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Brief Description: Concerning school construction assistance program funding for preschool
and before-and-after school care program enrollments.

Sponsors: Representatives Callan, McClintock, Berry, Senn, Reed, Ormsby, Chopp, Cheney,
Fosse, Nance, Doglio, Reeves, Hackney, Pollet and Davis.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Requirestheinclusion of certain preschool-age enrollments and before-
and-after care school enrollmentsin the School Construction Assistance
Program (SCAP) formula.

 Limitsthe counted enrollments for both preschool-age students and
students in before-and-after-school care to those in school district
facilitiesin programs operated by a school district or its contractor.

» Specifiesthat for Common School Construction Fund purposes, the term
"common schools" includes facilities owned by school districtsin which
programs are operated by a school district or its contractor to serve
preschool-age students and students in before-and-after school care.

Hearing Date: 1/18/24
Staff: John Wilson-Tepeli (786-7115).
Background:

School Construction Assistance Program.

The capital budget appropriates funding to assist school districts with the costs of school
construction and other capital costs through several programs and provisos. The largest of these
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programs is the School Construction Assistance Program (SCAP). The SCAP provides state
financial assistance on aformulabasis to school districts for constructing new, and remodeling
existing, school buildings. Only districts' permanent instructional space is eligible for state
funding through the program.

The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) administers the program and
works with school districts on project approval and reimbursement. The state allocates SCAP
funding to districts based on a set of enrollment-based space allocations, cost per square foot
standards that are determined by the OSPI and adopted by the Legislature, aswell as a statutory
funding assistance percentage that prorates state funding based on the relative property wealth of
districts.

For purposes of calculating adistrict's "eligible area’ for state assistance through the SCAP, the
formulaincludes space allocations per enrolled student (square feet per student) according to
various grade level groupings. Students in kindergarten through grade 12 are counted for
formula purposes. Enrollments of preschool-age students with disabilities are also included in
this count at 50 percent of each headcount enrollment.

Preschool, Early Learning, and Before-and-After School Care in School Districts.

The statutes generally authorize school districts to provide and contract for preschool, early
learning, and before-and-after school care. Specific examples of statutory programs supported
by state appropriations for these purposesinclude: (a) Early Support for Infants and Toddlers,
which provides intervention and assistance for certain children ages birth to 3; (b) the Early
Childhood Education and Assistance Program, which provides free early learning child care or
preschool for certain children ages 3 and 4; (c) Transition to Kindergarten, which provides
additional preparation for kindergarten to certain children who are at least four years old by
August 31; and (d) the Working Connections Child Care Program, which provides financial
assistance for child care for certain children generally younger than age 13.

Summary of Bill:

Preschool-Age Enrollments.

Certain preschool-age enrollments must be included in the SCAP formula for both the student
space allocation and state funding assi stance percentage calculations. For the purposes of the
SCAP formula calculation, "preschool -age students” is defined as children ages birth through 6
years of age, including those who have developmental disabilities and who are entitled to
disability-related services, not yet enrolled in kindergarten or elementary school. The proration
of counted enrollments for preschool-age students with disabilities is changed such that these
students are counted as a whole headcount. The preschool-age enrollments counted for SCAP
purposes are limited to those in school district facilities in programs operated by a school district
or its contractor, as statutorily authorized.
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Before-and-After-School Care Enrollments.

Certain before-and-after school care enrollments must be included in the SCAP formulafor both
the student space allocation and state funding assistance percentage calculations. The before-
and-after school care enrollments counted for SCAP purposes are limited to those in school
district facilities in programs operated by a school district or its contractor, as statutorily
authorized.

Enrollment Reports.

For the purposes counting preschool-age and before-and-after school care enrollmentsin the
SCAP formula, the OSPI must use school districts most recent annual average enrollment
reports, as determined by the OSPI.

Allotment of SCAP Funding.

In addition to funds appropriated from the common school construction fund, the OSPI must
allot funding appropriated from any other source for the SCAP, in accordance with the statutory
requirements of the SCAP.

Common School Construction Fund.

For Common School Construction Fund purposes, the term "common schools' includes facilities
owned by school districts in which programs are operated by a school district or its contractor to
serve preschool-age students and students in before-and-after school care, as statutorily
authorized.

For Common School Construction Fund purposes, " preschool-age students” is defined as
children ages birth through 6 years of age, including those who have developmental disabilities
and who are entitled to disability-related services, not yet enrolled in kindergarten or elementary
school.

Initial Applicability.

The changes to counted enrollments for SCAP calculation purposes, first appliesto SCAP
projects beginning in fiscal year 2026.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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