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Brief Description:  Concerning agriculture pest and disease response.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives Dent, 
Chapman, Schmick and Reeves; by request of Department of Agriculture).

House Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources
House Committee on Appropriations
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources & Parks
Senate Committee on Ways & Means

Background:

Department of Agriculture. 
The Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) has a duty to promote and 
protect agriculture and its dependent rural community in Washington and must carry out its 
assigned regulatory responsibilities to protect public health and welfare.  The WSDA is 
organized into five divisions, including commodity inspection, food safety, pesticide 
management, plant protection, and the state veterinarian.   
 
Agricultural Pest and Disease Response.
Plant Pests and Diseases. 
The Director of the WSDA (Director) has authority to declare a quarantine as necessary to 
protect the forest, agricultural, horticultural, floricultural, beekeeping, or environmental 
interests of the state.  The Director may declare a quarantine against:

an area, place, nursery, orchard, vineyard, apiary, or other agricultural establishment;•
a county or counties within the state;•
other states, territories, or foreign countries; or•
a portion of any of these areas.•

 
The Director may prohibit movement of all regulated articles from quarantined places, or 
from areas that are likely to contain such plant pests or noxious weeds or genetically 
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engineered plant, plant pest, or bee pest organisms.
 
If the Director finds that there is imminent danger of infestation of plant pests or plant 
diseases which seriously endangers the agricultural or horticultural industries of 
Washington, or which seriously threatens life, health, or economic well-being, the Director 
must request that the Governor order measures to prevent or abate an infestation.  
 
After the Governor orders emergency measures, the Director may appoint a committee to 
review emergency measures necessary and make recommendations to the Governor through 
the Director.  Committee members must include representatives of agricultural industries, 
state and local government, public health interests, technical service providers, and 
environmental organizations.  The Director must evaluate emergency measures taken at 
least once every 10 days and immediately advise the Governor if the Director finds that the 
emergency no longer exists or of certain measures should be discontinued.
 
Animal Health. 
The purpose of the Animal Health Program, administered by the WSDA, is to protect the 
people of the state, their livestock, and other animals from harmful animal diseases.  The 
program administers livestock disease eradication programs in cooperation with United 
States Department of Agriculture and regulates the movement and testing of animals 
coming into the state and being sold within the state.  The Director may adopt rules that 
prevent the introduction or spread of infectious diseases into the state.  This includes the 
authority to adopt rules regarding the inspection and testing of all animals in the state or 
being imported into the state.  
 
The Director may issue a quarantine order and enforce the quarantine of any animal or its 
reproductive products when any animal or its reproductive products are affected with or 
have been exposed to disease or when there is reasonable cause to investigate whether any 
animal or its reproductive products are affected with or have been exposed to disease, either 
within or outside the state.

Summary:

Agricultural Pest and Disease Response Account. 
The Agricultural Pest and Disease Response Account (Account) is created.  Expenditures 
from the Account may be spent only after appropriation and may be used only for activities 
necessary to respond to emerging agricultural pest and disease threats after a declaration of 
emergency or quarantine order is put in place.  By October 1 of any year where 
expenditures were made from the Account, the Department of Agriculture (WSDA) must 
provide a close-out cost summary of expenditures to the Director of the Office of Financial 
Management. 
 
Plant Pest and Disease Response. 
Instead of requiring certain entities to be represented on the advisory committee to review 
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emergency measures in the case of a declared emergency due to plant pests or diseases, the 
bill specifies that invitations to participate on the advisory committee must be made to 
federally recognized tribes, impacted agricultural industries, state and local governments, 
public health interests, technical service providers, and environmental organizations.  The 
Director of the WSDA must evaluate emergency measures taken in response to an imminent 
danger of infestation of plant pests or plant diseases and report to the Governor at least 
every 60 days instead of 10 days.

Votes on Final Passage:

House 97 0  

Senate 48 0 (Senate amended)

      (House refused to concur/asked Senate to recede)

Senate 47 0 (Senate receded)

Final Passage Votes
Effective: June 6, 2024
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