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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Increasing the special education enrollment funding cap.

Sponsors. House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives
Callan, Bergquist, Reed, Ormsby, Ramel, Stonier, Paul, Alvarado, Farivar, Fosse and
Reeves; by request of Office of Financial Management).

House Committee on Appropriations
Senate Committee on Early Learning & K-12 Education
Senate Committee on Ways & Means

Background:

The state allocates funding for a program of special education for students with disabilities
using an excess cost formula. For eligible students in kindergarten through age 21 (K-21),
the formula multiplies a school district's base allocation by an excess cost multiplier up to
an enrollment limit of 15 percent of a school district's full-time student enroliment. K-21
students receiving special education generate funding through both the base allocation and
excess cost formulas.

School districts receive atiered excess cost multiplier based on inclusion in a genera
education setting for K-21 specia education students. A multiplier of 1.12 is provided for
special education students that spend at |east 80 percent of the school day in ageneral
education setting. For studentsin a general education setting less than 80 percent of the
time, districts receive a 1.06 multiplier.

The formulas for special education also apply to charter schools and tribal schoolsin state-
tribal education compacts.

Summary:

The enrollment limit for K-21 special education funding isincreased from 15 percent to 16

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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percent.

The State Auditor (Auditor) must review the prevalence of disabilities and whether the
provisions and funding for evaluating students and providing services reflects the
prevalence of disabilities, including whether any populations are disparately undereval uated
or underserved. The Auditor must report findings and recommendations to the Governor
and fiscal and education committees of the Legislature by November 30, 2025.

Votes on Final Passage:

House 97 O
Senate 49 0 (Senate amended)
House 93 0 (House concurred)

Effective: June 6, 2024
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