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Brief Description: Concerning rapid whole genome sequencing.

Sponsors. Representatives Thai, Slatter and Ryu.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Requiresthat medical assistance programs provide coverage for rapid
whole genome sequencing for enrollees who are 21 years old and
younger in accordance with medical necessity criteriato be adopted by
the Health Care Authority.

* Directsthe Collaborative for the Advancement of Telemedicine to report
on strategies to promote and expand the use of telemedicine to provide
genetic counseling services.

Hearing Date: 1/18/23
Staff: Christopher Blake (786-7392).
Background:

Genetic Sequencing.

A genome is a human’s or other organism’s complete set of genetic information. The genome of
a human contains between 20,000 and 25,000 genes. Each gene carriesinformation that
determines a different trait, which is afeature or characteristic that may be inherited from the
parents and passed down to the offspring. The molecules that make up the genome and its genes
are called deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA). The genetic information in DNA is stored as a code
made up of four building blocks, or bases. A gene variant is a heritable change to the DNA
sequence that makes up agene. Most gene variants have no impact on a person’s health or
development, but some gene variants result in genetic diseases.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Using amethod or technology called DNA sequencing, it is possible to determine whether a
person has one or more variants in a single gene, multiple genes, or in the whole genome. When
testing for single gene variants and analysis of one or more gene sequences does not provide a
diagnosis of disease, whole genome sequencing may be used to locate rare gene variants that
may be the genetic cause of the condition.

The Health Care Authority does not have an official policy on Medicaid reimbursement for
payment codes related to whole genome sequencing, but will consider requests for payment
according to the standards used by other payers or professional organizations.

Collaborative for the Advancement of Telemedicine.

In July 2016, the Collaborative for the Advancement of Telemedicine (Collaborative) was
established to enhance the understanding and use of health services provided through
telemedicine and other similar modelsin Washington. The Collaborative is hosted by the
University of Washington and considers issues related to reimbursement, access, best practices,
and technical assistance.

Summary of Bill:

Beginning January 1, 2024, medical assistance programs administered by the Health Care
Authority must require provider payment for rapid whole genome sequencing for enrollees who
are 21 years old and younger. The Authority must adopt medical necessity criteriafor the
coverage upon consideration of standards devel oped by the American College of Medical
Genetics and Genomics and hospitals in Washington that predominantly serve children. The
term "rapid whole genome sequencing"” is defined as the unbiased sequencing of all
deoxyribonucleic acid bases in the genome of a patient for the purpose of determining whether
one or more potentially disease-causing genetic variants are present in the genome of the patient
or biological parent.

The Collaborative for the Advancement of Telemedicine (Collaborative) at the University of
Washington must consider strategies to promote and expand the use of telemedicine to provide
genetic counseling services, especialy inrura areas. The Collaborative must report to the
Governor and the relevant committees of the Legislature by December 1, 2023. The report must
include a description of obstacles to providing genetic counseling services through telemedicine
and recommendations for promoting and expanding the use of telemedicine to provide genetic
counseling services, especially in rural areas.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Requested on January 16, 2023.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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