HOUSE BILL REPORT
EHB 2372

As Passed House:
February 8, 2024

Title: An act relating to transferring public property to Washington state federally recognized
tribes for facilities to provide alcohol and substance use disorder prevention, treatment, and
aftercare programs and services, and for behavioral health and related programs and
services.

Brief Description: Transferring public property to Washington state federally recognized tribes
for facilities to provide alcohol and substance use disorder prevention, treatment, and
aftercare programs and services, and for behavioral health and related programs and
services.

Sponsors. Representatives Lekanoff, Stearns, Leavitt, Davis, Nance, Reed, Chopp, Ormsby and
Pollet.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:
Capital Budget: 1/25/24, 2/2/24 [DP].
Floor Activity:
Passed House: 2/8/24, 82-15.

Brief Summary of Engrossed Bill

 Authorizesthe state and local governmentsto transfer property to tribes
for facilities to provide health care services related to acohol and
substance use disorders and behavioral health conditions.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CAPITAL BUDGET

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 15 members. Representatives Tharinger, Chair;
Callan, Vice Chair; Hackney, Vice Chair; Alvarado, Bateman, Farivar, Fosse, Kloba,
Morgan, Orwall, Peterson, Reed, Rule, Shavers and Stearns.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Minority Report: Do not pass. Signed by 1 member: Representative Steele, Assistant
Ranking Minority Member.

Minority Report: Without recommendation. Signed by 11 members. Representatives
Abbarno, Ranking Minority Member; McClintock, Assistant Ranking Minority Member;
Cheney, Christian, Dye, Edlick, Kretz, Maycumber, Mosbrucker, Sandlin and Waters.

Staff: Charlie Gavigan (786-7340).
Background:

The Department of Enterprise Services (DES) has a process to notify state and federal
agencies, local governments, and tribes regarding the availability of surplusreal property.
If none of the respective government entities respond, the DES may sell or exchange the

property.

Intergovernmental transfers of property are authorized for general purposes as well as for
specific purposes including mass transit, parks and recreational purposes, and school
districts and libraries.

Any state agency or local government with authority to dispose of surplus public property
may transfer, lease, or otherwise dispose of surplus property for affordable housing. Any
such transfer, lease, or other disposal may be made to a public, private, or nongovernmental
body on any mutually agreeable terms and conditions, including a no-cost transfer. A deed,
lease, or other instrument transferring or conveying surplus property must include a
requirement that the property will be used for affordable housing and must include remedies
if the property is not used for the designated purpose.

Washington tribes provide a variety of health care services including those related to
alcohol and substance use disorders and behavioral health conditions. All but afew tribes
provide health care services through tribal clinics. These clinics could be tribal operated
clinics, tribal clinics utilizing the federal Indian Health Services program, or Urban Indian
Health Programs.

Summary of Engrossed Bill:

The state and local governments are authorized to give real property to a Washington state
federally recognized tribe, or consortium of federally recognized tribes, for the purpose of
providing facilities for health care services to help patients address a cohol and substance
use disorders and behavioral health conditions.

Any transfer of property must be done on terms that are mutually agreed to by the state or

local government and the tribe or tribes. The terms must include a requirement that the
property revertsto the state or local government if the property ceases to be used to provide
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the health care services within 50 years from the date of the property transfer. Where new
construction or major renovations are necessary, the tribe or tribes must have the facility
constructed or renovated and operational within six years of the property transfer and must
have the capacity to continue to add onto the facility or property with services that address
prevention, withdrawal management, inpatient and outpatient health services, wellness
programs, and aftercare services.

Necessary state and local permits should be expedited for these projects to the extent
feasible. The state and local governments and tribes are encouraged to cooperate regarding
identifying public property that might be used by tribes to provide alcohol and substance
use disorder services, behavioral health services, and related services.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) The State of Washington is facing an opioid and fentanyl crisis, one that is
currently the worst in the nation. The purpose of the bill isto enable federally recognized
tribes in Washington to come together to increase their number of health care facilities from
which they can provide detoxification and wrap-around services to savelives. There are
between 17 and 21 tribal health centers, this bill will enable tribes to provide more services
in more tribal health facilities to serve all Washingtonians. For example, one tribal health
center assists 400 people per day with opioid addiction issues. Imagineif that could be
done in more facilities throughout Washington. Tribes want to build more health care
facilities and provide servicesto save lives.

(Opposed) None.
Persons Testifying: Representative Debra L ekanoff, prime sponsor.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.
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