Washington State BILL
House of Representatives ANALYSIS

Office of Program Research

Postsecondary Education & Workforce
Committee

HB 1733

Brief Description: Accessing degreesin nursing.

Sponsors. Representatives Paul, Klicker, Leavitt, Schmidt, Reed, Pollet and Shavers.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Authorizes three community or technical collegesto offer Bachelor of
Science degrees in nursing.

Hearing Date: 2/14/23
Staff: Saranda Ross (786-7068)
Background:

Applied baccalaureate degrees are different from traditional baccal aureate degrees. An applied
baccalaureate degree is awarded by a community or technical college and expands upon the
curriculum from an associate of applied science degree, or its equivalent. An applied

baccal aureate degree incorporates both theoretical and applied knowledge and skillsin a specific
technical field.

In 2005 the State Board for Community and Technica Colleges (SBCTC) was authorized to
implement a pilot program in which four colleges could develop and offer applied baccalaureate
degrees. In 2010 the authorization was made permanent, and the limitation on the number of
colleges offering applied baccalaureate degrees was removed. In order for an applied

baccal aureate degree program to be approved by the SBCTC, the college must demonstrate that
it has the resources, faculty, and student and employer demand to produce a high-quality, cost-
effective, and feasible program. The college must also demonstrate that the proposed program
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fillsa gap because there is either a workforce shortage or there is not a similar program offered
by afour-year institution of higher education nearby.

In the 2021-22 academic year, there were 31 colleges offering applied baccalaureate degrees. At
seven of those colleges, student graduates of an associate nursing degree program who have
received licensure as a Registered Nurse are eligible to apply for a Bachelor of Sciencein
Nursing program.

In 2016 Bellevue College was authorized to offer a Bachelor of Science degree in computer
science and is the only community or technical college authorized to offer a baccalaureate degree
program.

Summary of Bill:

Three community or technical colleges are authorized to offer Bachelor of Science degreesin
nursing subject to approval by the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges. Of those
three colleges, one must serve a county with a population between 125,000 and 150,000
residents and one must serve a county located east of the crest of the Cascade Mountains.
Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on February 7, 2023.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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