The Evergreen State College—to include the phone number of a 
campus, local, state, or national suicide, crisis, or counseling hotline on the back of newly 
issued student and faculty identification cards starting in fall quarter 2019, or as soon as is 
practicable to implement.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. In 2004, the federal Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration established the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline.  The 
Lifeline is a national suicide prevention network that connects callers to a network of crisis 
centers via a toll-free hotline available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  The Lifeline's 
number is 1-800-273-TALK (8255).

In 2019, the Federal Communications Commission proposed the creation of a national, three-
digit hotline for suicide prevention and mental health, using the telephone number 988.

Summary of First Substitute Bill:  Every public K-12 school or public institution of higher 
education that issues student ID cards, staff ID cards, or both, must print the contact 
information for suicide prevention organizations on either side of the ID cards, within 
existing resources.  The information must include contact information for a national suicide 
prevention organization and contact information for one or more campus, local, state, or 
national organizations specializing in suicide prevention, crisis intervention, or counseling, if 
available.

ID card requirements shall apply to ID cards issued for the first time and those issued to 
replace a damaged or lost identification card.  If a school has a supply of unissued ID cards 
that do not comply with these requirements, the school may issue those ID cards until that 
supply is depleted or until June 30, 2021.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.  New fiscal note requested on February 14, 2020.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  Students are dying by suicide every week in 
Washington, making it a significant problem for our state.  Students have requested that this 
information be provided to students.  The bill works with efforts being done at the federal 
level to provide students information when they need it.  Some districts have experienced 
multiple students to suicide, and many districts do not have the professional tools to help all 
students.  The helplines offer immediate help that every student deserves.  Mental health is 
one of the most crucial issues for students today.  

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Representative Lisa Callan, Prime Sponsor; Cedric Negata, 
Student Representative, Riverview School Board; Sierra Owens, Student Representative, 
Riverview School Board.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  No one.
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