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ESHB 1466

C211L 23
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Concerning currently credentialed dental auxiliaries.

Sponsors. House Committee on Health Care & Wellness (originally sponsored by
Representatives Riccelli, Leavitt and Morgan).

House Committee on Health Care & Wellness
Senate Committee on Health & Long Term Care

Background:

In order to be licensed, dental hygienists must complete an educational program and pass an
examination approved by the Dental Hygiene Examining Committee. A dental hygienist
licensed in another state or a Canadian province may be temporarily licensed without
examination if the applicant provides the Department of Health with certain documentation
and information; demonstrates a knowledge of Washington law pertaining to the practice of
dental hygiene; is currently engaged in active practice in their home state or province,
which means at least 560 hours of practice in the preceding 24 months; pays required fees;
and meets requirements for AIDS education. The procedures a dental hygienist with an
initial limited license may perform are restricted, although the holder of aninitia limited
license may obtain endorsements for local anesthesia, restorative procedures, or nitrous
oxide analgesia. Theterm for initial limited license is 18 months and it may be renewed
upon demonstration of:
* successful passage of:
» asubstantively equivalent dental hygiene patient evaluation or prophylaxis
examination;
» asubstantially equivalent local anesthesia examination; and
 an educationa program on the administration of local anesthesia and nitrous
oxide analgesia; and
 didactic and clinical competency in the administration of nitrous oxide analgesia.

Summary:

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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The name of the initial and renewed limited license is changed to an initial and renewed
temporary license. The requirements that an applicant for an initial limited license, now an
initial temporary license, is currently engaged in active practice in another state or Canadian
province and meets requirements for AIDS education are removed. The expiration of an
initial temporary licenseis extended to five years. The Secretary of Health must issue an
initial temporary license to all dental hygienists with an existing active limited license,
which expires five years after the date the initial limited license was issued.

Votes on Final Passage:

House 95 O
Senate 48 0 (Senate amended)
House 96 O (House concurred)

Effective: July 23, 2023
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