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Brief Description: Concerning licensing of Indian health care providers as establishments.

Sponsors:. Representatives Lekanoff, Stearns, Reed, Ortiz-Self and Reeves.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Requires the Department of Health to issue alicense to operate an
establishment to Indian health care providers that attest to meeting the
state's minimum standards for licensure and pay a processing fee.

Hearing Date: 1/12/24
Staff: Chris Blake (786-7392).
Background:

Licensing of establishments.

The Department of Health (Department) regul ates "establishments®, which are places that care
for persons with mental illness or substance use disorders. Establishments include residential
treatment facilities and psychiatric hospitals. Residential treatment facilities are facilities that
provide for the evaluation, stabilization, or treatment of residents for substance use disorders,
mental health conditions, co-occurring disorders, or drug exposure in infants. Psychiatric
hospitals are private facilities that provide observation, diagnosis, and care for persons with signs
or symptoms of mental illness over a continuous period of 24 hours or more.

Licensing standards differ for establishments depending on whether they are residential
treatment facilities or psychiatric hospitals. Applicantsfor aresidential treatment facility license
must submit specific materials to the Department, including the facility's policies and
procedures, a construction review application, and approval from the Director of Fire Protection
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at the Washington State Patrol (WSP). Applicants for a psychiatric hospital license must submit
specific information to the Department, including an approved certificate of need, approved
facility plansfor construction review, and approva from the Director of Fire Protection at the
WSP. The Department must conduct an on-site inspection prior to granting a license to either
type of establishment. After licensure, establishments must operate in compliance with
Department regulations on matters including governance, patient and resident care services,
staffing, patient and resident safety, patient and care records, clinical services, and pharmacy and
medication services.

Licensing Indian health care providers through attestation.

Indian health care providers are health care programs operated by the federal Indian Health
Service, atribe, tribal organization, or urban Indian organization. All but two of the 29 tribesin
Washington have a health facility that provides medical or behavioral health services. In
addition, there are urban Indian health clinicsin Seattle, Spokane, and Portland that provide care
to urban American Indians and Alaska Natives.

A tribe may receive alicense from the Department to operate a behavioral health agency if it
attests that the behavioral health agency meets state minimum standards and pays an
administrative processing fee.

Summary of Bill:

Beginning January 1, 2025, the Department of Health (Department) must issue a license to
operate an establishment to Indian health care providers who submit an attestation that they meet
the state's minimum standards for the licensure of an establishment and pay a processing fee.
The processing fee must be at alevel that covers the Department's administrative processing
costs for the attestation and recognizes the reduced cost of processing an attestation compared to
astandard license.

A license obtained through the attestation process does not excuse compliance with other
required credentialing standards, such as behavioral health agency licensure, Pharmacy
Commission requirements, certificate of need requirements, construction review requirements,
medical test site requirements, fire protection standards, and local regulations.
Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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